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The five Articles controverted in the 


Low-Countries, and diſcuſſed in 
the Synod of Dorr. 


1. Concerning Gods Predeſtination. 

2. Of (hriſts death, and mans Ke- 
demption thereby. 

3. Of Freewill in the ſlate of cor- 
ruption. 

4. Of converſion unto God, and the 

— thereof. 

5. Of the Perſeverance of the. 


Saints. 
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Orthodoxall, which wee lay 
Fic ofEleQion,  downeand confirme......_-.; 


The Politions,')Erroneous , which wee reieft 
andcmfut. 
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* The Suffrageof the ART. 1- 


 Epbeſ.1.18- 


2B demonſiration of hi mercy,he pur- . 


Auſtin, Enchirid.c.75.) Rom. $30. Whom hee 
' SOT TILE? 


"" poſed the ſalvation of man-beins © 
ow and prepartd for him ſuch 
| meeaner, by which he would effetta-. 
ally.and vnfallibly bring the Elet 

tothe ſelfe ſame end; | 111 11 1 


Tut Exrosition AnD CoNnriR- 


> MATION OE I Hs PosITION. 


E call this Decree of Election an ef- 
| fetuall will of God, becauſe it re- 
+ 22 "ſpects not micerely and onely a way 
ſerdowneandleading to lite;rleaving man fo 
ordained in the power of his ovwne free will, 
(after ſiich manner-as. Adam was ordained to 
1appineſſe) but ir doth reſpe& and fore-ap.. 
_— very iſſue of Hiv-Onditiance | Eo: 
this will is conjoyned with the power of 
God, Efa. 14-24; The Lord of boſts hath ſworne, 
ſaying, Surely a8 Thave thought) ſo ſhall it come to: 
paſſe, anda T have purpoſed,ſo ſhall it flantl. Þ/al. 
114... Whatfocyer the, ard would, that did hee i 
beayee and jnearth* (upon. wohigh- place fee Se. 


bath: 


bath predeſtinated, theſe he d. Iohn 6:3 

' Thus F; the Father will that = mee, that wy jl 
Which he bath given me, I ſhould loſe nothing. And 
verſ. 37: All that the Father giveth me you! come 

anto me, 

' Weacknowledge no other moving; cauſe 
of this will, beſides the meere good plealure 
of God. Rom. 1. 18. He hath mercy on when be 
wilt have mercy. Epheſ. 1. 11. Being predeſtind+ 
ted actordine to the purp3ſe of him, who worketh all 
things aceor ding to the counſel of bis owne wull. 
Rom.g.11 Before the children Were borne, when 
they had done neither good nor evill; that the _pur- 
Poſe of God according to Eleftion might ſtand. 

But God doth deale with certainemenatf- 
rerchiseſpeciall manner for manifeſtation of 
his owns-rtlercy. Rom. 9.23. That God might 
make knowne tou riches of bis glory tawards the eve 
ſels of mercy. Yea and to them confidered- in 
_ theſtate of Adams fall, namely for the freeing - 
them our of che maſſe of perdition. Eph; 1. 4. 
In him [to wit Chriſt] be bath choſenrvs. 1 Tim. 
x.75. (briſt came to ſave finners. \ 1: | 
2'»!Ptnally;leſt Gods working in time ſhould 
yay from his erernall purpoſe, hee who did 

| Bz _ 
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effecually deflinate the'elec#* unto ſalvation, 
doth alfo afford: them 'meanes/:asrceable.to 
this foreſaid 1ntention';. that is to: dy;) thoie 
meanes, whicly God knew. would withour 
faile bring! tem to ſalvation. 2 Tim. 1,9: Hee 
hath ſaved us with an boly:calling.; 2: Thefſ-,2;13 . 
God hath choſen you unto ſalvation in the ſanthifica- 
tion of the Spirit, and beleefe of the truth, .to which 
be hath alfo called you by our Goſpel, Epheſ. 1; 4. 
Hebhath-chaſen us that wemught be bely and with- 
out blame. Mat.13.11. To youit-s given to know 
the myſteries of the kingdome of beaven. 

Our of which teſtimonies of Seripture iris 
itkin that God by his foregoing decree of 
EleQion hath ſubordained all theſe things 
(to wit,theknowledge ofthe Goſpell, Voca- 
tion, Faith, Tuſtificarion, Sanctification, and 
Perſeverance) for the obtaining of che hev- 
determi ned ſalvation. 


* 
Gui of nuainy Gyings of he Fathers wee 
. : gathera few. 1 
When he predeſtinated 1s, - ke foreſaw his ane 
CEO who Lars 1 us bath holy and without blame. 
- When God determineth-to ſave a man,na will of 
LJ 31: man 


ARF-;1, Divinteof Great Britain. | 5 
mat raþeth God: far th wilkor to-nill is ſo far frth 
in thepowver of bim that wvils or mls, that it cannei- 
ther, hinder the wil of God jor yet ſurpaſs his power. 

, Zdexath foteachithem, who are called according 11m egrat, 
tobis  parpde ; beſtowing. at once both to know what ©9713. 
9 are tq 07 ſerene, —_ alſo; to fR_wey what 
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_w— lbpanh erin part of nd PS ddes ye! PrafÞ.cle vorh 
je or;fleight the, grace of the Saviour,yet the ele}; Aram 
aud thoſe Which axe foreknowne, and jo differented 

011 the many, are reckoned for-a' certaine ſpecial 
collefive body, ſo-that outof the whole world ano- 
ther entire world may ſeeme tobe freed. 
There # a portionof maankinde; Which is promo- |, vers. .. 


ted by the meanes of faith, enſþired from God to bigh "23+ 
and eternall ſalvation by jþeciall graces. 


"NY SECOND PQSITION.., 


Hriſt the headand founda- 
tion of the Elett : fo that all 
fe ants graces prepared m the de-_ 
cree of Eletion are beſtowed upon - 
© the.eleft anely for Chriſt, diego, 
 Chrifh and in Ce” 
B 3 G 0 D 


%. 


: . af 
30 1-5-0 


theeccerdall EleQiore df 


G2 Dyin r 
men, by one and theſelfe ſame a, rs 


doth: aſligne Chriſt their-head; and al&&'doth 
intthem according'to his good pleaſtre 
4ppoi embers of Chriſt : our of which pur- 
poſe. cven before their vocation. (which'1s af- 
terward performed 1 in time)God dothbehold 
chem as given unto Chriſt, aad choſettinthim, 
and accepted of himlelte. Epheſ. 1. 3. He hath 
bleſſed us inall ſpirituall benedibiion in (brift v. 4. 
Fig hath choſenus in bim..cu. 7. 'In whom we have 
redemption and remiſsjon of ſinnes. ©. 13. In him 
we are ſealed. 
 'Whatoever is intended tothe Eket from 


5 Ueerviey,i 1s (as We may {o ſay )ſhut up inthe 


w1ll of God, neither is it immediately 1 1impar- 


\ redunto us, backs Chriſt, in Chriſt, and by 


Chriſt. Colo 2.3.n oem are hid all the is. 
ſures of wiſedome ie and knowledge. vo. 7. Wee are 
rooted and built up in bim. ©. 10, Ne are complete 
inhim. Laſtly, heis che founcaine, from which 
all che ſtreames of ſaving grace doe flow to 
us. John 1.16. Of bis fulneſſe have all we received* 
grace for grace. .2 Tim.1.9. He hath called us with 


an bely calling, according to his purpoſe and grace, 


Which © 


_ 
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which wargiven 1.1m Chri Tefus before the world. 
who. 

0 As bb was eraiifincrel that one;that bee might 
jou bead:ſo we being many,are predeſtinated,that 
we-mght be his members. 

* God calls many predeſtinated his ſonnes,that bee 
might make them the members of his owne Proves 
nated onely Sonne. 

After the fall of man,God would have it an ads 
of his meere $#ace alone, that man ([,onld come unto 
him. And this grace be placed i in bim, in bom wee 
alſs bave obtained this our lot, who oh i 


ted according to his purpoſe: 


1nng TurirkDd PosLtTION:/ 


FH Aith, Perſeverance, and\at... 
gifts of grace leading homenn- 
20 Afr are the fruits and w" 


by: of Eleftion.”” 


V VE acknowledge in ſome men certaine 
(64%  gikts gf grace;which are ro be:reduced 
e>cheicommmon: ſupernaturall 'providence- of 


cOn. 


ns Dn. s,vvhich have aninfallible 


Aug. de prevdeſt 


Sandi.cap.ly- 


Cap. b6.! 


De bon. perſev, 
Cap-7« 


os. a a 


—Tfregs een Awtur | 


connexion with glory, and doe worke "IM 
cually for the obtaining thereof : (as juſtifying 


cternall ele&tion. - AF. 13.48. As many as were 
ordained to eternall life beleeved. Tit.x.1;Tbefaith 
of the-Ele& of God, \3\Det; 1:5. fackhgete 


© power of God by faithwnto ſalvation. + 


Cap, I 6, 


Cap.17. 


By this predeſtination of the pur paſe of God $A 


| \ Safin whoare jore-ordained unto eternall life . 


-'1'T he predeſtination of. rod is! the: preparation of 
grate, and grace is the rwery effett of predeſtination. 
IFben therefore God promiſed to Abmhain that the 


Gentiles ſhould beleeve inhis ſeed, he made not this 


promiſe with reſpect to the power of our Will, but out 
of his owne preactermination: ;for beepromiſed that 
Which bee —_ Dan doe, - ut = 


 wonldgpit (cl  3\\ 


Hath henot aid, Narof worker, but of him that 
beleeveth * Fiee hath taken wholly. even this from 
man, that he might attribute thewhole to Ga. 

Let us underſtand the vocation, by wich they 
are: made the Eleftndt as if they werechoſen becauſt 
they bad beltevrd; but theyareabofenyhat they may 
beleeve: > Far if thiy-were: thertfore chajen becizaufe 
they c— they bad choſen bum firft by belee? 


roving 


"x Peer ihr te" 
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rving be bim,that they might fo came to bechoſen.. 
Thefe gifts of God are given to the Elef (ba 
are called according to the purpoſe of God) of which 


. . kindeof fruits theſe are, namely both to begin to be- 


leeve and to perſevere in faith to the end of this life. 


Tat Fovagern PosITION. 
T He decree of Eleftion us defe- 
nite,not conditionall, it u irre- 
vorable, and immutable, ſothat the 
number of the Ele# can neyther be 
increaſed, nor yet diminiſhed, 


N predeſtination the meanes to ſalvation are 
noleſle abſolutely decreed, than ſalvation it 
ſelfe. For howſoever ſalvation, in the execu- 
tion thereof, dependeth upon the conditionall 
uſe of the means, yerthe will of God elefting 
unto ſalvation is net conditionall,incomplete, 
or mutable: becauſe hee hath abſolucely pur- 
poſed to give uato the Elect both powerand 
willto performe thoſe very condittons,name- 
ly, repentance, faith, obedience, and perleve-. 
rance. For the Decree of Gad Nedeflinain 
cannot bee conceived after this forme, I will 
C chole , 


2 © TheSuffage of the Awrs, 


Proſp.ed Cafe 


Gall.Reſp.8. 


chooſe Peter to eternall 1 life, if it ſhall ſo > hap- 
pen thathe doth belceye, and perſevere : But 
rather afterrhis mannet :* I doe chooſe Peter 
unto eternall life, which thathe may infallibly 
obtaine,[ will give unto him perlevering faith. 
2 Tim.2.19. The foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, 
God knowes whoare his. Rom. g. 11. That the pur- 
foſe-of God: might remaine according to eleftion. 
Rom. 11.28, 29. Beloved according to Eleftion. 
For Gods viſts and calling are Without repentance. 
This + A of the ſonnes of God, this fulneſſe ſe 
of the Gentiles, was foreknowne and preordaine 
( briſt, which from the beginning- unto the end is 
built up with lining and choice ſtones. Of theſe ſtones 
wot one is caſt out,, not. one leſſened, not one pond 
cded away.. 


Erroneous Opinions, or unſound 


Do&trines, concerning Election, 


which we reject. 


F: Turns Fiksr7. | 
Hat the Decree by which God hath parpo- 
ſedi in Chriſt, and for Chriſt to ſave thoſe, 


which repent, and bilteve unto the end, u © | 


ihe mhole-atd entire decree of) PE: unto 
ſalvation... | 


True: 


. 
-— => >a + 2 p . 
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Rue indeed, this is: Gods decree declara- 
corie of falyation to be proclaimed to 
all equally and wichour difference; as al-' 
ſo preſcribing the manner by which the elect 
are to. be brought to. ſalvation. Bur in this the 
whole fabricke of Gods prxdeſtination (ſet 
downein the holy Scriptures) is not explai- 
ned. For the decree of predeſtination doth in- 
ferre ſome certain particular per{onsto be pre- 
deſtinated, thole-being knowne to God, and 
ſevered from others by this very decree'of Ele- 
ction,Matt.20,16. Many arecalled, but few are 
choſen,Rem.1 1.5. 4 remnant agcording to leftien. 
2 Fim.2-19.The [ord knowes Whoarebjs,Butthe 
above-named decree doth predeſtinate noma 


| de fafte,or by certaine event it ſevereth none 


fro:the reſt; it writeth no name in the booke 
of lite. | | 

Though ſuch a decree bee eſtabliſhed, yet 
might all men notwithſtanding bee repro- 
bates: God might neither have now,nor haue 
had, .nor have hereafter any Church .upon 
earth. Which abſurditic being granted nort:on- 
ly-that promiſſory:decree might faile Matt. 28. 
30.1 am with you" alwaies unto'the end of the world, 
i C 2 but 


——_— 
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"bir eventhe wholScrpinearnightbeanaiti- | 


lated,vuhich darh neceſlarily ſuppoſe achurc! 
inbeing, ro which, and for which the Scrip- 
tare was indited. 

Laſtly,if there were no other decree of pre- 
deſtinarion then this, Chriſt himfalfeſkonld 
notbe appointed by any foze-going decree of | 
God:;o be for cenainethe head oftheChurch, | 
beranſe to him there ſhould br mo-members 
:infallibly aſigned,neicher could Chriſt be ſaid 
infallibly -<c--42 , ro have the preheminence, 
as x King, except there were given unto him 
bythe: poſrive deoree of God, ſome, who = 
wereto becenainlykns/ſubiets.When yertthe 
Scriptore doth. no lefſe intimate-wnto us the 
certaine and irreſpective decree of. Godin ma- 
King Chriſt our head& King,then ndoth con- 
cerning his taking our fleſh, and ſuffering for 
us..The Apoſtle(Eph.1.)hauing ſerdownethe 
-myfter-of ourRedemprion, by Chriſts Pafſi- 
»ohReturretion,& Alcenſion,preſently adds 
apy. 22; (agflowing from the ſame decree) | 
amizourehimto:bee thehead oneruall things tothe = 
Thane hoc i bind Lainc3 3. Of birkingdone 
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- . This predeſtination of the Saints is nothing «l(e, Avg _— 


PUN 4 rt be Kh rhe 
holy Wiecbubg ere tein feels 


ens arefreed. 


- Tus IP ND. Enron OY + 
OPINION. CORREy 
 Harthe nn Elet910n of part:evier 
= perſons .u ow the fore fight and 
conſideration Wag ors aithis Chrift, and 
rf their perſeverance in the ſame faith, as «pep 4 
Condition fore. required ineleting. | 


Faith foreletne; avd perſeverance 1 6::fakb 
doc follow the decree 'of yocation accor- 
ding to Gods goog-putpole. Burt ſuch yoca- 
tion doth depend-ypan the faregoing! decrec 
of predeſtination. Rom:8; 30. Theſe Whos bee 
predeſtinutedthoſe he hath called. AG.1g. 48: 
many 45 were ordained to eternall life beleaved... 


4i,,God foreſees,no wan ax:paſarcringin = 


ficvand holineſſcunto the litgaſp;bunhins, 
whamihedecieed by tvs faicgoing wall fore 
keg, buthim, whom hemallygliderbacd 
gircerh; through his ,whole'(courlept gife, 
_ proſerverh:in the-wway of dalvatianiby a0 
- C3 operation, 


Rs a I 
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_ z*nd ſpeciall ptotetion fowing 


from Gods forefaid will. Iobn re. 28, 29. 
Mh ſheepe ſhell not periſh for ever, neither ſhalt any 
one take them out of my hand, neither can any one of 
them take them out of my Fathers band Mat . 4.24. 
That they {bould gap it were e poſsible,the Ve- 
rie Ele}. 

Since therefore —d——_— in faith is 
grounded upon the Election of 'Go6d, Electi- 
on capnot proceed from the fote-required 
condition of perſevering faith, ; 

2. Furthermore, the decree of giving glo- 
ricand ſalvation vnto Redfalt belcevers in the 
enÞ6fthis life; as the reward of faith and o- 
bedience performed, is an adt of Tuſtice, or at 
leaſt of faithfulneſle and etuch.. Bur according 
cothe Scriptures, Election is a free act, not of 
Sebizbarofe race, an'a&t of loue and ſpecial 
mercy: Soundd ur ponthe meeregood will of 
God. Lake 12.732; ke; is your Fathers '200d plea- 
fare togiveyou the kingdome. Eph. 4. 11.-Being 
predeſtinated _d__ to the purpoſe of him, bo 


worketh all things after the counſel! of bis odewil. 
.3- Bythelike reafon faith foreſcene is ts 
be excluded fro tleRion,as fore-ſcen works: 
. that 


Akr'T;%. Divmes of Great Britgine. 

that is to ſay,God may be ſayd as wellto haue 
elected holy men for the condition of ſanCti- 
fication,as belecuers far.thecondition of faith. 
For \vho lecth not, that this faith foreſeene 
doth in-cruth-paſſe incothe nature of a worke? 
which appeares moreevidently by the annex- 
ed condition-of perſeverance; by which'is in- 
rended nothing elſe, but the fruits ef obedi: 
ence and holineſle, and the whole harveſt of 
all good-workes. {41 40-016 ra 

4. Laftlie;by granting this Ele&ion upon, 
Gods foreſight, it followes that Chriſt was, 
chofen by vs, before we were-choſea by him, 
contrary tothatob.15.16.Je have not choſen me, 
but have choſen.yow. Which divine Oracle is 
eften-urged by St, Auguſtine, to this purpoſe. 

Neither doth faith it ſelfe goe before that ElefHi- Aux. de Prof: 
en, Which the Lord intendeth ſaying, yee haue not —_ 
choſen me ,but | have choſen you; for he dit! not choofe 
1,becauſe we havebeleued but that we may beleenc, 

- left we ſhould be ſaid to bave choſen him firſt. 

No meritsof man-doe got before the, Bleftion 'of p1up. adexces 
grace: yea andjaith-it ſelfe,whence\begin all merits, Genupn, reſp.1+ 
 # the gift of Goalleſt grace ſhould not bee grace , [if 
any-thing ſhould goe before it, for Which it may bee 

, : « 
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| OPINION. L721, 


| T#- faith and perſeverance in faith are not 
fruits or effects of Eleftion 10 ſalvation. 
T: God (who is the onely giver of perſeyc- 
ring faith) before he gives luch faith,or de- 


creesto give it, doth foreſce,that ic will by 


' the very giving of ic, bring ſalvation tothere. 


ceiver, then without doubt hee gives it alſo 
with this intent, and abſolute purpoſe,thar ir 
ſhall bring ſalvation. But ſo to give,isro give 
out 6f a fotegoing purpoſe infallibly to ſave, 
vwhich is all oneas togive by the decrte of E- 


leon. Therefore perſevering faith is the 


_ ftvit ofthis decree; ora ſpeciall grace prepa- 


red in this decree. Whence iris called: Tir. 1.1, 
The faith if the eleft of God, Fipheſ. 1.5. Having 
priedeftinated us into the adoption of Children, Buc 
into the aQuall eftate' of this adoption wwe are 
adimitred by faich, Joh.1. 12. He yarve them the 
power (or prizviledge) to become the Sonnes of God, 
&ven to them that belee-ve on bis name; There 
forefaith it ſelfe ariſes from pradeſtination. + 

| THE 


£ 


| 


A R'TST: 


——— 


able_; | 
A Lrhoughthere are divers:a&ts of Gods 
Election, which may bee affigned ac 
cording to divers objes, namely, of 
the end, and of the meanes; yet the Scripture 
no where makesmention-either of the divers 
degrees or kindes ofEletion. | 
1 For Election 1s: aicertaine infallible or- 
daining.of ſeverall perſonsto (alvation, in the 
mindeand will of God: Fhereforethis inde- 
finite Election (hereſuppoſed) is no true elec- 
tioa, becauſe it,ordaines no {ingularperfon to- 
ſalvation; but iconely ſhevves and preſcribes 
the manner of comming to ſalvation promiſe . 
cuoullytoall. 5913 $143 HUG 
2. Beſides, feeing Election is perfired wich: 
one act, and ex natura rei,according to the na- 
ture of thethinog it ſelfe, is as the Schoolemen 
pes inthe number of.chole things which: 
oe not grow and increaſe by degrees, (as 


nw 4 


+ ThaSwfrgrgfithernt Art. 
ſanCcyhation, mortification,; and ach like) 
bur which doc conſiſt #1; indidi/ebile, withour ** 
latiide,.(ſuch-as: juſtification or abſolution 
from ſinnes) ſurelyitcannor bee imagined ts 
be capable of intention. orremiſſign, and ther- 
fore þ 7 no _meanes doth it admit a graduall 

perſection;thar i£-may be thought: to bee. in- 
complete,or unfiniſhed to day, and complere | 
orfully finiſhed tro morrow : Much lefle can * 
this maimed halfc.cle&tion be accompred ele- | 

ion, which,doth not ordamneto falyation in- 
fallibly, but diſpoſes onely by ſome qualicie 
oxcontingent act, whichan the judgement of 
the very deyiſers thereof, hath no neceſſarie 
connexion with eternall life. 

3. Laſtly, that whichis ſaid to bee revoca- 
ble, and changeable, cannot be rrueelection, 
becauſeeleion ſignifies the conſtancpurpole 
and uncbangeable counſell of God ordai- 
ning theelect unto blifle. Heb.6.17, ri awnvery 
3c Gage, | God ſhewes unto the beires of promiſe the 
immutability of: his counſel. | 

Aug que diſh, = Two things follow predeſtination, an affording of | 
Pn aidito obtaine the end; and the very obtaining of the | 
3D e 
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He that will have Guds diſpofallf things tobee rae 


y hom. 


Tax FirrEnnontovs 
, Wa PINION. on 
| Hat the o tory 4% whicle 
T EleF#ion nk Har w, uheraife -_ 
intheendof ha life. 
Ntheiend of this life abeleeveris confi. 
dered nor as to bee 'eleted, but to bee 
bronohrtintothe kingdomepr d for 
him before the Ges of LT 
2 Tim. 4-7. Thave fought a good fight. T have fi 
niſhed my courſe : Henteforththere lad up for me 
a. Crowne of righteoufnefſe ,* which the-Lord the 
righteons Tuldde (ball give metthat'day: YheA- 
pottle did nor ſay, hencefotth:now'God ſhall 
ele&t.me'tothe Crowne of righteouſneſle,but 
ſhallgiveir.. 1 ON! : 

2 Furthermore, if detioniflironld begjtine 
atthe end onely of i this life, the reaſon or f- 
gument drayvne from predeſtinaon or clec- 
non could conferre nothing arall1 tothe faith- 
full, for finiſhing their courſe in faith and 

D2 goo. 


according to the mutabulity of free will, 
ithat the. I EP be ſear- 
ched . 1%,” "ei ' P17 / 
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godlineſſe) But predeſtination extcndsit [elfe 
as well roche mieanes iniche vyay,as to the end 
tathecancluſion —_ and:as irvvpreca. 
rieththe Ele& by infallible meanes-to the az 
pointed niarke or goale. Rom. $8.30. Whom he 
did predeſtinate, them he alſo called, and whom hee 
called, them be alſo j uſtifie , and whom he.juſtified, 
them hee. alſo glarified. But if man conſidered 
onely as in the laſt momencof this life, were 
the. -object ob completc  eleftian,. all thole 
things ſhould bee inverted thus, Whom hee 
called; choſe he will juftife, and whom hee 
juſtifies 3; |thoſe;;hee- vill. hereafter -prede- 
flinare: | 4 } - 50 x. Jo; fs, FF 

.3 Moreover, Tim.1.9. Weare called with 
4 boly calling, according to. his owne purpoſe and 
grace, Phich\was givenusn Chriſt1tſus before the 
Þorld beganne.. 'This purpole of God {ince it 
goes before this holy calling, and forelayeth 
the foundation to it,conſiders man as theiſub+ 
je; of aj fure;eletion,. according tothis pur- 
poſe, not as he ſtandeth jn the end of this lite, 
but as he was before the beginning 0fthis life, 
yea-beforethe world beganne, appointed by 
Gods purpoſe toa moſt. complete; Election, 
| Neither 
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Neither truly can there be ſerrled any definite 
election, to cternall grace, to faith, to adopti- 
on ' (Eph. 1.5.8.) if theſe things be conſidered 
as hanging inancertainty ; neicher ſhall che 
future perleverance of the Elect be fore-ordai- 
ned by:God, buconely foreleene in the man 
to be elected, and fo his act of God ſhall bee 
only an approbation tollowing,(ſuch as may 
be performed by,man, that knowes not what 
1s to come hereafter) nota foregoing and ope- 
rative Election : {uch as all eleftions, in rea- 
ſon, and by force of the name. of Eletion, 
mult needs be. : 

4 Laſtofall.:lobn10.16:The Gentiles nat 
yet called, much leſle {etled in finall petſeye- 
rance,are by ourSaviour. ſtiled hs fheepe, be- 
ing indecd then ſeparated'by rhe foregoing 
mark of entire and complete eleQtion. 

He that makes men ſheepe, doth make free mens 
wils untoobedience ; but whydoth hee:(with whom 
there is no-acception of perſons) make thoſe men 
| | ſheep e, and makes not others ? 0 man whoart $0. 
| thatreplyeſt againſt God? - _ 

Tee ſay that 'Iacob was. elefted for bis Pom 
Torkes, mhich God knew he would doe,and ſo you 
D 3 COR - 


Ang cont. Ep: 
Pelug b 46.6 


Lib, 1.C4/ 6y 
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contradifttbe Apoſtle, Jaying.: Not of workes: 6 
if he could not have ſaid, otef greens Parkes, but 
of workes to come. 

They are lefied before the foundation of the 
world, by that predeſtination, in which God fore- 
knew what be would doe ; they areeleFled ont of the 
world by that calling ,by which be A that which 
be did predeſtinate. 


Tre SixrT Lanoduto VS 
Oy 1NioN. 


Poa: in this life no man can receive any frait 
or perceive any ſeuſe of his owne election, 6- 
therwiſe then conditionall. 
7 Hhall adoption is the proper, naturall a 
 unſeparable fruit of Ele&ion, andis to be 
ceived by the Elect in chis life, the ſpi- 


rit t adoption revcalingitto their hearts. Gal. 


4.6. Becanſe ye are ſonnes, God hath ſent forth the 


Spirit of bis Sonne into your hearts, crying Abba 
Father. Ifaſon,then.anheire of Gad Rom. 8.15 ,v6 
Te havereceived the ſpirit of adoption, wherby we cry 
Abbe Father. The Spirit it ſelfe beareth witnes with 


#wr ſpirit that we are the children of God. Epbi 4. 


14. Te were ſealed with that boly: Spirit of providſe, 
Þhich is the earneſt of our inheritance. Hee ſaith 
the 
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| tioninthe childten of God themſelves; is not. 


Akr. 8 Dino Gnu Brie, 


— 
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fallible hve, that wie ſhall never be diſ-inhe-/ | 


rited, bur ſhall a keygth. obraine qur inher- 


tance. Ron. 2. We glary in the bopeof the glory 


of God. And v. 5. This bope maketh us not aſha- 
med. Neither is there any falſhood inthis ſo- 
lid peace of con{tiegce, in theglorying of the 


| godly, or.in this infuſed hope, becauſe theſe 


gifts are both ſent by God co the ele&t, and to 
this endare they faſtened intheir mindes, that 
they may be certaine arguments of their un- 
changeavle election. 

We confeſle, our eletion is not to be per- 
ceived by us apriori,by the cauſes : butthepro- 
per effects of it maybe knowne. And from 
the proper effe&t upward tothe cauſe, the ar- 
gumentis good. | 

We likewiſe grant thatrhe aſſurance of clee- 


alwrayes{o conſtant and continuall, but that 


oftentimes it is ſhaken with temprations, and 


for a time ſuppreſſed, fo that nor onely the 
degree ofaſſyrance is leflened, bur even: elec- 
riqg\tſc)le, in. relpet of the ſea(e and appre- 
henfton of the Ele, ſcemes uncertame,” ant 


ready to vaniſh. Laſtly, 


* a Fen» ira 


CTY 


ART.1, 


Laſtly, we confefſe that the Elett juſtified, 
when they fall into grievous finnes and cleave 
unto them, are not onely deprived of thepre- 
ſent taſte of their eletion, buralſb 'concerve a 
great feare of the” contrary, namely of Gods 
vwvrath and revenging juſtice : and that deſer- 
vedly : ſeeing the holy Ghoſt vouchlafes not 
ro communicate this heavenly and {weer Mar - 
na- of comfort to a defiled conſcience, yet 
wallowing in its ovne filthinefſe, bur oncly 
to acleane heart,and fuch'an one as exerciſcth” 
it ſelfe in the practiſe of faith, repentance, and 
holinefſe. But we thinke that the mindes of 
the faichfull being wakened, 'and riſing our of 
their pollutions, are renewed by 'God and 
comforted againe, with a ſ\weet ſenſe of eter- 
nall life, prepared forthem before the founda- 
tion ofthe world; and in' due time iindoub- 
tedly to be conferred upon them. Lo 

1A faithfull man hath received by faith, that 
Which is uncertgine ta others, and layethbold on the 
promiſe. | | :004 


That it might be certaine that wee are the fonnes 
of Ged,þe hath ſent his Sonnet into our beartscrying,, 
Abba,Father. 371195) 39%: 1.903 30 {1100540 
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_ Whowinſh, but bee that returites dove te Gad, Bei.Epif, 167 
that loved bim, which comes ot i tay paſſe hut by the; 
ſpirit revealing.to a man'by fab: thi eternal ptr»; 
poſe of God concerning bis jalvation. Which rerve- 
lation ignothing elſe but an 'injafs cor: of: ſpiritual 
grace, = Neb whileithe! torkexof the fleſh - axe; 
mortified nan is prepared to that kingdome, which 
| fle and blodddoth wot toſſeſſe, receiving together _ © . 
| inone ſpirit, beth @hence bee may prefaviebe wobe>. 
| loved aud Whence he may returne loye Jeſt be ſhauld 
| beloved: in Vajne , wr Vithout ea: love 
| | _ N24 IG FC «Wh % 8 1 BILCET $38 03 £37tht 
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Pos 6 no clefion of nf alrs ampher' 


they haveibe wſe of reaſon,.,. cr. V7 « 


F one abſurdity, or unſdirid da8ghe bee 
gramed,more of the lilde(will allows. This 
| herefollovves apon chatz>thatt 
in all divine Election; faittfore-[eene; 
which it may bee groundeit)) vo hich 
exnooube fordfeomes fixch infants? Bite 
jon the contrary evidently prove that theſe fe- 


pets are — os 
x Lncy 
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De Predeft.c.1 7. 


\x* They whohave an entrance in time vn- 
colifs ecernall, wichour all doubr wereclected 
ro-life'erernallbefore alltime. Otherwiſe the 
number of them thatare glorified ſhould ex- 


ceedthe number ofthem thatare predeftina- 


red, which is impoſſible. For thatpropoſition 
muſt be underſtood reciprocally with equall 


extenſion.of both termes. Whom hee hath pre- 


deflinated thoſe bee hath glorified, namely, theſe | 


s 


and noother, (as Saint Auſtin inferreth.) Bur * 


the Scripture fuppoſes the names of ſome In- | 


fants tobee written in the booke of life, andthar 


= muſt appeare before the ſudgenent ſeat of | 


-Rero.20.12.and beadmitted into the new 


£ 


? 


leruſalem, Rewv.21. 27. of ſuch is the Kingdome | 


\ Luke'$. 16. 


2 Whoſoeuer are admitted owthy i into the 
Kingdome of Heayen, were before our of : 


Go fic good. plcaſure choſen, vn the | | 
neot- Heaven. - -Burt ro-as: many In- | ; 


fants as enter into Heaven, cternall life is a| 


* gracious gift through Ieſus Chriſt, Rom. 6. 27.) 


| Srrhere they werecholan co rharKingdome 


Chriſt. - 


But if this be tho meaning inf this Poſit tion, | 
Yo! 2 wy 1 Th 
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Az T.1. DionanfGre Brkine #7 
That there is nocleQion of lofaggs rhati 
fay,of infancs one ejons Ie ere 
promilcuouſly ſaved; neither rruely hath that 
luppolitionan y good ground, ground, northis 
granted,willtheforeſaid politioti Ritow. For 
the circumſtance. of age is impertinent, and 
hath no operation to the cſtabliſhing or-rtake- 
10g-awa y oh: Gods eleQivn.. Suppoſe there- 
fore all I to be ſaved, notone'bein 
jected, yerbecaule' av Hetiwh' _ = 
' looke upon thecommpntuape; nordhe the 
they are egre itedy rhoggh 2bomp of th 
| numbero nts;yet Dit Wo 
; grey 3 pes, 5, 
| leflerhen acruedetior SUI vert blow 
The riches of the goodusfſe * STES OO 47 ma 
oured forth'\upon the ft-be = #7 
Jn dw ridlei_he ” Pretes nee 
| fietyanas the motine Y_es Gd Po, 1 2g» 
Infants _— no wils ,no actions Fido, are Projp»Epiflola 
earpljudagnents Gid Same "0 
Gar dalewe Peers ſokOare 
| God belps thoſe infants, whom bee will; though 
| they neither. willouar ramie; "whom bee hath cies 
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in n things,or« of the connexion of ing in Or- 
derto (alyation:and it is confined to the crea- 
rures-thanlelvegnot unto qualities, Ep/yſ- 1. 

4. He hath choſen-7y;- ts wk, Men, Rom. 8. 

Thoſe whan be bath predeſtinated, that is to Jay, 
Men, Mz. 20. Few are choſen, That few 
Men: 

 2Bur the quality it Riff faich is not jn:this 

ſenle called Eleted, butpreſcribed roche E- 

lea, and given and fepared from. eternity. , 
For itis'0nt ofthe chiefe ſpricuall ble Lal 
whith the choſen receive'in Chriſt, Epbe/.x 

| 3 Lafly, it is not rightly affirmed,thaeparii 

| culaymatrn ace? rw our of 'this, good os 

| ſure,by which faith onelyis ordained, as the 

' condition of beſtowing ſalvation. For to be 

: ele@ed;istd. beerdeftinaced to life crernall, « d- 

: thers being vuerpaſſed; Bur inthe forelaid de-- 

; cxee, no perſon is choſen )no one perſon paſs 

| ſed by burallare alike called,and deſigned tO: 

| ſtlvationbyoneandrihefimecondition.”: 

| » In God the diſpoſing of future things, bykirans Aug de bono 
| flible und -wnchangeable ferehuevlelge, 55 "20 wo 0: as 
| Ahalbigtahde purines? 27 | 
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IT Or ReyrROBATION: 


Tus FinsT OnxTHODOXALL 


"Pos TION. 
R Eprobation pr pr wy called,or 
not-elefting, u . ge” de- 


cree of God, by "which out of hr 


moſt free will be hath decreed, not 


Jo farre to take pitie of ſome perſons 


alne in Adam, as to. reſcue them 


effetually, throng (hrift, out of 
the flate of miſery, and vickas” 
faile to bring them to bliſſe. 


He perattef R obatton, nole 1S.OP-' 
T nofedes Election; Ecthinke ro be no op: 
n——_ then the denying of the ſame glory, and | 
the ſame grace, which are prepare I&or the 
ſonnes;of God by Ele&tion: But jr and: 
cfſectuall grace, are prepared for theraan the | 
decree of Eleion,and with this very'intenr, | 


that it ſhould be ieQuall, thatis, chat byſuch 


grace the ſonnes of God a_ without faile | 


come: : 


Rion,we avow to begroun- 
ded vpon the molt free will of God. Ronny. 
11. That the purpoſe of God, according to eletiion 
miyht ſtand, not of workes, but of him that calleth. 
It was ſaid, Iacob have T loved, but Eſa have 1 
' bated. (Thatis) Ihavenor ſoloved him; as 
| that through grace I ſhould certainly bring 
him to glory. And-v.18. He hath mercy on whom 
be will have mercy and whom he will he hardeneth: - 
Againe, (-verſ. 21.) Hath not the Potter power 
over theclay,of the ſame lumpe, to make. one veſſell 
wnta honor ,and another unto diſhonor. And Tob.19. 
26. ye beleeve not becauſe ye are not of my ſbeepe. 
Moreover,the glory of Heaven is due to. 
none,but is thefree gift of God, Re.6.23.Ther- 
fore God according to his moſt free will, can 
chooſe whom he will ro glory, and oyerpaſle 
whom he will and that without any aſperſio 
of iniuſtice or hard dealing : fincechat in the 
beſtowing of treegiſts there is no place left for 
tojuſtice.Neither is itany inclemecy or cruelty, 
todeny thattoany man, which is no way due 
unto him; eſpecially whe in the perlo preſented. 
unto 


+. \ The Suffraxr of the. Ant. 1. 
there is found the higheſt demerit or 
defert ry which is {ofarre from 

ng free gifts, that ir cannotchooſe, but 

Ir: moſt juſt oy ents: of which forr 
is the whole tare of mankinde repreſented 

_ to God, when hee was to chooſe, or refuſe 
whom he would among them. And whar is 

* here ſaid ofthe beſtowing of glory,js likewiſe 
to- bee .underſtood of the giving. cfleQtuall 


acc. 
a4ydeprede}.  Bebold mercy and judgement mercy in Eleftion, 
_—_ judgement apes thoſe that are hardened. 


Udemdecorr. » They bbich doe not pertaine tothe moſt certaine 
13" 8 ard beppy number of the predeſtinated, are difmiſ- 


ſed and left tatheir owne free will.&xc. 
Debove perſev. © - They Which by Gods deepe judgement are nat ſe- 
224 and -veredby the predeſtiaation f, grace fron the lumpe 


-of perdition, to them are not applyed Gods promiſes | 
 6r workmygs, through which they might beleeve , if | 


_ thy ſhould heare or ſee ſuch things. 


er. Ee 


© 
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Tas SECOND POSITION. 


T3 His not  elefling or over-paſ- 

fing doth not preſuppoſe mn 
the man overpaſſed any qualitie or 
other condition, then that which « 
in the elef, and which 15 common to 


the whole corrupted beape. 


[ © Od chooſi ing out of his mercy doth find 
Jerry cle&- perſon in. the corrupted 
cape,overyphelmed ia che\ſame:muſery 
with WAY reſt, and by his -preſent" condition 
ſubje& ro death. Rom. 9.'15; I will havemer- 
.c-08 Whom I will have mercy\ and ver22. hat 
he-may meke koowne therithes of bis glory: onthe 
| Veſſels of mercy which he had prepared to glory. Alſo 
| (er.24, ) God willing toſhew h bis eratban make 
knowne his power, Cc. at 
- Soequall objects and perſons of in ſame 


ode. being propounded, why God 


ſhould free ſome, \and'nocall,' why theſe ra- 


| therthenthem, thee does nor ferch = reaſon 


| our 'of any diſparity _— them, butonely 


out 


-c: The Cufrage of the the - ABT1- 


outof Gods freepleaſure to to ſhow forth here | 
his rich glory,there hisjaſt wrath, when he | 
makes theſe (fuch as they vere nor )7 veſſels 
of mercy, thoſe, ( ſuch as they very necre 
. were) yellels of wrath. | 

Arype hercof is repreſented unto us, Exek. 
1.16, wherethe naturailimpurity of all men 
is ſer downe( 4. )and the goodneſle of God 
_ chooſing, (4w,6.) Whenthou waſt in thy blood, 1 | 
- unto thee, live. yea Iſaid unto thee (others be- ' 

leftin their i impurity.) . 

He which-u6 freed let bim love Gods grace, bee 

which is -net-freed, : let bum acknowledge his owne 


Inlien.bh 36-3 - out of the ſame noſſ of per- © 


| dition anddanmation according tothe bardneſſe of | 
their heart dve treaſure np for: themſelves Wrath as 

much as in them lyes, God notwithſtanding through 

his merciful goodneſſe does bring from that ſtate 
Javee to repentance. others according to bi juft judg- 


-ment be does not bring. 


Grace doth final fonie, whom 2 adne —_ 
vid 37: (che moſt wicked at. theirlaſt end, when —y 4 00ur | 


Jenn egelo; AA <pro_s gfe. 


61t 1 ; 
(30; | | 


: © 
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Tas Wins PogirioN... | 
WW God affordeth bis ſa- 
vin os to'ſave Na- 

12 


tions, hee t this out of conſt- 
deration of ſpeciall worthin dra : 
eAnd when hee denies thu benefit 
to others, there 4s alwaics a conco- 
mitant unworthineſſe in them, to 
whom it is denied. But the meere 
will of God is the onely cauſe, why 
to theſe be will not ſhow that mer- 

 cy,whnch out of, his good pleaſure he 
vouchſafed to others 10 leſſe un-: _ 
worthy thereof. 


Eur. 9. 4. Say not in thine beart, ' for my þ 


 righteouſnefſe, the Lord hath brought mee in 
to poſſeſſe thi land," "When for the wickedneſs 
| of thafe Aion be hath driven them out from be- 
| fore thee: and (v. 5.) That he might performe the 
| Þordthat be ſware unto thy Fathers. 
| Vponthelike motives God alwayes finds 


F 2 in 


Anz; 


—iBuſoaueſthe 


Proſp de vac. 
gent lb. nc. 15, 


| inally = s why he ſhould notgiue his Goſs |: 
pel robe preached, ot why hee ſhouldrake it | 
away. heing once\ given. But wherghee af- 
forderh jrto a-prople,it'is not for thekr righte-. 
ouſneſſe, or leſfe wickedneſle,then is other- 


where found ; as if it were out of a kinde of 


congruity or deſert, but for his good pleaſure 
and freedome of his ſpirit, vwhic blowes where 
it lifteth,and as long as it will. 

If we will aſcribe this tothe merits of mens wills, 
that grace ſhould bee (aid to paſſe by thebad , and 
chooſe the good,the late of many innumerable Nati- 
ons will confute us, to whom for ſomany ages the | 
light of heavenly dofirine hath ot ſhined. ! 

Neither can we ſay that their poſterity were bet- 
ter men,of whom it was written, The Gentiles ,which  * | 
ſate indarkeneſſe have ſeene a great light. | 


SRC tx 


Tre Foarzre PosITION. # 
.T O Jome of thoſe, towhom | 6 
the' Gofp ne hath ſhined, al- \/* 

though they bee indued with many | þ 
-\ ifs of grace, yet of their.owne ac- | | 

| Fs and withall infallibly, they, | th 
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be 


: "hy God# permiſrivn;\ fallinto thoſe» 
fu _ which being forſakenarit{ 
ſo remajnin : till death, they make 


ai rableto 2 juſt a damnation. 

V V E deenot deny burrheſe chough 
being not eleted,yetrecerve ma- 

5 ny cftects of grace,fuchasreqko- 

ned up, Heb. 6 4. Illumination, taft of the hea- 
rvenly viftof the good word.and of the powers of the 
world to come. An which they turne to their 
owneegreater deſtruction, being left to their 


owne wills,. and not being founded upon . 


| Chriſt according ro rhe-decree of EleRion, 
Rom. 11. 7. . The eleflion hath obtained it, and 
' thereſt wereblinded. 
' He that falls away from Chriſt, and endswbis li 
| being analien from grace; ſhall bee danuied for bis 
' laſt ſinnes. And becauſe his Apoſtacy could not be 
| biddenfrom Gods foreknowledge, nor fruſtrate the 
| ſame, without doubt. Gad never choſe ſuch a man, he 
| never predeſtinated him," yea hee never. ſet apart 
| from eternall death him,%who Was to pertſh. 

| Some recefve. the grdceof, (70d, but for.a time, 


ins pants not they. farſake' -Gud,, ant. are 
F 3 for- . 


Proſp.ad cap. 
Gall. reſp. 2+ 


Aug. 6 gorvepe 
8 £7al.cdp. 13, 


PR "Y 


+11 The Cuſſrggyef tbe. | Aznt. 


h . als —— _ Re oo woe — - 
hs nnd As _ - 2 
_—_ NI Wo _—_ 9 EO LI VECA + - 
— — "_ - > ——_— « 
—_— en vg v—<- -  ervd re re * = EEE "O00 
® 


I ohm—pr oy - = _ + 9 
S__ ee rr nee OOO 


HER they fe to thriri vue 1 
for they ave. ol 
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Od damner: none, or deflinates 
Go damnation, except FAY 


"ration of jmune. f- || 
r..CZQd diſpenſeth the gifs ofgr race to his | 

: free will. Matt. 20.15. Iris noe wal . 

for we todoe what 1 will with mine owne + ? Yerhee |: 

never appoints the: evill of puniſhmenc, bur |. 
upon the fore-ſeene guilt of men. Rom. 3. 9. |- 

The Jewes.and Greekes are all under finne. _ DION 

That every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the werld |. 

yuultie before God. '. Rom. 2. g. Tribulation and | 

exgai/h 4 #ato the ſoule of every man that wor- | 


2 41e\ S\ <a fammaaaicun aof1 vin- | 1 : 
dienihh juſtice, andrherefore ir muſt necells- f 


Gn ay if via abdiber rien, 


kb. nar forcell the falls of thoſe which periſh, 


wor the: mtvÞardueſſe * wicked men nor the p>= bf Þ 
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defires of ſinners, hut God hath” fore-ordained bis 
owne judgement, by which bee will rover tg-every 
one pa. to that þe hathdane.... 4 


TY 


*Erroneous: Opn 


a—_ 
_ whorge by which God from all eter i% 
tie, and that irvevecably, hath purpofed off 
of lapſed mankinae, to leave none but the impe- 
nitent; and incredulnxs , in finne, and under the . 


i, mratheof* Grd; ar bring alieys fram Chriſt wthe - 


. whole andeni;re decree of Reprobation., 


" T5 we deny, for the 'reaſonzalled- 


ged by us _ firſt:exroncous 
_ of EleRtio 1 ITN \ NaN ths \3\ 1; 
2 Belid es, in this decree, there:ts. notcon- 


rained the ſpecial wul of God, notrotake pl- 


| repeobation- (a5itj5 oppoſcd — 
formally contained. 192102 


and brought to.cexnallÞie.. INKBL (I Yon \\h 


ar 1 Tres: 


! 


tic of whom he will, jn-which tbe degtezof- 


de etch hidcelativrere. no — 
patle-by — cog be hos, | 


_—_——_———— 
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hw: 77; Xeprebuion roms ſalvation i not of one 
T: kinde onel zither indefinite and Jong | 
wall, orelſede - andparticular: and that this 
- walſa diverſe, either incomplete 


Fevecable, mu 
rable : or elſe complete, irrevocable immutable, 


——_ which is the negation of 


Fi: eion, deth ſer dowvne to us the im-" 
 mutable will of God,by whichhe hath : 
decreed not totake pitic of that perſon, vwvhom | 


he paſleth by,ſo farre forth as to beftovy upon 


-himerernall life. Now this will of God doth 


:noradmir any chan bay all, Efa.:46. to. My 
comnſell ſhall ſtand. 
Ichange not. 

; Herexo-may beadded vwhat wee kave for. 


imerly- fer downevar'the' fourth. onthiodexall 


Poſicion; andar thefourt erroneous pofition 


3 "OM concerning Eletion. -'-* 
Cagry, anno: | 


the. world; 
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b. 36. [an the Lord, : 


Cn nears he jm wi. id py | 


| 

{ 

] 

| 4 
C 


| AR T,1I, Divmes of Great Britame. 


Trae Trip. 


Y $4 vo man afrer Adams fall was overpaſ: 
ſed by the meere will of God, but all reproba- 
tion of particular perſons was made upon corfte 
deration of their antecedent infidelity, and finall 
perſeverance in the ſame. 
Oſt certaine itis, that God from all e- 
ternity did know, that thoſe, whom 
__ heſhould paſſe by, would dye in their 
infidelity. Bur it is falſe that this forcſeene in- 
fidelity ſhould berthe caule of his not-electiag 
them. ; 
1 Forall men,and every man in particular, 
it noteleed roperievering faith,are foreſeen, 
as perlevering in infidelity;and no man is fore- 
ſe:n as without faile perlevering in his infide- 
lcy,buthe, whom God in the diſpoſing of 
effectuall grace by his antecedent decree hath. 
paſſed by,loh.20.26.1e beleeve not becauſeye are 
not of my ſheepe. 1 Tob.2. 19.1f they had beene of us, 
they bad continued with us. "I'he Apoſtle ferch- 
cth this preterition, ornon-election from the 
meere will of God.as it is wanifeſt out of the 
forecited places,at the firſt Orthodoxall poſiti- 
on concerning Reprobation, & at the ſecond 
G Erxxor 
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Aug. Epiſt. 107- 


Ihid, 


error concerning Election. 

2 Foconclude, if we ſhall ſet downe for 
a ground, that no man is reprobated, bur for 
his foreſeene impeairence, and finall incredu- 
litie,there ſhould be ris myſterie in the decree 
of Reprobation, nothing vnſearchable, no- 
thing beyond our reach.quite contrary to that 
of the Apoſtle, Roa'£1.33. Obthedepth, exc. 
to that, Rom. 9: 20. What art thou O man, who 
diſputeſt againſt God? - 

Ve know that grace us not given toall men, and 
that where it is beſtowed, it 1s not given according 
£0 the merit of their workes neither yet according to 
the merit of their will tow} ws given. 

Many are not ſaved,ndt becauſe they would not 
be ſaved,but becauſe God will not : That is becauſe 
God is not pleaſed to beſtow ſpecial effeftnall grace 
#upon them. 


THheE FovRTH. 


Yu nowan is conſideredof God, as reprove-. 
tea, paſſed by ,or not cleted, except in the we- 
ry moment of death. 


1 His is manifeſtly falſe, becauſe theeon- | 
ſquents of rhis prexerition, arc app*- | 


rantly | 
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ART. 2, Divimesof Great Britaine.. _ un 
rantly ſhewed toward them, whom God 
doth paſte by,even in this life. Such are thoſe 
deſcriptions obvious in the holy Scriptures. 
Of not calling according ro the purpoſe of 
God; Gods permitting men to walke in their 
owne wales, that their hard hearts are not 
mollified. Wich whom God deales after this 
manner,tt.oſe he confiders,as men, whom he 
had formerly paſſed by,or not-eglected, Ro.g. 
God hated Eſau before bee had done either good or 
ill. Mat. 13. To ſome it is not given to know the 
myſtery of the Kingdome of Heaven. 


Mm OA 


The Suftrage concerning the 
ſecond Article. 


Tre FirsT POSITION. 


O' Ut of an eſpeciall love and 


intention 1 of God the Fa- 


ther,and of (rift himſelfe,Chrift 
hed ' for the Ele, that hee might 


Gr "of 


Re The Suffrage of the 
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effetually obtaine for them.and in- 
fallibly beſtow on them both remiſ- 
fron of ſmnes,and ſalvation. 


His firſt propoſition declareth, thatthe 

Elect ſhall without faile haveremiffion 

of {innes, and eternall life by the death 
of Chrilt,and that out ofthe eſpeciall love and 
intention: of God the Father, and Chriſt. 
This is proved out of the holy Scriptures, 
which doe ſhew forth the efficacie of the 
death of the Sonne of God in reſpe& of the 
Ele&t, Tobn 11.51. Jeſus muft dye for the Nati- 
on, dnd not onely for that Nation, but that hee 
mizht gather into one the ſonne of God, which 
were diſperſed, Epbeſ. 5.25. God loved the 
(hurch, and gave binelfe for it , that be might 
ſanttifie tt, ec. In which words is declared 
the intention of Chriſt offering himlelfe , as 
the ſame offering concerneth the infallible be- 
ſtowing of ſalvation. 


arts | 
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THret SECOND POSITION. 


() Ut of the ſelfe ſame love by 


and for the merit and mter- 


cefon of Chriſt, faith, and perſe- 


verance, are given to the ſame B- 
left, yea _ all other things, by 
which the condition of the covenant 
# fulfilled, and the promiſed bene- 
fit, namelz,etcrnall life ts obtamed. 


4 Þ fm poſition ſheweth, that our of fi 
death and interceſſion of Chriſt, thoſe 
'gifts of grace doe flow tothe Elet,by which 
'they are effectually brought to lite erernall. 
Rom.$.32.33 39. Hee that ſpared not his owne 
Sonne, how ſhall he not even with him give us all 
#hings? Heb.8. 10. I will give my lawes into their 
mindes, and in their bearts 1 will write them. Fot 
that grace, which is given unto: the Elect far 
the death of Chriſt, is the grace of effectuall 
redemprion. Now wee underſtand by the 
grace of redemption, not ſuch a grace, by 
which men may bee redeemed, if they will; 
"rs G 3 bur 


"The Sofhegref the | Ax. 2. | 


but by which they are in event mercifully re- re- 
deemed, becauſe God ſo willeth. : 


Tur TruikDd POSITION. 


a taking pitie on mankinde 
being falne, ſent his Son, who 


gave himſelfe a car for the ſins 


of the whole world. 

N chis oblation of Chriſt we conſider two | 
things: themanner of calling of men to the 
actual participation of this ſacrifice, and the | 
benefit divers wayes redounding unto men | 

'theſame ſacrifice. 

As for the manner,there is no mortallman, | 
who cannot truly and ſcrioully bee called by | 
the Miniſters of the Goſpell to the participari- | 
on'ofremiſſion of ſinnes, and eternall life by | 
this death of Chriſt. -A&s 13. 33-39. Bee it | 
knowne wnto you that remiſſion of ſunnes is preached | 
by (briſt. John 3.17. He that beleeves not, is con-| ' 
demmed, becauſe hath not beleeved in the Jonne | ' 

of God. Thereis nothing falſe, nothing colou-| | 
rably fained inthe Goſpell, but whatloever is! | 
offered or promiſed i in it by the Miniſters of] * 
'the word, is after the fame manner offered 8] 


pro- 
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pramiled unto them by the Author of the 
; Goſpell, 

Touching the benefic by the deach of 
Chriſt, in which is contained an infinite trea- 
fare of merits, and ſpiritual] bleſſiags, the ac- 
cuall fruit doth redonnd to men "akgr that 
' manner, and that meaſure, and by the ſame « 

meanes, as ſeemes good to God himſelfe. YN 
| Now it pleaſeth God even after the accep- 
* tation ofthis ſacrifice, no otherviſe to beſtow 
| 12 upon' any man remiſſion of ſinnes 
| and cternall life, then by faith in the ſame Re- 
| deemer. And here that ſame erernall and le- 
| cret decree of Eleftion ſhevves it ſelfe, in as 
| much asthat price vas paid for all, and will 

. | *certainly promote all beleeyers unto erernall 

| life, yeris not beneficial uno all; becauſe all 
| | havenort the gift of fulfilling this condition 
| of the gracious covenant. Chriſtthereforeſo 

.| dyed A or all, thar ali and every one by the 
meanes of. faith might obtaine remiſſion of 
| ſins,and eternall life by vertue-of that ranfome 
;| paid once for all mankinde. But Chriſt fo 
f] dyed for the ele; that'by the: merit of his 
;| deathin fpeciallmattnerdeſtivared untothem 
ACCcor- 
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according; to the: eternall good pleaſure of 
God, they mightinfallibly obtaine both faich 
and cternall lite. 


Tre FovreTH PosSITION,. 
Por this merit of Chriſt is 
founded that generall promiſe 
of the Goſpell,according towhich al 
that beleeve in Chriſt may really 


attaine remiſſion of ſins, and eter- 
nall life. 
T Hatthis promiſe is univerſall,and founded 
onely upoathe death of Chriſt, it is evi- 
dentout of the 10. ofthe As 43. To him give 
all the Prophets Wwitneſſe, that they ſhall receive 
remiſſion of ſinnes, by his name, as many as beleeve 
in him, exc. Rom.3. 24. 25, Whom God hath ſet 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood. 
Therefore although this promiſe bee not di- 
yulged unto all in-every time and place, yet it 
is of that nature,that.it may betruly publiſhed 
to all and every one : For the narure of the 
promile. extends it ſelfe perpetually co: man- 
kinde, although che knowledge of the/pro- 


mile 
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miſe according to the {peciali providence. of 
God, -is publiſhed ſometimes to theſe, ſome- 
times to other Nations. Marke 16.15. Goe mmto 
all the world, and preach the Goſþell to every crea- 
ture, He that beleeveth, exc. 


| Tae Firtu PosITION. 
| N the ( hurch, wherein accor- 
ding tothe promiſe of the Goſpel 
alvation ts offered to all, there is 
ſuch an adminiſtration of grace, as 
is ſufficient to convince all impeni- 
tents and unbelcevers, that by their 
owne voluntary default, either 
through neolett cr contempt of the 
 Goſpell,they periſh, and come ſhort 
of the bencfit offered unto them. 
C * Hrilt by his death not onely eſtabliſhed 
the euangelicall covenant; but moreover 
obtained of his Father, that whereſoever this 
Covenant ſhould bee publiſhed, there alſo, 
rogether with it, ordinarily ſuch a meaſure of 


ſupernaturall grace ſhould bee diſpenſed, as 
Rs H | '* may 


% 
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may ſuffice to convince all impenitents and 
unbelcevers of contempt, or-at lealt of negy 
le&,-in that the condition was not fulfilled 
by them. we 

Here two thingsare briefly —__ 
ned. Whereof the firſt we pur downe for a 
ſuppoſition: That ſome meaſure of grace is 
ordinarily offered by the Miniſterte of the 
Golpell. 

T he ſecond fora poſition : That that grace 
is ſufficient to convince all impenitents. and 
incredulous perſons, either of contempt\or at 
leaſt of neglect. | | 

The firſt is plaine our of the Scriptures. 
Eſay 59.and the laſt verſe. This is my covenant 
With them, ſaiththe Lord: My Spirit that 1s upon 
thee, and my word, which I have put in thy mouth, 
ſhall not depart out of thy mouth from henceforth , 
and for ever. Hence it is evident that the word 
and the Spirit are in(eparably joyned together 
by the promiſe of God inthe Miniſtery of the 
word, 4539 
Hence the Miniſters of the new Teſta- 
mentare called the Miniſters, not of the tettey; 
but of the ſpirit nor of the killing letter; but of the 
| ſpirit 
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ſpirit that giveth life. 2 Cor. 3; 6: The miniſtery | 


ot the Goſpell. . 8. 1s called wi mnliaer@ 
The miniſtration of the Spirit. Hence is the Goſ 
pell ſtyled, Tit.z.11. avs nie; ſaving grace, or 
the gracethar bringeth ſalvation:and viſ& wmieyis, 
2 Cor.5.19. The word of reconciliation. And our 
Saviour, Luke 1d.9.11. when he ſent che 70. 


Diſciples to preach the Goſpell, commanded | 


them,that they ſhould ſay to the. people, to 
whom they preached it, The kingdome of Hea- 
even i#come neare unto them. Becauſe that ſome 
ſupernaturall grace js offered unto- them, to 
whom the Goſpell is preached. F. - 

It is not Well ſaid, that all thoſe are not 'called to 
Trace, toall whom the Goſpell is preached, although 
there may be fome,who obey not the Goſpell. 

The ſecond is proved out ofthe 15 of John 
22, 1f Thad not come and ſpoken unto' them, they 
had not had ſinne but now have they no-cloake for 
their fſnne. Our of this place it is certaine, that 
Chriſt in propounding the Goſpell,did with- 
all diſpence that internall grace, which fofar 
forth futficed, that in that rhey _—_— not, 
or rejected the Goſpell, they might bee juſtly 
taxed of poſitive infidelity. Tohn 3. 19, This is 
| | T 
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condemnation, that light is come into theworld, and 
men loved darkneſſe rather then light. Soare men 
juſtly damned, becauſe they turne away from 
chelight of the Goſpell. Heb. 2. 3. How ſhall 
we eſcape if we neglett ſogreat ſalvation * For the 
neglect of ſalvation offered in the Goſpel], we 
are ſubject ro juſt puniſhment: therefore (al- 
yation 1s offered inthe Goſpell. 

Heb. 4.12. The Wordof God is quicke and 
powerfull, and ſharper then any two edged ſword, 
piercing even to dividing aſunder of ſoule and ſþi- 
rit, and of the joynts and marrow, and is a diſcerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Hence it 
comes to be manifeſtthat there is fuchpower 
and cefhcacie of the word, that it inſinuares it 
ſelfe even into the ſecreteſt cloſets ofthe ſoule, 
and as it, doth without faile quicken thoſe 
which truely beleeve; (o it doth truely inflict 
a deadly wound upon the ſtubborne. 

Laſtly,the Scripture threatneth moſt bitter 
puniſhments to thoſe, who doe not receive; 
who negle&t, whodelpiſe, the preaching of 
the Goſpell. Mat. 10. 14. Whoſcerver ſhall not 
heare your Words, It ſhall be eaſier for Sedom. Heb. 
-6:4 | Its impoſsible for. thoſe, who Were ence ex- 
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 lightened andbarve tefted of t the good gift of God, 
exc. For the earth which drinketh in the raine, and 


| yet beareth thernes and bryars,js nighunto curſing. 


Tae SixT PosITION.. 


7 Orwithſlanding thu generall 

( ovenantof ſaving hol ethat 

W4 God 1s not tyed 1hy any co- 
venant or promiſe to afford the 
Goſpel, or ſaving grace, to all and 

' every one. But thereaſon why hee 


affords 1t to Jome, and 'paſſeth by 


| others, is his owne mercie and ab- 


ſolute freedome. 
Hriſt hath- no otherwiſe eſtabliſhed 


chis-covenant, then that the communica- 
tio of this covenant ſhold remaine; inthe free 
& full powerof the Father.Bur.God in giving 
one graceis nottyed to the giving of another. 
Matt..10. 15.1s it not lawful for me. to doe With 
my one what I will ? 
- No ſuch covenant or promiſe is to be Grad 
«Ig the Scriptures. , God: promileth i ia the eld 
Leica H3 Teſta- 
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Epiſlola ad Ruff. 
& de vocat, 


gent. lib.z cap 3, 4 


Teftarnetit, *harthe preaching: of the Golpell 
ſhould'be commuinicared to Je Grinites In 
the new Teſtament thepartirion wall is bro- 
ken downe, and it is given in charge to the 
Apoſtles, Marke 16. 15. Goe into all the world 
and preach the Goſpell unto every creature: bur 
God-nio where promiſed, that univerſally in 
the world, atoneand theſametime it ſhould 


be preached. 


Nay rather ( as is well noted by Proſper,) | 
Eyen'at that -oery time,in-which the preaching of 


the Goſpell was ſent to all Nations, bee, who would 
have all men to.be ſaved, and come antothe know - 
ledge.of the.truth., yet fotbad the Apoſtles to goe to 


ſome places, Ando by this ſloppins or delaying of 


the Goſpel, any were ſo foreſlowen,or hindred,that 
they dyed without the knowledge of the truth, and 


Without ſanttifymg regeneration. Let the Scripture | 
ſpeak what was done. But paſsing through Phrygia, 


and the R egion of Galatia,they are forbidden by the 
holy Ghoft to preach the word in Afta;but after they 
were come to Myſia, they a/ſayed to goeints Bithy- 
nia, but the ſpirit ſuffered themnot, Thus farre 


Proſper. 


_ 2 Moreover;it is plainly evident(notwith-* 


Rand- 
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ſtanding this univerſal Covenant,ywhich was 
of force even if the old, Teltament)that God: 
revealed not the. knowledge hereof unto the 
Gentiles, Þ/al. 147. 8. 19: 20. Hee ſbeweth his 
word unto lacob,he hath not dealt ſo with any Na- 
tion, andiberefore they knew not theſe lawes: Atts 
14. 16. God in' times paſt Juffered all Nations tt 
walke in their 0bne wayes. Yeaand in ourdaies 
ſcarce the fixt, part of the habitable warld 
havegiven their names to Chriſt.Bur ifin fact 
and event God hath never vouchlafed: the 
preaching of the Goſpel ro all and exery| one; 
certainly then hee-isnor bound ſa'to affordir; 


For he doth, whatſoever he hath bound him- 


{clfe to doe. 


Theſame alſo isto be ſaid of faving grace. | 


We no wherein the-Scriprutes meet with a- 
ny menticn ofany promiſe, by which God 
| hath bound himlelfe ro impart this grace to 
all andeyery one. Nay rather the Scripture 


makes mention of Gods liberty.in coramile- - 


rating, Rom. 9. x18. Gadhathtercy own>hom bee 
will have mercy, notwithſtanding; this cque- 
nant grounded;inthe blood of Chriſt. And 
-| although, God doth blejſe with may bene- 
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firs all men,yea eyen the moſt ungratefull,vo*b 
live without the lifts of the Church', and al- 
chough all men ( as being ſinners ) ſtand in 
need of ſaving graces, yet is hee obliged to 
noneither co defiowe the one or the other. 
.\:3 Laſtly, it is concluded out of the holy 
Scriptures,chat ſome are iudged and condem- 
ned for finnes committed onely againſt the 
law of nature, Rom. 2.14.15. Whereby is im- 
plyed,thar upon invincible ignorance they are 
exculed for not fulfilling the Law of faith. 
Which excuſe can have no place, where God 
proclaimes his Law , and men are bound to 


obey. 


ERRONEOvs OPINIONS 
rejetted by us. 


Taz FrgsrT. 
"Hat Chriſts death being granted, God hath 
uo other intention of ſaving any particular 
perſons then conditionall,and ſuſpended upon the | 
contingent alt of mans faith, Fn TY 
I Or therefuting this, ſufhcientgrounds 
4 arelaid by us in our former-pofine 
and reaſons concerning the' firſt Arti- 


cle,in which the election of particular perſons 


IS 
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is. eſtabliſhed, and incomplete Eleftion con- 
fuced. 
Item, where the certaine meanes of ſalya- 
tion flowing from the decree of EleCtion are 
ſer forth. Laſtly, in this ſecond Article, at the 
firſt and ſecond Poſitions, where is proved, 
chat Chriſt. dyed with that intention, that hee 
 mightbeſtowy ſpeciall graces upon the elec. 

2 All theologicall Arguments drawne 
fromthe Scriptures and analogy of 'faith, by 
which Chrifts incarnation, humiliation, and 
exaltarion, are either proved or confirmed, do 
tend to the demonſtration of Gods exprefſe 
intention, for a fruitfull effect ofthis lo great a 
myſtery, nor producing it upon coming, 

(namely, ifmen would that this fruit might 
hence aniſe, when it was equally in their ps- 
wer to nill the (ame) bur effecting it with- 
out faile, the power of God working it. 

3 Moreover, the houſe of God being to be 
built ex bominibus, of men, hath not fafficient 
firmeneſſe and ſolidicy, if ic be built ab homini- 
bus, by men: his fabricke muſt bee reared b 
Gads owne hand. Mat. 16.18. Vpon this _ 
will I build my (burch. 1 ( or. 3. 9. Tee are Gods 

= I 


bus- 
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buchandry, ye are Gods building. Epheſ 2.20. Be- 


mg baile upon the foundation of the Prophets and 
Apoſtles , Chrift bimſelfe being the: cbiefe :corner 


fone: In whom all the building fitly framed topether 
groweth unto an holy Temple ,&-c. In Whom you al- 
ſo are builded together. Ep:eſ. 4. 16. From-whom 


the whole body fitly joyned together, and compatted 
by that which every joint ſupplye; according to the 
effeftuall working in the meaſure of every part X&c. 


' Therefore God building a Chorch for him- 


ſelfe, doth with his owvne hand prepare the 
ſtones, poliſh them, and tyment chem: hee 
doth not expect that they ſhould by hap ha- 
zard fic themſelves , and joyne themſfelyes to 
the foundation. 

4 Vpon no leſs certainty of a ſpecialldecree, 
the ſalyatio of the Church is-fore-ordained to 
beeffecually broghtro pats by Chriſt, the that 
by w«-Chriſt himſelfe is ſenr. The ſamevoice 
of God: which at firſt promiſed Chriſt tobee 
exhibited, dothalſoleale unrous by: an abfo- 
lie ptomiſe the cffect thereof, withour any 
condition. Gen.3.15. The ſeed of the woman 
breake the Serpents bead. 'Buit.the Serpent is. nor 


 Gnifhed,»burby the certaine-frgcing 66 YomE 


MEN 
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men from the captivity of Satan, and tranſ- 
plantation into-the kingdome ofthe Sonne ef 
God. Eſa.5 3. 10. When thou ſhalt make his ſoule 
an offering for finne, hee ſhall ſee his ſeed, hee ſhall 
prolong his dayes. Hebr. 2.13. Behold Tand the 
children which God bath given me. Therefore the 
decree of God, concerning the continuance 
of his ſeed tobe adopredinto the houſhold of 
Chriſt,is inſeparably knitto the decree of lay- 
ing downe Chriſts ſoule for ſinne : and unto 
Chriſt offering himſelfe fora lacrifice children 
are given,not by or ofthemſelves,burt of God, 
who indeed gave Chriſtuntothem. 

5 lfthe fruit of Chriſts paſſion bee onely 
conditionall, then the benefit redounding 
from the ſecond Adam is not more certaine 
then it had beene from the rſt Adam, © forto 
bim ſalvation was propounded under this 
condition { Doe this, and live,) which conditi- 
onthat he might perform if he would, ability 
was given him by God, yer not ſo that hee 
ſhould withourfaile performe itactually. Bur 
inthe new Teſtament, grace being obtained 
for us by the death of Chriſt, ſalvation is not 


onely offered unto.us under a condition, (be- 
| | I 2 leeve 


59 


— 


— 


—_—_— 


leeve and they ſhale be ſaved) bur God brings to 
paſſe by his holy Spirir, that we belceve a&tu- 
ally. Heb.8. 6. He is the Mediator of a better co- 
rovenant, Which Was eſtabliſhed upon better promi- 
ſes. And what that promile 1 is.,it is evident,wv. 


10. Iwill put my lawes into their mts and write 
them in their hearts. 


THE SECOND ERRONEOvYS 
OPINION. 
Hat it was the proper and entire end of 
Chriſts death, that he might purchaſe right 


and power unto God the Father, to ſave men up. 
on what conditions he would. 


: TF thedeath of Chriſt did purchaſe no. 
thing clſe for us, then to open a meanes 
for the making of any new covenant 

with mankinde, then are we not freed from 

the yoakeof the Law, becauſe notwithſtan- 
ding this, irſhall bee free for Godthe Father, 
yea even after the payment and accepration 
of this ſacrifice, againeto impoſe uponus the 
condition of performing the Lawy.Bur: Fur Chriſt 
totakeaway the curſe ofthe Law,wasfor us, 
thatis, in our ficad, and that once,made wes, 


accuſe, 


TheOuffgrefele. ART.2, 
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acurſe,Gal.z. 13. Therefore we cannot, in re- 
ſpect of the Law: not performed by us , bee 
made againe guiltic ofthe Law,and wungunigy: 
7, the ſecond nme accurſed. 

- 2 Chriſt by his death hath merited for us. 
the very reconciliation of our perſons with 
God,yeaand grace to bea&tually imparted to 
ns, Toh. 1.16. Of bis fulnefſe have all we received; 
Otherwiſe the ſecond Adgm ( being the Lord 
from Heaven )had bin lcfſc helpfull co his,the. 
the firſt Adam. (being from the earth earthly, ) 
had beene harmefull to. his, both in reſpect of 
imputation, if Chriſt had not undergone pu- 
niſhment for us, and alſo in reſpect oftranſ- 
fuſion, if no- propagging grace bee derived . 
from Chriſt & head into.his members. 

Tre Trnird ErRoNBOvVS. * 
OyPINION- | 


= Chrifts dcath hath obtained for allmen, 
reftitution-into the ſtate of grace avd ſal.. 
V41108. | 


I {nem is. a thing promiſed by the 


new covenar,neither is-ir promiſed, bu 

__ upoenthecondition of faith. Whoſorver 
Jelerveth ſha be ſaved; Since therefore all mens 
I 3 have 
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have not faith in Chriſt, under w® onlycon- 
dition falvation'is promiled,itis certaine that 
the death' of Chriſt did not obtaine for all, buc 
for the faichfull alone, reſtoring into the ſtate 
of grace and ſalvation, which is abundancl 
proved,by that ofche Apoſtle, Rom.5.1.Being 
J#ſtified by faith we have peace with God. By peace 
in tharplace we underſtand our reconciliatio 
with God,who were formerly enemies, and 
ourreſtoring into the boſome of grace. This 
is alfo further enforced by thoſe places,* Rom. 
3-4. Gal. 2.16. Which provethat we are ju- 
flified by faith alone in Chriſt; that is accoun- 
ted by God for juſt perſons. 
>»: Wichsur faith in Cbrift, man doth re- 
maine iti the ſtate of damnation, Iobn 3. 18. 
ele is already judged. Tobn 3, 36. He ſhall not ſee 
life but the wrath of God remaineth on hjm. But 
they wholoeverare reſtored into the boſlowe 
of grace, every oneof thera hath remiſſion of 
finnes, which makes men happy, P/ab.32-1. 
neither doe they remaine in condemnation, 
neither doth the vwvrarh of God remaine gpon 
them.” They therefore who want faith, are 
tiot reſtored; by the death of Chriſt, my 
A - 
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ſtate gf grace or-ſalvation, fince through the 
nameiof Chriſt:-no-man obtaineth remiffion 
of hanes;- except. hee who beleeves cimhun; 
Acts 10.43-- t D31632:97 | vis « WOK-/ i 

3 lflo bethe death of: Chriſt hath obrain- 


ed reſtitution for all, then are they reſtored ei 


ther then when Chriſt from all crernity rvwas 
deltinated to death, which is falſe; For ſono 
man ſhould be borne a child of wrath, nei- 
cherfhould origiaall finne any whic damage 
mankinde, being according to this opinion 
from all eternity forgiven them .neithetthould 
infants and othernecd-rhe laver'of regenera- 
tion: Which is .contraxry-to the aſſertion of 


our Saviour, Tobn 3.5, Except « manbe borne of 


water and the ſpirit he cannot enter inta the King- 
dome of Heaven. Or elſe they were reſtored in 
the perſonofour firſt parents, i whenithe pro- 
mile ofthe ſeed of.che woman was predaim- 
ed. Which cannot be. '' Fof'our firſt pgents 
were-nor reſtoige inte theſtare of grace, but 
by fair\in Chriſt, and gonſequently.theinpo- 
ſteriry. ig. like\, manner.) Therefgre.n0t:gll, 


whether beecyer Or u FR are reſto- 
red. Or ally DEAL HE red 


death 


iy. tm 4 


MERE NR. OE af Po tg® 


—_ 
- 

> i 
Rt. 


- The Suſſougeef the'\ A wr; 9,4. 
death upon the Ctofle, which cannotbe. For 
fo no man before that. moment ſhould-have 
beene reſtored, which will not be granted by 
any : neither are all reſtored from that time, 
becauſe without doubt even at that momenc 
and afterward,the anger of God waxed hor 
againſt ſome of his accuſers,condemners,cru- 
 cifiers,and mockers @ 
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Their Suffragesoncerning the- 
third and fourth 
uy © ARTICLES. 
Firſt of the ſtrength of freewill i a 
fir ſtrength of fre To fter 
Taz Fixer Po SITION. 
'Þ He will of man being falne, w 
® deprived of the ſupernatural 
and ſaving graces with which it 
wes endowed in the flate of innocen-. 
£3,and therefore to the performing 


, " 


of 


Any — " Divinref Grout Be 


" of any ſpiritual #ftions it i able 19 
doe nothing without the aff fakey 


of grace. 


Hat the will of man was a 

with excellent graces, it is hence manj- 

feſt, becauſe man was made after the 
Image of God. Bur the jm age of God had 
the prime place in the cheife faculty of the 
ſoule,and wharcheſe graces were wich which 
the will of man was beautified in the Creati. 
on,it is evident out of thoſe things, which arc 
reſtored = -n 7 —_— againe of this 
Image ut yee on thatnew man, 
ns after bh _—_ Inrighteouſne e andtrue 
bolinefſe. And that this righteouſne c holineſs 
and NT ightneſ of hg” was ofebyghc 
fall, it is, cleare bay this ſecond rogues Þ 


_ ND NE Ed. a HOES 


| S_ | Fhaidufhagefode.ncet "Azz Z 


ner worn Ry > oa 


15.5. Witheut me youcan'doe nathing., Rom.s 
1 46 yet wee were of no ſtrength, Ec. 2 _ or- 

3.5.We are not ſufficient of on ſelves to thinke 
any thing, as of our ſelves. | 

Jcbvrid.e.zo. ©» FIEnCe is that ſaying of St. Auſtin, That good 
£41 4 Wicked man doe except ſo farre farth as bee is 
freed from perdition. And againe, OarWill is ſo 
farre ſaidto be free;as it is A 
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| Plow the will of a may. . 
being fallen,not- onely a poſit- 
a" bility wy (inning, butalſoan Fad 


-. long inclination toſinne. | 


| Ti; zofcibili | Typas' whe Ylt ; event 

YM 2 Ixk & WASH gtrupt; as iris roo evi- 
-dencbythe' _ But after the'fall, e- 
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ked, Gen. 6.5. Every imagination of the thoughts s of | 
mans heart Tas evill contmuatly. A ſlavery under 
{linne, Rom. 6. 17. Te were he ſervants of ſinne. 
Laſtly,death in ſfinne,Fpby/.2. Sena coals in 
ſinnes and treſþaſſes. 

Neither can the caſe ſtand otherwiſe in cor- 
' rupr man not 'yet teſtored by the grace of 
God, ſincethar ſuch is the nature of the will, 
that ir cannot remaine {ingle or utterly ne 
niſhed,bur falling fro one object ,ctowhich ir 
did adhere, irpurſucs another eagerly roem- 
brace it. And therefdtc being by a voluntary 
Apoſtalie habitually rurried from God the 
Creator, it runnes tothe creature, with ataun- 
bridled appetite, and in aluſtfuland baleman- 
ner commits fornication with it, being al- 
wayes delirous to fet her heart-and ref 'an 
thoſe things w® ought onlyto be n{ed otithe 
By, and to attempt and accormpliſh things 
forbidden.. What maruell then'it ſuch a will 
bethe bondf(live of thedeuill? '7/aki 11,27. 


Then @ ſtrong man any keepes his place, bis goods 


arg In peaceg(5r. i.. 
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Of thoſe things char goc before 
(onverſeon. 
Tart FirsT POSITION. 


Here are certaine externall 
workes ordinarily required of 
men before they be brought to the. 
ſtate of regeneration, or converſion, 
which arewont ſometimes to be per- 
formed freely by them, and other- 
whites freely omitted, as to poe to 
 Ghurch,to bear the word preached, 
or the like. 


p Ri ſuchthings are muiadi itis manifeſt, 
Rom. 1.0.4. How ſhall they beleeve in him, of 
hon they have not beard. And that they 
are in our poxyer both reaſon tells-us, ſeeing 
i is in every, mans power to rule his mouing 


faculry; and experieneeprovesit; breaufe'wee 
ſee, ih outward things, men, ant will che- 


= BY his atthaygornonuobothiFhey can 
EO Colon I they ſhould goo 
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Church. Iris intheir power to ſtoppe their 
eares when the Preacher ſpeakes. Marke 6.20, 
Herod beard Tobn gladly. 4#s 13 46. The Jewes 


refnſe to beare the Goſpel. *F-/al. 58. 4. The wic- 
ked flop their eares like the deafe Adder. 


TrnuEtSEconDPOosITION. 
; T Here are certaine inward ef- 
felts going _ converſion, 
or regeneration, which by the powes 
of the word and Spirit are ſlirred 
up in the hearts of men not yet ju- 
fied : As are,aknowledgeof Gods 
will, a ſenſe of finze, a feare of pu- 
niſhment a bethinking of freedome, 
and fome hope of 5k Hd | 
'T HE grace of God is not woneto' bring 
_  * mento the ſtateof juſtification (in which 
vee have peace with God through -our Lord 
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1 This wemayſecinthoſe,vvhoupon hez 
ring S.Peter4 Sermon; feele the burden of their 
ſiane; are ſtricken wich feare and f{orrovwy, de+ 
fire ddliveratice); and conceive'ſome'hope of 
pardon : All which may bee colle&ed of 
thoſe words, Ats 2. 37. When they heard this, 
they were pricked in their bearts, and /aid to Peteg,: . 


and the reft of the Apoſtles, Men and ircbrotg 


what ſhall we doe ? 


2 This the:very nature of the thing re- | 


quires ; for as inthe 'nacurall generation of 
man there are many previous diſpoſitions , 


which go beforethe bringing in of the '. hs | 


ſoalfo in the ſpirituall generation, by many 
actions of grace which muſt goc _ doe 
we cometothe ſpiricuall nativity 

3 To cond. this appeares by the i in- 
ſtrumenes which God uſes forthe regenera- 
ting of men. For he imployeth the Miniſtery 
of men; andthe: :inftrument of che word, 
1 Cor. 4-15 .-Ehave begotten yor- through the Gof 
p&ll. Burif God would regenerate or juſtifie 4 
wicked man — being Ts 
no knowledge, no mes a. 


of ———_ there wouldbe fo nndar Jr 
niſtery 


at 
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niftery of men, nor of the preaching ; of the che . 
word for this purpoſe : neither would any 
care lye. upon the Miniſters, dividing the : 
word of God aright, fitly and wiſely firſt to | 
wound the conſciences of their auditors with 
the terrors of the Law, thento raiſe them up , 
Plas the-promiſes ofthe Golpell, and to cx- | 

rchem to beg faith and repentance at Gods 


and ,by prayers and teares. 
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WW Hom God doth thus prepare 
by hu Spirit through the 


 meanes of the wort!, thoſe doth hee 
truly and ſeriouſly call and i invites 
 tofaitband conver 1; _—_ OY 


Bits _ of the hl offered L 2a dy - 
evigent.word. 9 we mult judge. 
ofchoſehelpexof ghee me elowed, 


upga men, and not by theabulc,or the event. . 
1 herefore whey the Go. ſpell. af. = .QVVAE Rar. 
ture calls men tgi xqpe&9t2 7208 nate 
when the incitemeats of divine graceten 

xuT 
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fame: way,vve mult nor ſuppoſe any thing is 
done fainedly by God. 'T his is proved by 
thoſecarneſt and pathericall intreaties, 2 Cor. 
5.20. TPepray'you in (hriſts ſtead be ye reconciled 
vnto God. Tholſeexhortations, 2 Cor.6.1.IWee 
beſeech you that you receive not the grace of God in 
Gantt : thoſe expoſtularions, Gal. 1.6.Imaryell 
that you are ſo ſoone removed from him, that called 
you to the grace of ( hriſt: thoſe promiſes, Apoc. 
3- 20. Behold 1 ſtand at the doore and knocke , if 
| any man heare my voice and open the doore, 1 vil 
come in to him. 

But if God ſhould not ſerioully invite - all 
whom he vouchlafes this gift ofthis word and 
Spirit, to a ſerious converſion, ſurely both 
Godfhould deceive many, whom hecalls in 
his Sonnes name; '\and the meſſengers of the 
Euangelicall promiſes might bee accuſed of 
falk vitneſle, and thoſe, who — called ro 
converſion doe, neglect ro: obey , mjght þee 
moreexcuſable. For thar calling by th {/8ee7 
andthe Spiritcannorbe choughttokave men 
unex: , whichis onel "JT 

ro make them 7 rat as 
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THz FovareTHh PosITION. 


* Heoſe whom God hath thus di- 

ſpoſed, be doth not forſake,nor 

_ Ceaſe to further them in the true 
way to converſion, before he be for- 

 ſakenof them by a voluntary negle# 
or repulſe of this initial or entring 
grace. 


He talent of grace once given by God is 
. * taken from none,but from him,who firſt 
buries it by his evvne fault. Mat.25.28. Hence 
is it that tn the Scriptures every Where wee are 
admoniſhed, that we refit not the Spirit, that 
we quench nat the Spirit, that we receive not the 
grace of God in Vaine, that wee depart not from #e.3.7. 
God. Yea thatis moſt evidently noted to bee 
the reaſon of Gods forfaking man, becauſe 
God is firſt forſaken by man. Prov.1.24. Be- 
cauſe I have called and you refuſed, I will laugh at 
your calamity. 2 Chron. 24. 20. Becanſe yee have 
forſaken the L ord, be hath alſe forſaken you. Bus 
never inthe Scriptures is there the leaſt men- 
L tion 
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tion char God is wgnt, Or. is willing,” at any 
time, *wirhout ſome fault of man going be- 
forex rake away from any manthe aiof his þ 
grace,Qrany help which he hath once 

red toywyards mans converſion. 

Thus the Orthodoxe Fathers, Shi had to 
4uvel7rſ. doe Wichthe Pelagians ever taught: '7s the 
Gs a willof God that wee continue in a good wilt, Wha be- 
fore he be forſaken farſakes. no man, and efromine 

converts many that forſake him. 


- 


Tre Firth POSITION. 


-T; Heſe foregoing effetls wroght 
in the mindes of men by the 
power of the word and the Spirit, 
- may be ſtifled and utterly extinvut- 
ſhed by the fault of our rebellious 
will, and in many are, ſo that ſome, 
. 1n whoſe hearts by the vertue of the 
word and the $ «2s ſome knowledge 
of divine truth, ſome ſorrow for fin, 


4 Jo me deſire and, care of deliverance 
» have 


ey 13345 DrmdifGreFSndie 


« -have beene imprinted, are char ef 
quite contrary,rcjett and hart ethe. ;. 
truth, deliver themſelves upto their 

luſts, are hardned in their ſins, and, + 
without all d:jire or care of fres-'" 
domefrom them, rot and putrifie in 
them. if 


M4413 12-1 9. The DEW one ie cometh and 
rate Jerk away that which was ſowne in his 
heart. 2 Pet. 2:21. It had beene better for them 
not tohaviknawne' the Way of rightenypueſe; then 
after they hyvg\lyrowne it ,.to\turie Yfrom-th e boly 
conmandement delryered unto them, | Bug 3 is hap- 
pentd to them according to the tr \Pro rb The 
dog WP reWto bi Ano it Meb.6: I's ', 
poſriblerfor dhiſe ho were. IE wa und 
haves taſted: of the _—_— far; 4nd Wee vhade 
partgh rb laly.Gbghs. aud baveraſted of the 
ood Ds 4 17% che powers 0 of the. World to 
- come \if they Ralf Lil  aWay, R < returne. them againe 

to repentance. \ 
Many dies Mkt nitertainie' the Wight of the 
— but.the 0's wr it ſelfe hath not the 
L 2 ſame 


Profſp.de vocat, 
ltb.2.6a pts 
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ame force or in all and many When they ſeem 
*z with faich aud underſtanding yet — 
charity, and cannot hold faſt to thoſe things which 
they ſee by faith, and underſtanding, becauſe there 
is no perſevering inthat which « not loved with the 
Whole heart. 


Tre Sixt PosSITION. 


T He very ele@ in thoſe afts go- 
ing before regeneration, do not 
carie themſelves ſo, but that for 
their negligence and re/iſlance, they 
may juſily be relinquiſhed and for- 
ſeken of God,but ſuch the ſpecial - 
mercy of God towards them, that, 
though they dos for a while repel] 
and choake the grace of God, exci- 
ting or enlightning them, yet God 


doth urge them againe and againe, 
| nor doth be ceaſe to ftirre them for- 
| ward,tillhee have throughly ſubdu- 
\ ' ed them to bu grace, and ſet thenus 


} 


- intheſtate of regenerate ſonnex, -l 


Az 7.44, Dif Ga Brnans 


John 6.3 37. Whatſoever my Father gives me ſhall 
come to me, and him that commeth.unte mee 1 


oxr iniquities teftifie againſt us, doe thou it for thy 
nemes ſake : far.our backſlidings are many. And 


32.39. I'vill give them one.beart and one way that 


_ may jours we for ever. "Philip. 1.6. He that 
until. the dey of Tſus Chriſt 

Bur if God ſhould nor goe on thus to fol. 
low even thoſe that hold off and retire from 
him, no calling would bee cffectuall, there 
would be no Elial adoption,and.cven dleati- 
on it ſelfe, grounded upon the good pleaſure 
of God, would be Fuktrated, 

Sincethe fallof man,God would bave.it aſcribed 
to his grace that « man doth come unto bin, neither 
Þill be have it aſcribed to any thing but bis grace, 
thet 4 man doth nat goe from bim. 


PFHneE SEVENTH POSITION: 


' "- Hoſe that arensteleiled, when 


they refift* the Spirit: of God, 
' andhis grace, | in the tht for T ky 


vill in no wife caft aut. Ter.14.7. 0 Lord, though 


worke in you, will performe it 


vA#ps ot perſev. 
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bi "=—oufrh Fr fue oy 
kE 'In ' rb eration, and: exti | A ries | 
:,anttiall effets of the [ame in._them-. .. 
/febvas,bin the fant o theroanfaee-.. 
' vill; are juſt forſaken "1 God, 
hn ;ſoever it ple - toc whom © 
by Oe awne fault Jo. for ſa 0 
truly pronounce 10 remaine by t 
Jame demerit hardened and! LY 


Taerted.w' : vHode nIv2 1710! 
| E thinke ir to be withouealtdoube, 
\YY * charnomortal man doth ſo*cry hirt- 
S311} r2te ; ſelfe. tovyard God; 'biit that either by 
ongitt ng that, vvhich he ſhowld havedone, or 
cethimirtinothar; which hee ſhould ivot have 
Þ HY es to have they than fs 

DON AWHRWHEe the) Which'yrotind Beins 
forelayed, it is cleere, thar God wichont all in 
juſtice,and cruelty may..take For ſuch; men 
that grace, Which hee Trp exten ded to them, 
and\eave.themto the'kardnefſe oftheifown 
hearts,Rom. 9.118, Hee hath: oY gl hee 
Will have mercy;- end Whomhee: AAU eqeth. 
e re- 


; God oweth this to poga.d 
| : {ſts 
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ſits eglightening & exciting, ak&,an dfetves 
his own luſts, he (ho! then Fe 


ol- 
lifie hini by that ſpec cal race, which no 
heart doth reſiſt, Rom.Y2.3F- Sad og 


wen wntd hnetd jþ (bell be-recompenteg: ap - 
G44]; Again& he, hers his Boy 
not. cad eaide perihes.throug hy& —2 
- fault, lab» 5.34449, -; 1 faytheſe erm that yee 
might be javed aud ye vill not come unto we that ye 
night have life. Aﬀts 28, The beart of this people 
#5 waxed g7gfſe, leſt they Jools. bo Frepertpd «and l 
ſhotdd heale them. 
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' Ofconverfion, as it t defi ate” 
| "Immediate worke of Gadr regene- 
rating men. 


Tut Eager: Potty ut 


"ans doth regenerate, by 4 Cer- : 
taine inward and wonderfull 
-«perationytbe foules of the eleft, be- 
ang flirred up and prepared by the - 
by ooh att sof hygrace;and doth," 
WW. it Were Lfeate them aijew, by in... 


fuſmg 


"the loſer ole Ax 7.7.4 | 


Jufing bu quickning fbirit, and ſea- 
fonts ale _ of 1 the Jak 


vidnen gu | 

Ere;b mpennclouwe underſtand not 

pam = of the holy Spirit, which goes 

| " before ortends to regeneration, bur chat 

aR,which as ſooneas itis there, we conclude 
preſently ehis man is nowy borrie of God. 

This ſpiricuall birth preſuppoſes a minde 
moved by the _ ,uſing the inſtrument of 
Gods Word, whencealſo wee are ſaid to bee 
borne againe by the incorru my ſeed of the word, 
1 Pet. 6 23 . Which muſt be obſerved, leſt any 
one ſhouts idldy and flochfufly expect an 
_ aſticall regeneration, thar is to ſay, 

by 2 ſudden rapture without any 
fonging S—_ either of God, the Word,or 
himſeltc. 

Furthermore wee conclude tharthe ſpirir 
regenerating us, doth convey it ſelfe into the | 
moſt inward cloſſet of the heart, and frame 
the minde ancw by curing the fofull inch- 
nations therof,& by giving itſtrengrh, and in- 
fuſing into it a formall originall cauſe or ac- 


ove 


tive power £0: produes Giriaall ations ten- 

dingtq, lalvation Bobeſe:2 1 0.e are bes Work- 

manſhip created in Chriſt Teſs to good. Þerks. 

Exek. 36. 26. I'will take away your flany wy 

and giveyouan beart of fleſh. | 
From this worke: of | God equinnenk; our 

ability of performing ſpiricual ations leading 

to ſalvation As the a&t of bekeeving, x Th 

5: 1. Ihefoerver beleewoes that-leſws is the (/brift, 

is borne:of Ged. Of loving; Tebn4.7: Every one 

that lowethis borne of God. Laſtly, all works of 

piety, John 15. 5. Without me ye can doe nothing, 
Proſper ſaith that Grace creates good In #4." peiih cs, 
The Schoolemen doe nor deny {o mani- | 

feſt a truth. Thomas Aquinas affirmes, that this WF 4 

grace,of whichave ſpeake,doth give a certeine | 

ſpiritual beiug tothe ſduley. that it418.a.certaine ſu- 

pernaturall ary, of the dirvine nature, chat it 

is,in reſpett of the ſoule,' as health #5: in "_ of 

the body 4 002 1 OAK (! 
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Epiſtola Syns- 
dica Epiſcoyorii 
Af! frican, 

Beyn de grat &f 
lib. ar. 

Bern tbidem, 


Aug.de ew.& 
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jor re over of mans:will to-bin- £ 
— der Got 0 Ten aorexagth 
. diately. ads _— 


J0bn 1,13. Which were ——_ "y of Bloody 3 21 
of the witt of the fleſh, nov of the will. of man , 
but of God. Forif:inthe'naturall creation it be 
true thar God made us,and-notwe our ſelves, 
mirch more jr chelpiricualt recreation, Ter 2 3. 
2/4 {fthe Erhjopran cannot change his 3kin-; nei 
ther can man defiled wirh hnge corre his 

natural corruption. ace 

Inthe will depraved chere i=he pafſivepo- 
wer to receive this tupernaturall being,com- 
ming from without, bur nor che-attive to 
produce it of it ſelfe;or vvith another, ter. I7. 
Th. Heattme 0 Lort,and' ſhatlbe: healed. 

In quitkning of men God doth expeFt no be gin- 
ning from mans will-; but beequckneth the will it 
ſelfe by making it g ood. 

IWhat doth Freewl) *T anſwer briefly iy es rfived. 
This worke cant nd, — Fu one, Y 
whos its, [Fa 
the ya hoy of [a Bb Noe a regt capable 
; , Our creation in Cri 0.4 Wal Fhco't 
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dome of the will, and. without #s.; if into" fo , 

then not out of freedome ; "If without us. then it 

is not is #6 to hinder this worke of God. 
When God determineth to ſave, no vile man 


refaſteth, 


Of Converfion, as it imports what 
man hinſelfe doth in turning to God by faith” 


and ſaving repentance. 
T'usg FirsT PosITION- 
V Pon the former converſ1on 
followeth this our atuall con- 
verſ1on, where out of our reformed 


will, God himſelfe draweth' forth” 


the very aft of our beleeving, and __ 

. converting :and this our will being 
firſt mayed by God, doth it ſelfe alſo 
worke by turning unto God, and be- 
teeving, that 1s, by executing with- 
all its owne proper lively att. 


I JN order of time the worke of God con- 
© yerting man, and the act of man rurning 


M 2 him- 
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Ad Simpli.lth, | ha 
q.3« 


De Sacram. fid. 
P42 24d» 


kimaſclfe to God, can hardly. be diſtinguifhed) 
bur in, order of cauſality or cfficiericy; Gods 
worke muſt needs goc before, and ours fob 
low ; Anevilltree, napurally bringing' forth e- 
vill fruic, muſt needs be changed into agovd 
tree, before it can beate any good fruit:but the 
will of an unregenerate man, is, not onely as 
a bad, bur as a dead tree : Therefore if it brin 
forth good fruit, it doth it, not tha thereby it 
may be bettered, or thar by irs owhe COOpe- 
ration it may be quickned ; but ir doth it, be- 
cauſe.it is already changed and quickned. 

This is elegantly expreſſed by Saint Auſtin. 
A wheele (faith he) doth not therefore run well] 
that it may be round, but becauſe it is round. Soſay 
we, the will runnes well, not that it may be regene- 
rated;but becauſe it is already regenerated. 

Hugo de ſantto Vittore tc the ſame purpoſe : 
Renewing grace( faith he) cauſeth a rn will 
firſt to exiſt, then gives power to this will to-be mo- 
ved : firſt it works the will, afterward it workes by 
>. 7 

2 Secondly, wee fay that God doth not 
onely.worke this habituall converſion,wher- 
by a man-gers-new ſpitituall ability to beleeve 


»{Tlif! and 


OO GO a I 
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and convert,butalſs;thar Cod'doth, by acer. 
taine wonderfull efficacy of his ſeeretopera. 
tion, extra out of our regenerated , will the 
very act of beleeving and converting; 'So'the 
Scripture ſpeaketh in divers plices. Tobn 6.66, 
The Father giveth ur power to come unto the Sonne, 
that is, to belceve. Phil.1. 29. To you it is given 
to beleeve, 3 w/w, the very aCt of beleeving. 
2 Tim.2.26. God giveth repentance. 

Bur if God by infuſing ſome ſtrength into 
us ſhould only give us a poſſvility or-power 
of beleeving, a poſſtbility or- power of-con- 


verting, and fo leave the a&tothe free will of 


men; ſurely we ſhould all doe as our firſt fa- - 


ther did, by our free will weſhould:fall from 


God, neither ſhould we ever bring this-poſ- 
ſibility into at. This thereforeis that excel- 


lent ſpecial grace granted to theelein Chriſt, . 
wherby they not only'can beleeve if theywill, 


but alſo will beleeve-then when they can. 
Phil.-2..1 3.Jod worketh in us the will and the deed. 
This working gracethe Fathers ofthe Carho- 
lick Church have maintained againſt thePeha- 
gians.God commands a man to wil,but be alſo works 
Ibm this very thinz, namely, be commands hins 
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Ang de gras. 
Cbrift, cap. 14. 


Hug de pre left. 
Saud. 


Aug,de perjev. 
lib.3.cap.2e 


to dee, but alſo workes i in bins the doing, |». 

Every one ,that hath learned of the __ hath 
not onely power 10 come, but commeth indeed : Where 
there is both the progreſſe of our po ability, the de- 

fire of our will,and the very effeft of attion. 

God effefteth our faith, working in our hearts 
after a wonder full manner to make w beleeve. 

2 Laſtly, this alſo we adde, that this acti- 
on of God in producing faith, dothnot hin- 
der, butrather is the caule chat the will doth. 
worke rogether with God, and produce its 
owneadt.And thereforethis act of beleeving, 
howlſoever it is (ent from God, yet, becauſe ir 
is performed by man, is attribured ro man 
himſelfe. Rom. 10. 10. With the heart man be- 
leeveth unto righteouſneſſe. 2 ( 0r.4.13. 1 belee- 
ved: therefore have I I ſpoken. | 

It is God, not who beleeveth all things in all 
- men, but wr" worketh all things im all men: it is 
: certaine we beleeve when we beleeve, but it is God 
who brings to paſſe that we beleeve: Wee are they 

' that 'worke , but God workes in us the tuery 
working. 
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'F His afion of God doth not © 


« hinder the freedome of thewil, 
but. ſirengthen it, neither doth it 
root out the vicious power we have 
toreſ/t, but it doth effettually and 
ſweetly beſtuw on a man a reſolute 
' will toobey. 


x H Ere we deny two things ; firſt, thatby - 


the: divine, operation there is an 
wrong offered to the will. For God dothſo 
worke in nature, even when hee raiſerh and 
advancetitabove its proper ſpheare; that he 
doth not deſtray the-particular nature and be- 
ing of any. thing, but leaves ro every thing its 
owne way and motion to performe rhe. acti- 
on... When,,therefore:'God worketh in! the 
wills of men by his Spirit of grace, he makes 
them. move in their naturall courſe, that is, 
freely.;; and ther; doe they. worke: the! more: 
freely, by hover. much they are the more effec- 


Oo 


tally firred up by the'Spirit. John 8.36. If the 
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| Sonne foal make you free, you ſhall be free indeed. 


2 (or.3.17. Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
i« liberty. Verily it ſeemeth incrediblexo' us, 
that God, who made our wills, and'*gifred 


. them with liberty, ſhould nor bee able to 


ng decor.c lg. 


: Proſp.de vocet. 
: gent.l.2.cap. 36, 


worke on them,or inthetn; after ſuch a man- 
ner, as.thar without hurting the 'natures of 
them, . he may-freely ro produce any good 
action by them. EOOAY TVs 1 APO 
He doth What be pleaſeth with the wills of men, 
and when he pleaſeth : having an all-ſufficient po- 
wer toincline mens hearts which waybe lifteth... - 
.1:TPe ſo beleeve' this more abundant grace to be 
powerfull, that we Withall deny it to be violent. | 
z A ſecond thing which we here diſclaime, 
isthe-whole cxtirpation of cortuption. 'For- 
altiough God in the very at of regeneration 
doch worke {o powerfully upon the will,thar 


actually the prelent powerto reſiſt is ſulpen- 


ded for thatitime, |yet-doth hee riot phucke up 


by theroots, no norfor that rime;'the remote 


power of refiſting,which(as the Schoolemen 


ſpeake ).is potentia m atth prims poſits; 2 poyver 
of the firſt and youngeſt growth, bur hee ſtif- 


fers it to lurke and lye hid in che bitter foot 


there- 


AtT3h. DivintpofGreu Brildine. 
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thereof. For-ſo long as that root of corrupt 
ang corrupting coneypileenes remainenin the 
ſoule of map , certaine iris that there muſt 
needs Bechere wichalt, nor onely a polfibilicy 
bucalfo a proneneſſets refiſt the motions of 
cheholy pirir, Gal.7: Theflohluteh aguint 
the ſpirit. Bur this.reluctant power,by reaſon 
of the molt forcible, and yer ſweet or gentle 
motion of grace, cannot in this caſe and at 
this rnmebreake forth in aftum ſecundum, into 


prefent operation and exerciſe. Pro.21.2. The 


Kings heart i; mthe hand of the Lord, he turneth 
it whitherſaever it pleaſethbim. And conſequent- 
ly the hearts of other men lefle free. 

This grace cannot be reſiſted, becauſe firft it 
worketh in us to will,that is not to reſiſt: for he can 
no.farther reſiſt, from whom to will torefiſt is taken 
away, as excellently writeth our Reverend late 
Biſhop of Salisbary. 


Y Tr :. Tr iRD POSITION: 
{ Od doth not alwayes ſo move 
AF a converted and faithfull man 
togodly enſuing aftions, that hee 
gt takes 
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takes from him the very will o Fre: . 
fiſting, but ſometimes bee ſuffers 
 him,through his owne weakneſſe, to 
firay from the direttion of grace, 
followhu owne concupiſcence. '' 


V VEE muſt alwayes put adifference be- 
- twyeenethole principall acts ,:with- 

out which the Ele& cannot be ſaved (ſuch as 
are, to turne unto God, to beleeve, to perſe- 
vere) and particular enſuing acts, which being 
conſidered by themſelves, are notabfolutely 
neceſlary to ſalvation,as the avoyding of this, 
and char {inne; the not omitting of fuch and 
fuch a-gooddeed.. For the performing ofthe 
former actions, grace doth ſo worke that it 
ives the Ele&t both power and will to ac- 
compliſh them. But, as for thelatter, there is 
not wanting unto tis, che motion and gui- 
dance of Gods; Spirir through the whole 
courſe ot our gi Na ſo, that wee may bee 
wanting unto thoſe. motions ofgrace;yea and 
ro0 too often wee are waiting unto chem, 
| and 
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andever andanon we both freely and foully 
| obey. qurowne corruptions. Hence that of | 
 theApoſtle, Gal: 5. 16. Walke in tbe ſpirit, ond 
Ye ſhall-not Fulfill the uſts of the fleſb. Epbeſ,4.30. 
Grieve not the ſpirit of God, by whom yee are ſealed 
untothe day of redemption. For they are ſaid to 
orievethe holy Spirji,vwho reftſt the guidance 
thereof, and with a fervile libertie goe after 
their owne concupilcences, contrary to the 
motion of grace,and ſuggeſtion oftheir own 
conſcience. | 


Erroneous Opintons which 
wee reject. 


Tre FiksrT. 
P#s the will « not capable of ſpiritnallgifis; 


ard that therefore there never were any ſpi- 
ritnall gifts in the will of man before bis fall , 
that theſe graces were never ſevered from the 
will of man upon his fall,and that ſuch graces are 
wever infuſed in regeneration inio the wills of 
men, 


T He holy Scripture, in placing Gods ſpi- 
ricuallgitts in the heart, acknowledgerh 
allothemto be in.the will. As namely 

N 2 up- 


mm 


ul 


- 


: - that are true in beart: puritie, Mat.5 .8.'Ble 
are the pure'in beart + goodnes, Luke 8. 15.'T 
are thoſe which with an honeſt and g#0d heart heare 
the word of Goa and keepe it. 

+ Bur if any man ſhall referre theſe graces 
ro the affections, and place them without the 
will, he ſhall (which were a foule enormity ) 
ſertle the chiefeſt gifts of divine grace in the 
unreaſonable part of the ſoule. Moreover, the 
very habituall converſis of the will unto God 
the Creator, & the averſion or turningaway 
thereof from the inordinate deſire it had to 
commit fornication with the creature, with- 
out doubtis to be counted a chiefe and princi- 
pal gift. Andthatthe will was capable of this 
gifr, it doth henceplainly appeare, becauſcir 
was created with ſuch uprightneſſe. For, God 
in the beginning made man righteous. © But 
thar this righteouſnes is loſt, it is over manifeſt 
by the effects, fecing that now the will bcing 
carnall, cannot chooſe but injoy and reſtin 
thoſe things which 1t ought onely ro make 
uſeof, and uſerhe things which ic ought ra- 
ther to injoy : foraſmuch asa wholetrope of 

{in- 


finfull dilpoſiri tions have. ruſhed and brokgin 
upon the will. | 

2 Furthermore, as the will of a meere na- 
curall man, is ſaid to be vicious fro a certaine 
inbred & inheret wickednes,w* in a wicked 


man eventhe when he doth nothing,is habi- | 


ruall,ſo againe ve. muſt acknowledge thatin 
the will of the regenerate there is a certaine 
righteoulneſle, infufcdand given from Ged, 
whichis preſi uppoled in their religious ations 

Saint Auſtin in many places ſetterh forth 
this habiruall rightcouſneſle. 


The good will of man goes before many graces of * 


God, but not before all, and this goed will it ſeife t5 
to be reckoned among thoſe gifts whichit ſelfe can» 
not precede. 
Bur. leſt any man ſhould dreame that chis 
oodnefle of the. willis not an inward gift 
infuſed into that very faculey,but onely a bare 
denomination. fetched from the: = ok; the 
will; Proſper calls it the firft plantation of the hea- 
menly huchandman. Now a plantation notes 
ſorncthing engratted in the ſoule, , nat, an at 
orattion flowing from the ſow. | 


N 3 Trsk 


Emcbir. cap.3 2. 


De vacat. lib.x: 
£4þ.6, 


ke. AMS 


9 


END 


LY 
——————— 


nano ber bad as onomnilongt HMiaon 
Tux StconD ExxonNE ove” 
| Bounty TH ETRHHT 
PR 1G UI74 361 2657013311311 £ 
| Hat that grice,by which" mee are converted 6 
"2 7 onely agentle and moral ſwaſion or indute+ 


: # 
£ _—_ 


ment. | 
V VEE deny nor,butin the worke of con- 
1.” ..) verfion,vwherher in-farring us f6r that 
future grace, orin confirming us therein, as 


already performed, God uſerh the perſwaſive 


force of his threats,promiles & cxhortations, 


by *which he allurerh, ftirrech,and ploweth up 


the fallovwves of mens hearts. But moreover, 


foradding without faile the laſt cloſe to this 


operation, hee works more powerfully and 
unconquerably according tothe exceeding great. 


- neſſe of his power, and the working of bis might, 


Epheſ.:x. 19. ' Neither. is fwation ſufficient, 
which no more then contingently affeterh 
and inviteth the will. 

| 2 For morall-ſivalion, moveth onely by * 
way of objec, and ſo farre forth as the end 
propounded can allure. But the Philoſophers 
rightly determine, thar, as the inclination of 
any one is, *accordingly hee apprehends the 


end, So long therefore as a man is carnall and 


un- 


roughly 
-Butthe will muſt be overcome and: changed 


Arps Divi Gree Bukine. 


xpregeoicns ac; bis will cannot ſb bee afleted 
with! fupernatucall benefits propoſed untev it, 
thatby the deſire: of : them-her- ſhodld/ber 
caflamed 1o'beleeve.and conven. 


by a powerfall operation exceeding albf\waſi- 


repreſented unto It.  '- -/ o 
2 If nen ſhould be converted imto »God 


- enzthatſoic thayedleaually CI | 


onely by a morall ſwakoo;thenthis queſtion; . 
why, uponiprofer of: 'oquall grace, onethan 


red out of the free wils ovine power of wil- 
ling or nilling, netcher ſhould vve haveherein 


any cauſe to admire the unſearchable wiſe- 


| beleeves, another doth'nor, raighrbeanſove- 


dome and juſtice of our God. But this ſound 


doctrine hath alwaies beene defended againſt 
the Pelagians, That converſion & faith comesfrom 
the ſecret grace of God, Which according to his mer- 
cie is afforded to fome, and according to his juſtice 
is net oouchſafed to others. 


Au; ptrſev, - 
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3. If men were converted onely by morall | 


ſwaſian, he which receives this fvwahve grace 


mighr'cruly ſay, I have ſeparated myſelfes For 


bane rectived 'this gentle and ſwafive graee; 


which 


5s Te” het 


caſhier Man 3 
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TY barhdolicited me'ro'faich and-conver- 
ſion, bur no:morethen. it. ſolicited; :orhers'; 
by chebberry-of their-frer-will, did 1e- 
jefbaba morall fovalion; and. therefore they 
Till cemaineunconvened ; bur, bythe liber- 
tic of: my free-will; have given way and erty 
tran the fame frvifion; and therefore Tam 
converted. To whar purpoſethen is tharof 
Saint Panl, Who hath ſeparated ther? Whathaſt 
tau whichrbu beſt reve from Bye in 
: Haith hoth chegiinne and perfefted'is the gift of 
God; and noman, bo doth not oppoſe moſt manifeſt 
Scripture, ill doubt; but that this gift is Hiven to 


Jame,ond not given tootber fome. 
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-... Oy 1N10N. 
<4 at, *ppoling aft the operations of grace, 
"which Fa Lech for the effe ting of ths con- 
| ——_ yet thewill of man is ſtil left inan equall 
_  ballance, either 49 belteve, or n#t t0 beleeve, 10. 
convert ,or not to convert itſelfe to Ged. 


"_ after all the workings of: grace hi will 
of man be left in caven point, it: will 
- neceſſarily follow, that, not God: by his 
grace, bur man by his free-will, is the chicfe 
cauſe 
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ets 


dintand 


ferency, on eſtate of equall/ballance, doth. not 
concur, as a principall and predominant, or 
over-ruler, bug onely as an. aflocjate, and.con- 


tingently.that.is, upon-this condition, ifſo-be 


thatthe will, by its owyne naturall power, furſt 
ſhall havexemoyedirislſe fromthar equalicie. 


That therefore which js of leſſe motnent; the: 


will receives trom God,pamely,thatirſhould 


be placed ina.certaine, middle. eſtate, equally: 
inclined to beleeyg;arndtto beletve;butuhat, ! 


whichis of greater mornent, as ſpecifying the 


very event, that is, actually'ro:belecve, chadaad 


will by its owne power hath performeds' 1\ 


2 It wouldelle follow,that God aforderh ; 


no more grace to the 'Eke&, then to thbſe, 
who are not elected, and that thoſe owe no 


more thanke to God, then the.qther; -1yras 


much as the hand of God: hath wrought in 
both nothing elſe, but, an'eaven ſtand >fthe 
will; which equally conſiſts in a point, and is 


notidapable of any latitude,or degree. 
* 3 The 


do. 

If Fptibgs who;by the utmolt 
his.grace, prevailed: no fur 

oy thea to —_ a. mans Will to. an-indif-- 
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The: of converſion'is yiven with 
4 _ that ic ſhall become effetuall, 
and ſhall not onely ſet aman forward 'on his 
way, bur alſo bring hin ro'performe the ve- 
ry act of faith, whither although ſuch grace 
might perchance ſometimereach by the {way 
of mans will, equally pou to embrace' and 
follow the motions of grace,yet no leſle often 
ſhould ſuch grace be Foftraed by reaſon of 
the ſame free _pr* likewiſe placed'ar cayert 
ballance , and freely thence ſetling it ſelfe ro 
refuſe grace,and to reſiſt it.F or in levell coun- - 
terpoiſethere is alwaies paippotes atr equal 
hazard of fetling to either ſide. 

» This grace is refuſed by no bard heart : "IE it is 
therefore given, that the bardneſſe of the heart bee 


forft taken. aw). 
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"THis is moſt falle and abſurd, whether 
"Þ jcbebroken of an unregenerate and na- | 
turall man, or of one that is regenerate, 
and ſupported by {anctifyirſg grace. 
. 1 Firſt, concerning the ſtare of a naturall 
man, alchough hee cannot put off his inbred 
corruption, nor ſhake off the dominion of 
ſinnein generall,yer can he reprefſe many our- 
ward actions,in which he lets looſe the reines 
to his owne concupiſcences, Corrupt.concu- 
pilcence enclines a wicked mantoall kinde of 
evill,yetit doth not determine or confine him 
unavoydably ro commit this or thaz lanne. in 
particular, as to a&tthis murder, that robbery, 
that adultery. Ms: bd | 
2 This 1s manifeſt alſo in that the. very 
lwdeſt men attempt their. yvigkedneſſerngr 
without ſome precedent deliberation ,» and 
molt free contriving of the meangs. tending 
thereto, and being ready. to copamit the ac, 


they have power to hold in and; reſtraine 


themaſclyes, being awed by the reyerence;of 
ſome other man,or through ſome preſent ſeare 
of danger... hc 
_. 3 Laſtly, puniſhments by the Lawes of 

Oz raca 
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mien ſhould oak menaced, ano 
man'could omit thoſe crimes which he doth 
cornmit. | 
But as for ations wokich are in aithia 
good, certaine it is thatunregenerate men doe 
omit many outward morall a&ts, which for 
the-fibſtince of the worke they could per- 
forme, and for the voluntary neglect of ſuch 
actions they are juſtly condemned. Matt. 25. 
42. Twas at bungry, and ye gave me no meat : 1 
a ithirſt and ye gave me no drinke,&5-c. 
Likewiſe the fame is to bee avowed con- 
cernijng thoſe that are regenerated andrrul 
ſati&rfied;;towit,tharalthough they are freed 
from the dominion of ſi inne, Rom. 6.14. 18. 
Being made the fervants of righteouſne/ſe. Rom.$. 
x. "walke not after the fleſh, but after the 
Pribie © They can notwithſtanding, and that 
Volttarily, ſtep our of the ſtrair path ofrigh- 
X Reerenthen alfo, when they } doe not 
refſt*Tn Rkethariier then, | ka they 
- or ſlipped, , they were able by the helpe 
and power of vra Cs, Janes their free (that 
Is, freed axed to have reſt ſted their ovwne 


fit elite, at Have horde boſema- 
nifeſt 
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nifeſt workes ofthe fleſh recorinted , Gal. "Ay 


Fornication, uncleanneſſe, debate, contentions, &c. 
What man of ſound judgement will ſay thar 
David could not But commit adulterie, and, 
that being commairted, that hee could: not 
chooſe but by a leud and deliberate plot take 
away the life of him, to whom heehad'offe- 
red that extreame wrong ? But (thar we goe 
not far for examples) weappeale untothecon- 


{ciences of all godly men. Whois hee, that 
daily praying unto God, Forgive us our treſpaſ- 


ſes, doth not alſo acknowledge that through 
the grace of God it was in his powerto per- 
forme divers good workes which yet hee 
hath omitted; and likewiſe ro overcome di- 


vers temprarions, to which he notwithſtan- - 


dihg hath yeelded. ' 1 (6r.10.13. Godis faith- 
fult, who will not ſuffer you to bee tempted above 
that you be able, but will even give the iſſue with 
the tentation, that you may be able tobeate it. 


" 
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- - Their Suffrageconcerning the 
A ARTIE 8 


Which is of the perſeverance of the Saints, = 
Nthis Article when queſtion is madecon- 


cerning the perſeverance of the Saints,itis 
to beunderſtood, that wee treat of thoſe 
Saints onely, which are come to theuſe of 
reaſon, and are war's by the Act of faith 
formed in them by thEpreaching of the Goſ- 
pell, and who are ſuppoſed by the act of their 
owne wills to perſevere in the ſame faith, or 
elſcro faile in their perſeverance. 
ms is manifeſt our ofthe ft Article of the 
jar1,24pag-10. Remonſtrants that they are here intended;who 
are- grafted into + Chiiſt by atruc actuall fauh, 
But thoſe onely who are of ripe yeares, are 
grafted into Chriſt by a lively faith, "i 


«2 It isalſo proved by the connexion of the 
Articles. For inthe fourth article the Remon- 
frants labour to prove, that God worketh 
faith in men by ſuch a power and grace, as 
&. and conſequently that God 

by 


man may reſt 


"Anr.g. Divines of 


by areſiſtiblepower,doth k and preſerve 
faith already wrought in he} CO of the * 
faichfull; wheteupon they inferre, thar,that / 


man ,who once had faith, may lolethe fame; | 


as further appearerh in the Rate of this con- 
troverlic fer downe by the Remonſtrants. Bur 
God doth cffe&. and' preſerve faith. in that 
mannerin tholeonely, who are grovne to 
ripe.yeares : Foras muchas they onely have 
power freely to withſtand grace. 

3 Thirdly the Remonſtrants affirme, hat 
perleverance,of which we treat here, to bee a 
gift offered equally toall the fairhfull with this 
condition,namely,ifrhey (hall aot bee want- 
ingtothemſelves inthe entertainment ofthis 
ſufficientgrace : which aſſertion plainly ſup- 
poſcth, that this Article onght-to 'bee under- 
ſtood concerning the- perſeverance of them, 
whoare come unto ripe yeares,onely they be- 
ing able through the uſe oftheir freewill, ro 
be wanting to this ſufficient gr m_—_ thole;in 
whoſe power theule of this iberty 

® the Remonſtrants had more diligently 
drheſe ng, the my have fore- 
© their ab: eiken from infants 


bor 


bap- 


Collat, ibidem. 
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1 baptizeds toav — of ie-bf theguſtic | 
| fied; a naar noby who 2p that there:is: 
nidem;meg19- 2ny donation of xeall grace in. the haptiſineof 
Infants- 

Becauſe inthis Article ewo things there are 
which are uſually queſtioned;the one, whe- 
ther'they who are not Ele, may. ever come 
co the ſtare of ſanCification and juſtification, 
wherby they may be. reckoned among the 
number ofthe Saints, the other, whether. the 
Ele&,who are juſtified and ſanctifed,doe at 

any time wholly fall off fro this eſtate. Ther- 


fore in the firſt place wee ſet dowine thoſe. |. 


Poſitions,by which we ſhewhow farcethey, 
who are not Elect may goeon. inthe _ 


Fouching thoſe who: are not 
Ek. 
Exs F.1KS'T P.0S-LELON: 


T Here 142 certaine- ſupernati- 
rall- enlightening graued to.. 


Sow of then, who are nut eleat; by... 
thenmnderſtand:.- 


«th; aa 72 


thoſe 
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thoſe things to be true;which are re- 
wealed inthe Word of God, and 

' yeeld an unfaigned aſſent unto 
them. 


He truth of the poſition concerning the 
firft part, namely che enlightening oftheir 
minds, is plainely colle&ted out of the Scrip- 
rures, Heb. 6. 4. Wherethe Apoſtle maketh 
mention of ſuch as ſinned againſt the hol 
Ghoſt afhrming that they were enlightened,and 
inthe 10. Chap. and 26. Per/. hee intimareth 
that they might wilfully {inne after they had re- 
ceived the knowle1ge of the truth. The Apoſtle 


\. Peterallo, 2 Pet. 2. 22. makes mention of 


forme, who,: when they knew the way of 
righteoulneſs,neverthele(ic turned from the holy 
commandement Which was given untothem. [udas 
\yas the ſonne of perdition, lob. 17.12 .yert he was 
furniſhed with- the knowledge” of theGof: 
pell, and thereupon was ſent by Chriſt with 
the other Apoſtles to preach the Goppell to the 
houſe of Iſrael, Mat. 10. 7. And Chriſt threat- 
neth'the like puniſhments co:them that de- 
ſpiſe the preaching of Iudas as of oo =><y, þ - 
p - 
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See Ca'vin up. 


All thoſe were enli ed with a ſapernaru- 
rall knowledge _—_ of the Goſpel]. 
Which illumination proceeding from the 
holy Ghoſt did beget a true knowledge in 
the mindes of thele men : out of which 
kriowledge they, as occaſion required , 
brought forth ations ſatable ro the. 
ſame. Yea ic may come to paſſe, that an hea- 
then Philoſophermay apprehend moreaccu- 
rately and diſtinctly the myſteries of Chriſts 
Incatnation, and in his underſtanding more 
ſubcilly diſcern the unity ofthe perſon and di- 
ftinRion of natures, then an unlearned Chri- 
ſtian. 
Concerning the unfained affent which - 
may. be,and often is,yeelded to the Goſpel by 
ſome,whoare not elected, there js the like e- 
vidence,Lak. 8.13. The feed which fell upon 
the ſtony ground noteth to us ſuch hearers, as 
for a while beleeve, that is, thoſe whichogive al- 
lentes things revealed from above, and eſpe- _ 


cially to the covenant of the Goſpell. And 
thereby it:is plaine, thar thistheir afſeat vas 
Ro Way fairied, becaule they received'the | 
Wozd r="*byjoy. Atts 8: 30. Even SyniorMa- 
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$244 himſelle belceved Philip preaching concer- 
wing the Kingdome of God,and was baprized for 
teſtimony of his faith. Hymeneus and 4lex- 
ander made ſhipWwracke of their faith,vyhich was 
not di-flembled,or fained,but true.For it is not 
to be imputed for a fault ro any man, that hee 
is falne froman hypocriricall fairh , neither 
can ſhipvvracke be made of a fained faith, bur 
onely a dereftion and manifeſtation of it. 
Norindeed can hee fuffer ſhipwracke who 
never was in the ſhip,z Pet.2. 20. Some are 
faig to have eſcaped from the filthines of the world, 
through the knowledge of the Lord , whoſe latter 
end u worſe then their beginning. This know- 
. Tedgedoth intimate,not a bare apprehenſion, 
| bur-withall an affent yeelded unto thethings 
knowne, whence came that eſcape from the 
filthineſle of the world, John 12. 42. Iris re- 
corded thata@wnong the chiefe Rulers many be- 
leeved on. him, but becauſe of the Phariſtes they did 
not confefſe him, leaſt they fhould bee caft out of the 
© Synagogue: for they loved the praiſe of men more 
then the praiſe of God. "They beleeved with an 
unfained dogmaticall faith which then lay 
ſecretly hid intheir hearts, but never ſhewed 
P 2 It 
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Saint lolin, 


it ſelfein any outward profeſſion, for feare of 


danger en{uing.Who, as St. Auguſtine ſpeakes, 
if they ſhould goe on forward upon their entrance 
into faith, would alſo: overcome the love of hu- 
mane glory by their farther progreſſe in faith. 

All backfliders of this kinde are juſtly re- 
proved and puniſhed,not becauſe they fained 
that faith they never had,bur becauſe they for- 
ſookethe faith they had: and they fin ina far 
greater meaſure, which depart fromthe grace - 
of faith conferred. upon them,then they who 
nevertaſted of the glad ridings of the Goſpel, 


as our Saviour teacheth us, Jobn 15. 22. 


THe SECOND PoOsITION. 


'N theſe fore-mentioned there : 
It ariſe out of thu knowledge = 
and faith, a certaine-change of 
their affefions, and ſontt kinde of 


amendment of their manner s. 


O Vr of this ſaid illumination and-afſent of } 

faich, there doth ariſe in ſuch as are not | 
ele, ſome kinde of mutation of their affeti- 
ons; as-alſo. amendment of their lives... The 


fic 
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firſtis1 lainely ſerdowne, Mat. 13.20.\'They 


1 beard the word, andreceived it with joy. 'As-alſo 


1 Reg. 21,27. Anditcame to paſſe when Ahah 
beard, thoſe words, that he rent his cloathes, and put 
fackcloath uzon bis fleſh,and faſted, and lay inſack- 
cloth, and KA ſoftly. Theſe behaviours were 


e—_ of his. true ſorrow conceived 


. through the Prophets words, as appeares in 


__that God rewarded this his humiliation , by 


. removing temporall puniſhments,as it is, D. 
. 19- becauſe he hath humbled himſelfe before me, I 
Will nat bring the evill in his dayes. 


Feb. 6. 4. The Apoſtates there deſcribed, were 


| not only enlightened, . but had taſted of the heavenly 
| - gift, the good Word of God , and the power of the 


'Þorld to come. And in the 6 a it 15 1atimated, 


- that they were after a ſort renewed,and in the 10. 
Chap. and 16. verle. They who had received the. 
.* knowledge of thetruth, ver. 24. are laid totread 
Þ. under foot the bleod of the ( ovenant, by which they 


are ſanftified, Mat. 6. 20. Herod beard lobn the 


| Boptiftgladh.. 


; Concerning ſome NO TIVES of their: 


- canditions,-the ſameis teſtified by the exam- 


| 0 of the ſame Herodzwho received lobn the 
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Baptiſt, and when he had heard him,did many 
things likewiſe, 2 Pet. 2. 20. Some had eſcaped 
fromthe filthineſſe of the world, through the know - 
ledge of their Lord and Saviour Teſw Chriſt. 
Theſe had eſthewed the pollutions of the 
world, bythe operation and knowledge of 
this faich; ſome allo chap. 1. verl.g. forger that 
they were purged fromtheir old ſinnes, and our of 
ſuch the uncleane ſpirit is ſaid to have dejarted, 
Mat.12.43. TE 
. In thele,as the enlightning and aſſent, yeel- 
ded to the truth revealed from above, was 
not fained, but trve inirs owne kind and de- 
gree; ſo likewiſe was the change of their af- 
fections and manners : namely theſe begin- 
nings or entrances vere not fained or colou- 
rable, but. proceeded out of the power of 
thoſe dipolition untc-grace, and from the. 
inſpiration of the holy Ghoſt, which they felt 
inthemſelves fora time, as is evident by their 
affections, their joy,ſorrow,and zeale, which 
they doe not ſo much faine and make a ſhewr 
of,as find to be truely inthemſclves. 
Of ſuch Saint Auguſtine thus ſpeaketh, They 
Were not ſounes then when they were inthe profeſ- 
; fron, 


[= ſon, and bad the name of ſonnes, not becauſe 


they fained their righteonſneſſe but becauſe they re- 
vidined not in that righteouſneſſe. 


Trz Trirp Posirtion. 
Pon thoſe good beginnings, 
tefiified by the externall works 

of obedience,they are reputed, and 
* by acharitableconſiruttion ou7ht to 


> 


be taken for belecvers juſlified,and © 
Janitified men. 

T fey, who to theſe mrward gifts of the 
holy Ghoſt, have added the outward pro- 
feſhon of a Chriſtian faith, rogether with the 
amendment of their lives,oughr of rightto be 
reckoned by us ( who cannot finde out or 
ſearch intothe inward ſecrets of mens hearts) 
in the number of the faichfull, of the juſtified, 
and ſanified. "This is plainly proved out of 
the Apoſtle Saint Paul,, who in his Epiſtles 
which hee vvrote to particular Churches, at 
Rome, ( orinth, Epbeſur, wx. entitlesthem all 
promiſcnonſly, beloved of God,Saints, janFifted, 


Rox. 1.7. 1 (or. 1.2: Epheſ. 1.1. Phbid1.11 tn 
| like 


I1i2 


oral. caÞ 9. 
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like manner the Apoſtle Peter, in the begin. 


ning of his-firſt Epiſtle ſpeaketh untothedi- 
ſperſed ſtrangers,in this forme of {peach , To 
the Ele according to the foreknowledye of God the 
Father through the ſantt: ication of the ſpirit. Adde 
weto theſe the note of Saint 4uguſtine {peak - 
ing of thoſe, who were not elect. Theſe becauſe 
they live go4ly,are called the ſons of God. And af- 
tervvards againe; There are ſone,Whoare called of 
us the ſons of God, becauſe of the grace received by 
them for a time but yet they are not the ſons of God. 


THE FovrTH POSITION. 
" Hey, who arenot elett ( al- 
though they thus far proceed) 

yet they never attaine unto the 

ate of adoption and juſtification: 
fs Like by the rr flafie of 
theſe men, the eA poſtafie of #he 
Saint 113 very erroneouſly concluded. 


A Lrhough they, who are not clect, . being 
ha up & cheriſhed in the Churches 
boſome, are inthcir minds, will, and affecti- | 


 onsdiſpoſed by the aforcſaid preparatives ten- 


ding 
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ding in ſome fort to juſtification, yer are they 
not thereupon placed in the ſtate of juſtifica- 
tion or adoption. For they ſtill retain through- 
ly ſerled intheir hearts the ſtrings and roors of 
their leud deſires, ro which they give them- 
{elves over, ſtill they remaine wedded to the 
love of carthly things, and the hardneſſelurk- 
ingin the ſecret corners of their hearts 'is nor 
taken away : ſo thateither perſecution orten- 
ration ariſing, they retire from grace, and. be- 
ingeither intangled with the love of pleaſures, 
and enticements of the fleſh, or caried awva 

with ſome other vicious affections, at nigh 
they ſhewv that they are lovers of themſelves, 
andlovers of plealures, rather then lovers of 
God, and that they enjoy nothing leſſe then 
God, how ſoever they may flatter themſelves, 


— 


bur indeed that they wnld make uſe of God, that Pecivit. Bu 


they may enjoy the world, as S. Auguſtine ſpeakes. 
Whence it is manifeſt that they-never really 
and truly attaine that change and renovation 
of the mindeand affections, which accompa- 
nicth juſtification, nay nor that which doth 
immediately prepare and diſpoſe unto juſtifs. 
cation. For they never ſeriouſly repent, they 

arc 
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are never affefted with heany forrow, for 
this cauſe,they have offended God by ſinning, 
nor:doe they comero-any humble conwirion 
of heart, nor conceive a firme reſolution nor 
to offend any more ; unto them is not given 
repentance unto life, which is mentioned, 4tts 
10. 18. nor that godly ſorrow which Wworketh re- 
pentance to ſalvation never to be repented of 2 ( or. 
7.10. they are not poore in ſpirit, for theirs is the 
kinydome of God, Mat.;.13. Tothis purpole is 
thar of Saint Anguſtine, who ſpeaking of the 
reprobare, fairh, God bringeth nont of them to that 
wlelſune and ſpiritual repentance,by which a man 
is reconciled to God in (|hriſt. Adde alſothat ſuch 
doenever feele in themſelves an earneſt deſire 
of reconciliation : They dee not bunger and thirſt 
efter righteouſneſſe. For ſuch ſtall be filled, Matth. 
5.6. And tothemſhall be given of the fountaine of 
living Water, Which ſhall bein thema ell of water 
ſpringing up toeternall life. Tobn 4. 14. Alſo they 
doe nexher 'denic themſelves, nor ſerion 

bid defianceto theirownelufts nor doe they 
once feele jm theirhvarts tny frich-#ccounting of 
a'things'but lſſe-thit they ry inte Chriſt, ts 
theApotle did, Ph. 3.8. And'ro'conchitte, 


they 


em 


they neveratraine tothar unfained hyely faith 

which juſtifierh a {inner, and worketh through 

love, 2 Tim.1. 5. For this faich is the peculiar of 

the Ele&,and is not afforded to the nor elected. 
rchermore, that onely theEle& are juſti- | 

fied, it is plaine by that golden chaine of the 

Apoſtle, Rom. 8. 30. Whom be did predeſtinate, ' 

them he alſo called, and whom he called them he alſo 

juſtified. Thofe only,and no other,as qut of S. Pe yredef. 

Auguſtine we have ſhewneatthe firit Arricle; JED: 

Againe the ſame Saint Auguſtine, God doth Cay ddenfing 
not forgive the ſinnes of all men, but of thoſe whom Mp 
be foreknew and predeſtinated. 

I is plaine alſo our ofthe Scriptures, that 
they,vwho are not elect, never come unta the 
eftate of adoption; For ht the eſtarxe of adop- nx 
tion is grounded upon predeſtination , Wo Epbeſ; 1:5, 
hath predeſtinated us unto the adoptiqn of ( bildren 
by Chriſt tefus. | 
\ Secondly, the ſtare ofadoprion, as allothe 2 
right and privitedge of ſons is nor obrained, 
but by alively faith, For 4s many as received bun, 


dl 


to the he gave power,that is, arighe & priviledge 

that they ſhould be the Sons of God to wit,to fuch ns; 12: > 

as beleeve in his name.Allo,ye are al theſounes 
"- of 
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1 Pef,1.23. 


1 John 3.9. 


Rom. 8.17. 
Gab 4+7+ 


De corr. & grat. 
(4/9 


'De lacoh, lap.6, 


Cc. »DiſlaG, 10. 
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of God by faithin (hriſt ſus. Butthis faith is 


proper tothe Elect as was before declared. 
\, 3 All thatare adopted for {onnes are rege- 
nerated, and that by the incorruptible ſeed, by the 


word of the living God. Whoſoever is borne Ff God 
doth not commut ſinne, becauſe his ſeed remaineth in 
hins. | 

4 Thoſe adopted ſons are al/o heires, beires 
of. God,and coheires with Chriſt and doe receive the = 
earneſt of their inheritance. But they who are 
norelet.are never regenerated by this incor- 
ruptible ſeed, neither have they the feed of 
God remaining inthem, neitherare they al- 
oy to be heires with Chriſt. Hence is that 
of Saint Auguſtine. They Were net in the number 
of ſonnes, ne. not when they were in the faith of 
ſonnes.. Againe, As they were not the true Diſct- 
ples of Chriſt, ſo neither were they the true Sounes 
of God, yea evenwhen they ſeemed tobe and were ſo 
called. And Saint, Ambroſe : What, can God the 
Father. make -vodthoſe gifts be hath beſtowed,and 
baniſh theſe from the grace of bis fatberly. affe&ti- 
anwhon he hath made bu ſons by adeption ? 
12; Gabriel Biel \(aidhy1t i plaine-thatthoſe Whom 
God fortſaw are not bit adopted ſonnes becauſe they 


are 


— 


117 


are not” preordained by the Will of God unto everla- 
ſting mheritance. 

Apoſtacy,is onely of thoſe, who never rea- 
ched home to true juſtification, and to the 
ſtare of adoption. But as for thoſe, whoare 
the choſen lonnes of God, and endued with 
rrue ſanctitie, their perſeverance is cettaine 
and undoubted, as we ſhall ſhevy afterwards. 
Eicher therefore the Apoſtaſie ofthe true ſons 
of God oughtto have beene proved by evyi- 
dent places of Scripcure, or elſe that offenſive 
name and title, of the Apoſtaſie of the Saints, 
ſhould have beene forborne. 


_ 
— 


a— 


Of P erfeverance. 


As it concernes the Ele&t, and of the certainty ther- 
of in it ſelfe. 

THe Firs T PosITION. 
Efides that dogmaticall. faith 
and ſome kinde of amendment 

#1 | ger: and manners, there ir 
in due time given to the Eletf ju- * 


Q3 flifying 


ifying faith, regenerating grace, 
= all ther gifts,by which they are 
tranſlated from the ſtate of wrath 
unto the flate of adoption and ſal- 


vation. 

When God dealeth with his. Ele, hee 

ſtayeth not in certaine preparatives, and 
-initiall operations, but alway finiſhech his 
worke, by induing them with a lively faith, 
by juſtifyingand opting them,and by chan- 

them from the Rate of death to the ſtate 
of life. This the Apoſtle fheweth, Rom.$.30. 
Thom he hath predeſiinated, theſe be alſo called, 
and whom be called he hath alſo juſtified, and whom 
be hath juſtified he hath alſo glorified. And (olof. 
1.12. I pive thankes to the Father, who hath made 
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
Saints in light and hath delivered us from the power 
of dorkoſſe, and hath tranſlated us into the king- 


dome of bs deare Sojne, Ont of which places 
 itisplaine thar God giveth to all the Ele& a 
certaine continued connexion of ſpirimall be- 
nefirs, which never leaves them, bur plyerh 
them onward even unto the Rate of glory. 
THE 


Tiff Aung | 
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Tnz Second PosiTION, 


thu eftate, ont Jome thing in 
every good worke by reaſon of the 
remainder of concupiſcence_, and 
commit daily ſmaller finnes of ſur- 


rateneſſe,yet neither from thence us 

the ſtate of juſtification ſhaken, nor. 
the benefit of their claime to the in-. 
heritance of the Kingdome of hea- 
ven thereby interrupted. 


Ccording to the rigor of the Law every 


excludes the offender from the favour:of God 
and kingdome of. heaven. But God never 
deales i-that ſtrict: manner with his ſonnes 
opted andjuftified:in Chnitt. There are in- 

| dewd: finnes, for which God denoum- 
cath. bisafnpdr-andindignation upontheſe his 
SHnnes, yexarndehbreatnech (baniſhment from 


heaven, 


Lthouphthe Elett, bring ſet th © 


reption, neghgence, and inconfide- 


ſinnic, yea the'verie leaſt 4s morrall, and 


” 
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Rom 8.1, 


2 Cor.12. 9, 


heaven, and alſoeternall death, of which we 
may teade, 1 (*or.6.10. Gal.5.25. ("olofſ. 3. 6. 
which, wee will handle in the poſitions fol- 
lowing, Thereare againe ſome other fins, for 
which our mercifull God is not wont,no not 
forarime, to deprive his children of chelighr 
of his countenance, orto terrifie them with 
the feare of death or damnation : of which 
kind aretherebelling motions of our concu- 

iſcence, whereof the Apoſtle complaines 
Rom. 7. alſo the defects and ſtaines which do 
cleave to the beſt workes of the regenerate :. 
Laſtly,thoſe daily trippings and ſcapes of hu- 
mane infirmity, which are committed wirh- 
out any determinate purpoſe of committing 
them, and which are forgiven by our daily 


craving of pardon: of theſe St. James cap.3.v.2. 


In many things we offend all : and St. Iohn 1. 8. 


Tf we ſay that wee have no ſinne, wee deceive our 
ſelves.. Notwithſtanding theſe ſinnes every 
- fairhfullman may rightly ſay, There « no con- 


demnation tothem that are in ( briſt Teſus , yea e- 


ven inthe midſt of theſe infirmities,God faith 


to everyjuſtified man, as hee ſaid to:the{Apo- 
ſtle, My grace is ſufficient for thee: for my ſtrength 
| iy 
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is made perfeft in weakeneſſe. And ſure they 
cannot be ſaid to fall by their infirmities from 
the ſtare of juſtification, through whoſe 
weaknes the power of God is made perfect, 
and who all this while may boaſt that the 
power of Chriſt dwelleth in them, as itis in the 


ſarne place. 
Tre TruirkDd POSITION. 


6 © Heſe very ſame, thus regene- 
rated and juſtified, doe ſome- 
times through their owne default 
fall into hainous ſmnes, and there- 
by they doe incurre the fatherly an- 
gerof God, they draw upon them- 
ſelves a damnable guiltineſſe, and 
boſe hy aw fitneſſe to the king- 
dome of heaven. 
T is manifeſt by the examples of Davidand 
*Peter, that the regenerate can throw him- 
ſelfe headlong into moſtgrieyous ſfinnes,God 
ſometimes permitting it, that they may learne 
with all humility to acknowledge, that, not 


by their owne ſtrength or deſerts, but by 


R Gods 
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Gods mercy alonethey were freed from eter- 
nall death, and had life eternall beſtowed up- 
on them. bh 
Whileſt they cleave to ſuch finnes, and 
ſleepe ſecurely therein, Gods fatherly anger a- 
riſech againft them. P/al.89.3 1. If that they pro- 
phane my ſtatutes ,and keep not my coumandements, 
then will I viſit their tran/greſion with the ro4,and 
their iniquity with ſtripes. Rom. 2.9. Tribulatzon 
and anguiſh upon every ſoule of man that doth evill. 
Belides, they drawv upon themlelves dam- 
nable guilt : ſo that as long as they continue 
without repentance, in that ſtate they neither 
ought nor can peiſlwade themſelves other- 
wile, then that they are ſubject to erernall 
death. Tfye live after the fleſh,ye ſhall dye, Rom. 
8. 13. For they are bound. inthe chaine of a 
capital crime, by the deſert whereof, accor- 
ding to Gods ordinance,they are ſubject to 
death;alchough they are not as yet given over 
ro death,nor about to-be given, (if wecofider 
the fatherly love of God) bur are firſtto bee 
taken out of this {inne,that they may alſo bee 
reſcued'from-the'guilr of death: © fv 
- Laſtly jinteſpeR ofthieir preſetit conditidn 
bor) they 
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they loſe the frnes, which they had of entring 

intothe Kingdome of Heaven, becaule ints 

that Kiggdome, there /ball in no wiſe enter any poc.r.27. 
thing, that « defiled, neither whatſoever worketh 
abomination ; For the Crowne of life is not ſet 

upon the head of any but thoſe, who haye 27im4s: 
fonght a 2ood fight, and have finiſhed their courſe 

in faith, and holinefle. He 1s therefore unfit 

to obtaine this Crowne, wholoever as yet 

cleaves tothe workes of wickednefle. 


Tat FovrTH PosITION. 
He unalterable ordinance of 
(God doth require, that the 
faithfull Jo ftraying out of the right 
way, muft firſt returne ag aine into 
the way by a renewed performance 
of faith and repentance, before hee 
can bee brought to the end of the 
way, that 1s, to the Kingdome of 
Heaven. | 


| BY the decree of Election the faithfull are 
fo predeſtinated to the end, that they are 
R 2 (as 
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(as along the Kings high way)to beled to this 
appointed end,through the meanes ſet down 
by God, otherwaics not toattaine the ſame. 
Nor are Gods decrees concerning the means, 
manner, and order of ſuch events, leſſe hxed 
and ſure, then the decrees of the end and of 
the events themſelyes. If any man therefare 
walke in a way contrarie to Gods ordinance, 
namely, that broad way of uncleannefle and 
impenitencie, (which leads directly downeto 
hell) he can never come by this meanes to the 
kingdome of heaven. Yeaand if death ſhall 
overtake him, wandring in this by-path, hee 
cannot bur fall into everlaſting death. This is 
the conſtant and manifeſt voice of the holy 
Scripture, Exceft ye repent, yee ſhall all likewiſe 
periſh. Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, &c. ſhall inherit the kingdome of heaven.Þ. 
They are deceived therefore that thinke the 
ele wallowing in ſuch crimes, avd ſodying, 
muſt notwithſtanding needs be ſaved throgh 
the force of eleion. For the ſalvation of 4 
Elect is ſure indeed, God fo decrecing : but 
withall (by the decree of thedame our God) 
not otherwiſe ſure, then through the way of 
2 faith, 


ART. 5. Divinesof Great Britaine. 125 " ; 


faith, repentance, and holineſſe. Without holi- 
| neſſe noman ſhall ſee God, Heb. 12. 14. The fown- 
dation of God ſtandeth ſure. Let every one that na- 
meth the name of Chriſt depart from iniquity , 
2 Tim.2.19. : 

As therefore it was fure out of the decree 
and promiſe of God, that allthoſe,who ſailed 
in the ſhip with Saint Paul, ſhould eſcape a- 
live our of ſhipweracke, and norwithſtandin 
"Pauls ſaying was alſo as certaine, Ynleſſe theſe ugc17.41, 
remaine in the (hip, ye cannot be ſaved. Soalſo iz 
was certaine that the elect ſervants of God, 
David and Peter, ſhould come to the king- 
dome of heaven : yet withall it was no leſle 
certaine, that if they had remained unrepen- 
tant, the one in his homicideandadultery,the 
other in his denying and for{wearing Chriſt, 
neither ofthem both could have beene ſaved. 

For-that Theologicall rule is moſt true, , 
Any one defe&t maketh a thing bad : but to make Meunwitures | 
truly. good, no parcell requirable muſt bee wanting. wy 
Therefore for that incomparable good of life *fineget . 
eternall, wee are nor fitted out of that onely 
that wee arc elected, unleſſe there concurre 
otherthings, which are by Gods decree necel- 

R3 ſarily 
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farily required to the accompliſhing of Elec- | 
tion. If any of theſe things be wanting, vay if 
the contrary hereto bee in the elected, there 
ſzemes then to ariſe a ſtrange impoſhbiliry 
thwarting on both ſides. As for example, It is 
unpofſible that Paw, being choſen,ſhould pe- 
riſh. Tis allo unpotlible, that Paul, being a 
blaſphemer againſt Chriſt, and an unbelee. 
ver,(if he dye in this ſtate) ſhould nor periſh. 
Or thus;Itis unpoſſible that David being cho. 
ſen, ſhould periſh. Tis alſo unpoffible, thar 
David, being a man-flayer, andan Adulterer, 
(dying impenitent) ſhould not periſh. But 
Gods providence and mercy doth eaſily looſe 
this knot, by taking care that none of theelect 
dyein ſuch eſtate , by which, accordingto 
ſome ordinance of Gods will, he muſt be ex- 


cluded from eternall life. 


Tar Firtu POSITION. 


|| N' the meane time , betweene 

A the guilt of a grievous ſinne, and 

the renewed att of faith and repen- 

tance,ſuch anoffender ſtands by his 
ewne 
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owne de -/ert to bee condemn ed. by 
be, merit and Gods deci ee to 

e acquitted; but actually abſolved 
 bews net until be hath obtained par- 
don by Fenued faith & repentance. 


"Here can bee no queſtion of the merit of 


damnation,for ſuch a finne. They which doe 
ſuch things ſhall not inherit the Kingdome of God, 
Gal. 5.21. Notwithſtanding 1 in fuch a ouilt 
the faithfull are nor in the like caſe with 
the wicked. © To the faithfull the bloed of 
' Chriſt isa prepared antidote ar hand ready to 
be applyed,which, as foone as their faith is a- 
waked and rouzed up, they can ule, to the 0. 
'vecrcomming of this deadly poyfon. Burtothe 
unfaichfull, this.-1nwardactive cauſe 1s want- 
ing,to wit,faith, without which the remedy, 
though ſoveraigne in ir felfe, is as if ir wete 
layed afarre off, out of reach , neicher' can» it 
be made their owne, or actually applyed te 
| chem. oP" FOAL G51 YN 

: een "OI! Gods Hoeviadl love, 
owitits; though ir doth not himder,- bur that 


his | 
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his fatherly indignation ariſeth againſt an un- 
durifull ſonne; yer it keepes of hoſtile hatred, 
ſuch as carieth with it a purpoſe of condem- 
ning,1 Corinth. 11.3 2.]When we are judged, wee 
are chaſtened of the Lord, - that we ſhould not be © 
condemned with the world. | 

- Notwithftanding in this caſe the Father of 
mercies, who will notcondemne (with the 


world) his children, my bound with the 


guilr of finne,yer onthe other ſide he will not 


havethem lye ſtill ſleeping in their ſinnes, ro- 


ether with the world. And therefore hath he - | 


ſet downe this order, that the act of repen- 


rance muſt goe before the benefit of forgive- 


neſle, Pſal. 32.5. Tacknowledge my finne unto 
thee and mine iniquitie have Inot hid.l ſaid I would 


confeſſe my tranſ/greſsion unto the Lord, and thou 


. forgaveſt the miquity of my finne. Ezek. 18. 27. 


When the wicked man turneth away from the wic- 
kedneſſe that bee hath committed be ſhall ſave bis 


ſoule alive. 


If any man therefore would know the ve- 
ry moment,in which,after the guilt procured | 
by a grievous ſin, he becommetrh actually ab- | 
ſolved ; Saint ( yprian ſcemes manifeſtly-ro | 


have 
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have ſhewne it,in theſe 'words; When T ſee thee 


feght 
holy G 
hold thee weeping, I perceive God forgiving. 


Tas Sixt Pos1lTION. 


Nthe foreſaid ſpace theright to 
[ibeKmgdane of God not taken © 


away, tmverſall juſtification uu not 
defeated, the ſtate of _— re- 
mainethundiſſalved,and by the cu- 
flody of the holy Spirit, the ſeed of 
regeneration, with all thoſe fnnda- 
mentall graces, without which the 

fiate of a regenerate man cannot 


ftand,u preſerved whole and ſound. 


O 


free gift of adoption, and on ourunion with 


Vr rightto the Kingdome of Heaven is 


ng in the ſight of God, 1 doe not doubt but the cyrien.decens 
beſt breatheth with thy ſighes : When T be. 


not founded on our actions, but on the” 


Chriſt. And conſequently the right to the X 


Kingdome of Heaven,js not raken away, un- 
leflechat be firſtraken away, upon which it 


is founded: If ( bildren,hen beires,heires of = Rom-b.1fe 
| a 


— — 
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and cobeires with Chrift. Therefore adoption 
remaining,and the engrafture into Chriſt, the 
fairhfull may wander outof the way, which 
leadeth-to the Kingdome of heaven, but hee 
cannot be ſaid to loſe his right of inheritance 
tothat Kingdome. For as he, which fell into 
aleproſie,was debarred from his own houſe 

untill hee was clenſed, and yertin the meane 

ſpace loſt nor his rightto his owne houſe : So 
the adopted ſonneof God taken with the Le- 

prolie of adultery or murder, or any other 

rieyous ſinne,. cannot indeed enter into the 

Kingdome of Heaven, unlefle he firſt be pur- 
ged from this contagion, by renewed faith 
and repentance; yet allthis while his heredi- 
tary rightis not quite loſt. 

Furthermore, that univerſall and moſt pro- 
perly called juſtification (which the Apoftle: 
ſo lively ſets forth, Rom.$.24,25.) is nor fru(- 
- rated by the enterpoſed guilt of a _ 

finne,though heynous and grievoully woun- 


> ding the conſcience. For againſt this juſtifi- 
cation is directly oppoſed, not every guilt of 
every {1nne, burchenniveriall unremited guite 
of all Goncs,, nor. the guilc of every _ 

VV = 
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whatſoever, but the guilt of unbeleevers, not 
yet waſhed in the blood of Chriſt, ner the 
guilt of any, whatſoever degree, but ſuch a 
guilc, as for which the hoſtile anger and ven-. 

cance of God lieth heavily upon the guiltic 
perſon. Wholoever is juſtified by a true faith 
can never afterward bee guiltie after this 
manner. 

We may therefore ſay, that the effeCt of ju- 
ſtification is for atime ſuſpended by the en- 
tercourſe of ſuch a particular fin : becauſe the 
perſon, by reaſon of this new guilt, neederh 
a particular abſolution. But wee cannot ay, 
that the ſtate of juſtification is diſſolved: for- 
aſmuch as the ſame perſon doth nor fall from 
the generall pardon of his forecommitted ſins, 
nor is deprived of that ſpeciall interceſſion, 
which our Saviour hath promiſed to all the 
faichfull, nor of the free love of God his Fa- 
ther. 

The ſame caſe holds in adoption. For God 
never adopted to himſelfe a Sonne in Chriſt, 
whom afterwards he cither muſt or would 
diſ-inherit, and caſt out of his familic. The 
children of God may indeed finne, and that 

| S2 very 
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very grievouſly ; but the providenceand mer- ' 
cie of God will not ſuffer them ſo farreto fin, 
as that they ſhould thereby be bereft of their 
heavenly home and Father. The ſervant abideth 
not in the houſe for ever, but the ſonne abideth for 
ever. For (as Saint Ambroſe ipeakes) God doth 
not make void the gift of ado;tion. 

To conclude,the feed of regencration,wirh 
thoſe fundamentall gifts (without which the 
ſpiricuall life cannot ſubſifſt) are preſerved in 
ſaferie. This is hence evident, becauſe thatthe 
ſame holy Spirit, who doth infuſe this ſeed 
into the hearts of the regenerate,doth imprint 
into the ſameſeed, a certaine heavenly and in- 
corruptible vertue,, and'doth perpetually che- 
riſh and keepe theſame, John 4.14. Whoſcever 
drinketh of the water that T [all give him, ſhall ne- 
ever thirſt :: but the water, that Tſhalt give him, 

ſhall be in bim a Well of water fpringing up unto 
everlaſting life. 1 Tobn 3 .5. Whoſoever ts borne of 
' God doth not commit ſinne : for bis ſeed remaineth 
in him, and be cannot ſinne, becauſe hee is borne of 
God: This ſeed of life remaining in them, ir 
isalrogether impoſlible that the gifts of lively 
faith & charitic ſhould be quite extinguiſhed) 


. Hence 


RP 
=_ 
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Hence Gregory rightly layes, In holy mens Moral. my 


bearts the S{:irit alwayes abides, according to ſome cap qa. 
rvertues or graces, according to others he comes to 
depart, and departs, to returne , but in the hearts 

of bis Ele, he remaineth in thoſe -vertues without 
which eternall life is not attained. 


Tue SEVENTH POSITION. 


TT Hat the regenerate doe not 
alrogether fall from faith,ha- 
lineſſe, and adoption, proceeds not 
from themſelves , nor from their 
owne will, but from Gods ſpeciall 
love, divine operation, and from 


(hriſts interceſſion and cuſtody. 


T is certaine; that if God would deale with 
us upon ſtrict termes, he might meſt juſtly | 
for our ungratirude & untowardnefle with- | 

draw from us his facherly favour, and gifts of 

fving grace. Butfor as much as (even by 

the determination of the Schoolemen) finne 
deth not take away grace efficiently, that is; by-. 
S 3 Cer- , 


f 
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certaine expulſion ; bur by way of demerit, 
that is, delervingly, ſurely ; unleſle it can bee = 
proved,that God deales with his according to | 
their deferts, it will notfollow,that, upon the 
committing of a _—_ ſinne, they loſe 
faith, or fall away trom the ſtate of juſtificati- 
onand adoption. For that, which, in regard 
of our ill deſert, might juſtly be done, is, by 

the mercie of God, and by Chrilts interceſhi- 

on,and the operation of the holie Ghoſt, hin- 

z-m4.39., dredfrom being done. No creature ſhall be able 
to ſeparate us from the love of God which is in Ch1iſt 

Rom. 16. 26: Jeſus onr Lord. Not the Devill : for God ſhall 
tem 5.5 bruiſe him under our feet. Not the world : for 
| Chrift hath overcome the world. And he doth fo 
worke inall his, that they alſoar length over- 

come through faith. Laſtly, not (choſe things 

from whenceis our greateſt danger)our own 
weakneſle, the inclination and pronenefle of 

our owne free will co wickednefle : for the 

dneſſe of God is alwaies ſhewed in this 

vweaknefſe of the faithfull,and,through thein- 

terccſhon of Chriſt for them, is obtained, thar 

they ſhall nor fall off from their faich. Lake 

22.32, Thave prayed for thee, that thy faith faile 

| nof, 


- 
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not, Tohn 17.20.Neitber pray 1 for theſe alone,but 
for them alſo which ſhall beleeve ou me through their 
| Þud. Wedoe nottherefore ferch this perſeye- 
rance of the faithfull in their faith, and Gods 

race, from their owne free will, but from 
Chriſt, that frees them. The Lord ſhaft deliver 
me from every evill worke, and will preſerve me un- ; 
to his heavenly kingdame, 2 Tim.4. 18, | 

To this purpole are thoſe words of Saint ! 

Auguſtine, We live ſafer, if wee truſt all to God, ug aews, 
and doe not commit our ſelves partly ts God, and **! 2.6. 


partly to our ſelves. 
As God workes, that we come to him, ſo be works 1bid.cap.7. 


alſo, that We depart not from bim. 


Tat Er1GuTH POSITION. 
* He perſeverance therefore of 
holy men us the freegiftof God, 
and u derived unto us ont of the. 
decree of eleftion. 
T His concluſion ariſeth out ofthoſe things, 


which are ſaid before : but that it may 
more manifeſtly appeare, we will adde ſomes . 


what mote, 


Ty 


* 4% 


Firſt, | 
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Firſt,thar itisthe free gift of God,js proved 
out ofthe words of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 4. 7. 
That haft theu that thou didſt n2t receive ? Now 
if thou didſt receive, why doſt thou glorie as if thou 
badſt not received ? If any thing can give a juſt 
cauſe to men of glorying, ſurely this,that they 
have perſevered in good unto the end, then 
when they could at their owne pleaſure not 
have cone þ uſe of thoſe meanes, which in 
themſelves were ſufficient for perſeverance. 
Either therefore this doth beride the faithfull 
by way of ſpeciall gift,or they have ſomething 
which they have not received, in which they 
may greatly glorie. But wee afhirme on the 
contrarice, whether by perſeverance be under- 
ſtood either that power, which doth propp 
and hold up the faithfull, or the ſtabilicie it 
ſelfe, and theunconquered firmeneſle of their 
faith; or laſtly,the very aCt of perſevering,that 
there is none of theſe, which is nor the gift 
of God. 

Touching that power, by which the will 
is ſtayed up, that it may perlevere, the Remon- 
firants eaſily grant, that 1tis the onely grace of 
G OD which doth arme a man with this 


ſtrengrh 


of true faith, * this alſo is ro bee numbred a- 
mong the gifts of God. For he which doch 


which is conſidered as che manneror adjun&t 


give therhingir (elfe,co wir, faich, doth alſo 


give themanner of theching,to wir, the ſta- 
biliry and firmenefle of the ſame fairh,z Thef. 
3-3- The Lords faithfull, wbo ſhall eſtabliſh you. 
1 Cor,1.7.8. Nee come behinde mno gift, waiting 
for the comming of our Lard Jeſus (briſt, who ſhal 
confirme you unto the end,that ye may be blamaleſſe. 
Our of which words it is maniteſt, that faich 
is the gift of God, as well jnthe increaſe, and 
ſabilicy, as in the entrance, and beginning 
thereof. Fell 

\ Laſtly, if wedcſireto rake out of che Scrip: 

rures the true formes of ſpeaking, wee ought 
ro call the very a&t of perlcverancethe gift of 
God.. Forifthe Scripture - doth p”-58 call 
the.quality ir ſelfe of faith the gif. of God, bur 
doth declare, that to beleeve is given freelyto 
men, then alſo ought weto acknowledgy, as 
Gads 2 ent perſeverance, buraltothe 


actitlclfe of perſeyering, This is moſt mani- 
ns T feltly 


Pbyl, 1419+ 
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ht inthe ng ot 

age _— iv to the 

0s; ' ph ide er ſo 
lis fakÞ<t: Which yeoliat  otherthing;is it; then 
coperſevere in the faich'of Chriſt vnder the 
Crofle of perſecution. ©., -'-' 

ve piſev.cae. -* Tohis purpole Sainr Anſtine, Wee affirme 
that perſeverance i is the gift of God, by which wee 
abide m (briſt conſtantly anto the ent And it i 

z4it. Hur.4d reckoned among the Errors ofthe Maſitians, 

= chat they denyed Fe ſuch perſeverance is given to 
any, from which be is not ſuffered to tray. Which 
Exror Saint Auftine refutes in his booke of 
Perſeverance, chap. 6. -* 

It remaines now, that we provethis gift of 
perſeverance to ſpring from the fountaine of 
EkeRion;tothe confirming of which we will 
produce one atgument onely. 

Thar, which is given out of an effectuall 
intentionto ſlavewichour faile that perſon, to 
whom it isgiven,that,withour fr ore doth 

flow fromthedecreeofelettion. For whar is 
itelſe ro ele one,thentoigrdaine him to ob- 
uinelalvation without faite * Bur now ſith 
we force andnature ofthis gift thar we'car- 
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not oy that —— is ordeined, 


l | OLSI1V 0-10 Fu rnd. or 2 Forme)n: 
M114 i e lame 
| man WS AP id an ba gb wharſoe- 
ver benefit doth accme...untq any. by-any di- 
vine grace, that , wha olly without, a fr 
Auchor of thi ypc ecreedto cohfe 
himz to. whom hee gry Oe taipak & 
lame grace. But þy the immoycable purpoſe 
of God wholoever, ſhall perlevere, bee 
laved. Therefore'to whomloever: 
poſed tO. give perfeverance i it1sa 'marnfeſt evi- 
dence tharchefame mar was deftinated 'to 
ialvatior by the foregoing decreeof God. To 
this purpoſe 1s thar of Mat. 34-24. Where che 
impoſribilicy of being ſeduced inn reſpe&t of cer- 
rame,perions: knowriie to''God, is rot nded 
uponthis foregoing Flefion of them- and that 
of Saint Paul; Rom11.5: where the remnant 
at: thoſe; xithiely lH nor” [From God, is 
| taidtorbeciuſedacrordingto the elefiion of gr ate: 
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EL 
certainely eel that, 


rough the mercy oj of God ha Fa- 
"NIL hee fhall ona, tc and bee_ 
4hrin fe. 


ht unto etern 


VNEE treated beforeofPerſeverance, in 
Fi of the certainty ofthe object or 
ir ; :New.are weeto treat of it in 
relpe&t of the certainty ofthe ſubjeQ,to wit,in 
as:much as, thatthing, which js certaincinir 
Tak. is alſo by us, in whomir'is brought ro 
paler opened as certaine and. infallible. 
4 every one;of che faichfull in- 
es a ofthis benefic, doe avoyvic 


e affordedtoa few = hs 
DAY all, Tos a x <p oftall the 


full,as they are Eichfull, without di «fot 
1 Moreover vvee fay rather chat the fairhfull 


may 


> 
yagorinrney it __ oye Very, nat 
AR icnotalwaits,as gi 
and ou intoa&ion,, but.j 

rimes* TO wee will hercafe 

clare. 


Noverheleſichere vroaſfm, _ 


4 rm 


true faithfall man ;hatho x 
within himſelf alwaies, and uz 
ſions, ſuch.a fourddation ſure enough pn 
upon) ifhe righttyweghyhis: owyne \condith 
on; and Gods promiſe and cuſtody, hee may 
build up thisaftuall confidence. of his qywvne 
ervation in faithumo.omall life. ;: 1.61: 
1 Firſt,jitis noteng rgard 
of his owneglory, that c us; unlefſe 
he allo aſcertaine us * this his preſervation. 
_ God by whoſe: power wee ,are preſerved 
gh faith: unto ſaltation, 1. Peti 1,5;.. Now: 
wedocnot pacicularly bleſſe God for. thoſe 
chitips hath, wee know | DQr: 10. have. x6: 
pe 1 12 \ 9 1:9! ata} 2a =; «yt 
1>-To:OhriſonaSavjeut it was ngt(y 
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not biidy if directhjpearieduunianbar! Na 
ifpimiſed, Bull donkfloc upon n ie (elle; 
and its '0whe-apprehenſion. - Ofthe the formsx 
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rhee. Peter 

earch we fadederceabeyhic 

ve, being wafted in the ſhip of the Church, 

a the-haven of falvation,excepc 


cn pens mayenman 6 that we cannot 
Re be defeared-of'our: wiſhed 
/vvas not enough for Neab to bee 

mathe n-6: ther; x was'by-the 
of God ſecured: 


1 8. With thee wild Eobabliſh "9 _ 19nd 
loom Agetht Offa 00 101 FT 

04 "Figs alfiitin&ofpe rafioaniod low 
fpeciall faith, which 


aft atemeantthoſeſpeechevin:the Scripmite; 
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aine. 

| rift ©f chelancr-choſe; 7 Jobs 2/41; W'® doe 
know, that we knww him.” v Tobn 5. 1 0, Her that 

beleeveth on the Sonne of Gad, beth the witnefſers 
bimſelfe:: Alſo, 1:Cor:2/1 We bave receivtu:the 
Spirit, Which is of God, that wee might know the 
things which aregivenus of God.- Therefore 
veric fairhtal} man'chrouph cher 
ton of his\ovyne' faith belceves the Pr relies: 
tion ofthe ſame faith in himlelfe. . gif] 
5 \The lame is confirmed out alike cefti- 
monies ofthis fairh. '$pirimalt-joy 1$2mani- 
felt evidence; 1'Ptr. 1.8.” Beleevingye rejoyce 
ith joy unſpeakeable and full of glory; And this 
joy will not vaniflbWer6.z2 " \Newje) white 


| ſhall take away from-you; "Allo" pirirual>glory- 


ing. Rom.5. 2. o fant at nh, open this 
grace, There ve ſtand-and y; iſ bope. of the F 
glory of God. Andthis | rs caricd upopits 
object; as preſent, and alreadic attained, al- 
though indeed it bee _ furure. Sor(haje | 
AR onthisplace :' Every man glories of theſe 
kb her bath-atready. Now- RS 
rom. future things is 5 44 certaing and evident au of 


things ets hs hes tay _ ofive:fanel,) Weral/o 


_ theſe) 465 21 tre has 
4 6 Taft | 


Larceny crofperide. 
rance, bur alfo of the perſeverer; iswarranted 
by the nauruall p laid downe berweene 
God andthe : on that ſide our pledge 
kept- madiied onthis fide Gods 


carneſtpennie laid in our hearts 2 A double 


Oar; ar ſecuring nor both 
oneonely,to wit, us. And yr ru 
ble pledge, —_—_— be poſſefled on borh 
{ides, yetis ſurely keprbyche fdelnrie of one 
panoncly gu wit,of G 

Ofheformes, Saint Paul canth.i in the 
2 Vis I. 12. Tam not aſhamed, for I know whom 
T;have beleeved, and Fam perſtvaded, that be is able 

to keepe that;which I have committed auto' bins, 4- 
gain the left day. That which I bave commit- 
Cochevd's 1s the pledge of (alvation-4 Able to 
keepe;; there is a ſure: preſerver : I now and ans 
perſiaded,ghere is faith : 1 qm not Fhanedghere 
is ence. 
Concerning the izreer pledge lefr hh us, 
the Apoſtle-ſpeaketh, Epheſ. 1.13, 14. Weewere 
Jealed with the boly. Spirit of promiſe, Which is the 
eameſt of aur inheritance; and 2 (0.1.22: Who 
beth givin the earneſt of the Spirit in our" bearts. 


Burt 
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Bur if God, having once given this earneſt, 
ſhould not allo give the reſt of the inheri- 
tance, hee ſhould under goe the loſſe of his earneſt : 
as ( hry/oſtome moſt clegantly and ſoundly ar- 
uerh in his third Sermon upon the 2 Cor. 1, 
And likewile in his ſecond Sermon upon the 
Epheſ.1. They, that truely partake of the ſpirit, 
know that 4t is the earneſt of our inheritance. 


Tre SEcConD PosIT1 ON. 


” Hu perſwafon of faith can- 
& not comeinto the att and vi- 
gor, without the endeavor of holl- . 
neſſe, and uſe of. the meaner, \\ \\ ;. 


He firme perſwaſion of Gods beſtowing 
the gift of perſeyerance, and of our attain- 
ing of life everlaſting,we attribute ta the mer: * 
cy of God alone; and the interceffion' of 
Chriſt,as to the originall cauſe: but ſo, as'we 
withall referre itto ſanRtification, as an unſe- 
parable companion, and a moſt ſure ſigne. 
T his is laid dowwne, as an evidence of a ſolid 
faith, 1 John2.3. Hereby we are ſure, thatwee 
know bim,if we keepe his commandements, This is 
V ſer 


ee eee eee = - 


— (— 


CET —_—— —— w_— 
——— 


The Suffrage of th Arms, 
ſetforth as the proper paſſion of juſtification, 
om.$.1. There # no condemnation to them, that 
are in Chriſt Teſus, who walke mot after the fleſh, 
but after the ſpirit. þ THFT7 040M 
But we meaſure this holineſſe, not by the 
degrees of it, but by the endeavor, and letled 
puepoſe of him, thathath it: and withall we 
proteſſe,chat this holineffe'and perſivaſton of 
fairh may and ought to bee forwarded and 
confirracd by watching, faſting, prayer, and 
martifyihg the fleſh,and orher meanesthere- 
to appointed by God, Mat.14-38.Watch, and 
pray, leſt ye enter into temptation, 1 Cor. 9. 17. 1 
beat dowhe my body, and bring it into ſubjeftion Jeſt 
I my ſelfe ſhould be reproved. Norwithſtanding 
inthe meane while let us fo reckon this our 
diligence,and pious uſe oftheſe meanes;in the 
numbetr of the exercifes-of our freed vwill,that 
withall wee account that very diligence and 
endeayour amongſt the helpes of affiſting 
grace and motions of the holy Spirit dwel- 

lingin'us. NN - os 
-:! Now tis certaine that this firme perfiva- 
fon of which we ſpeake,: cannot purforth jc 
Slfs widivurtheſe holy! ndedyorg. wr” 
—_ of 1 Be- 
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1 Becauſe anRification ( the companion 
of juſtification) cannot con(iſt without the 
intent of obedience : An: babituall purpoſe 
whereof ( alchough interrupted by- many 
lips) is ſufficieat to the Elect for the main- 
raining the ſtate of juſtification entire in irſelfe. 
Bur for the preſent comfort of this confidece, 
is neceſſarily required an aQtuall purpole of 
ſuch obediece;neither can any man our of the 
teſtimony of the ſpirit ſpeaking to his heart, 
ſay,I doe now confidently belceve,thar Iſhall 
remaine in the ſtate of grace tothe end, unleſs 
he alſo adde, out of the fincere intent of his 
minde, I doe now moſt conſtantly purpoſe 
with my ſelfe ro walke in the wayes of Gods 
holy Commandements, 


2 Much lefſe can it be imagined, thatthis 


lively a&t of ouir confidente.can ſtand: with 
an actuall and direct purpole of (inning. For 
as one habitis oppoſed ro another habir,ſoal- 
ſo an act is oppoied to an act. | Neither can 
we, without a ſenſclefle contradiction, imas 
inc aman concluding after this manner,l am 
confident,that life everlaſting cannor be taken 
away from mee : and yer withall I reſolve 
V 2 with 
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with my ſelfe to be a flaveto my alluring af- 

fetions. Our Saviour ſhewes thatthele con- 

rrary' reſolutions: canfiot ſtand rogether, Mat. 
6.24-No man can ſerve'two Maſters. 


Tre Trikd Po5S1TION. 


$ is Hu perſwaſuon hath not that 


degree of certitude, that can 
alwayes ſhutout all feare of the con- 
trary,but i ſometimes lively, ſome- 
times languiſhing, ſometimes, ( as 
ingreat temptations Jnoue at all. 


N ſpiritual gifts, with w® we are furniſhed 
inthis life, C 1ncerity is required, perfection of 
degrees is notto be expeted; Even that gift 
which is the hand, by which wee lay hold 
onallthe reſt, hath its diſcaſes,and weakneſſes, 
ſorthat the perſovaſi on of the Faithfull concer- 
ning their ovvne ſalvation and perſeverance, 
cannot alwayes enjoy the higheſt degree of 
certitude. 
z The firſt WR ariſerh out of che 
ground i it clic, vhercupon chis perſonall con- 
fidence 


| 
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fidence is built, which ſeemes to be of lower 
degree, then the certicude of dogmaricall faith. 
For. the Articles of the Cathobque Eaith doe 
worke upon our aſlent, as immediate and 0- 
riginall principles: bur the truth of this ſpeciall 
faith is not enforced thence,as aneceſlary con- 
ſequent, buris added therto by way of afſump- 
tion, Therefore there can be no, greater cer- 
eaintie of that concluſion, which frameth this 
perſwalton, then ſuch as is tn the weaker of 
the.premiſſes. But that afſumprion is groun- 
.ded upon experimenrtall arguments, weighed 
and applicd by a mans private conſcience ; 
which arguments or markes, fince they are: 
ſometimes queſtioned whether or nothey be 
' true and .concluding evidences, nay often, 
times are hid under ; cloud of temptation, 
{o thatthey the while cannot ſhine. forth to: 
our preſent comfort, what wonder,itſo bethe 
faithfull have nar alwaies at hand a lively and: 
firme. perſwafiors concerning their eternalk.. 
lalvatian. 
Nay, which is more, the very principles of; 
the Catholique faith, hovwſocvyer they are, by. 
the light of reyelation, cleare in themlelves, 


V 3 | yet. 
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yer for as much as they are knowne to us, by 
the certainty, not ofevidence, but onely of ad- 
befion, they doe not procure in us an aſſent of 
ſuch uniforme ſtabilitie , as is yeelded unto 
Mathematicall demonſtrations, and inbred noti- 
#ns admitted by all men. Butin our contem« 
plating theſe revealed principle, our of the re- 
mainder of our carnall difidence, ſometime 
there ariſe, (as wee may {o ſay) certaine ya- 
pours, or miſts, through which the light of 


 divine-truth (in it ſelfe immutable) ro our 


weake eyes ſeemeth totremble, and ſuffer a 


 kinde of refraction. How much more fre- 


quentand more laſting is that miſtake, which 
may bertide any of the faithfull in the viewin 
his own perſonal confidence? Their eyes truly 


 wouldalwayes waver, except both this com- 


mon revelation ofthe Catholique Faith, and 
alſo that perſonall application, made by the 
conſcience, were confirmed and ſealed unt9 
oltr hearts by the holy Ghoſt; bearing witneſſe 


to our ſþirit, that we are the ſonnes of God. And 


this very teſtimony of the Spirit, alchough the 
ſeed thereof be never utterly extinguiſhed, yer 
in regard of the fruit and {enſethereof, fome-' 

times 
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times it either withdrawes it ſelfe, fo that our 
ovwne infirmiry may be evident tous, orclie 
fora tirae it 1s, asit were, raked up under the 
aſhes by our rebellion.and ingratirude.  - 
2': Therefore that other. weaknefle doth 
ariſe from temptations, by which this per- 
{waſion is aſſaulced. And thole are partly af- 
flictions, which {eeme to menace us with the 
evill of puniſhment, and partly our owne 
perverſe concupiſcences, which doe brand 
our ſoules with the evill of {inne, and guilt 
theceof, and partly the ſnares and efficks of 
the Devill, by which he doth fer uponrus in 
both thoſs kindes. Bur the maine skirnuſh 
conliſts in the  mutuall wraſtling and ſtrug- 
ling of the fleſh and ſpirit. Whilef this vvr 
ling laſts, our faith is We bur if ſo be the 
ſpirit overcomes the fleſh, then our ſpirit 
cheeres up, and triumpheth in this manner : 
Who ſhall ſeparate us fromthe love of ( briſt * But 
if (which often falls out) the ſpirir,thus wea- 
riedand weakned, recetvethe foile for atime, 
_being cither overborne with the load of at- 
flictions, or tainted with the ſpots of hainouus 
ſinnes, then there remaines no-ſach actuall 


per- | 
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Pſal.31.22, 


perſwaſion,a ſtop is made of al ſpiritual com- 
fort,and the light of Gods countenance is hid- 
den from us. Hence thoſe mournfull com- 
plaints of holy mea : Job 6. 4. The arrowes of 
the Almighty are within me, the poyſon whereof 
drinkes up my ſpirit, the terrors of God ſet them. 


ſelves in aray againſt me. Lament.3. 42. We have 


tranſgreſſed and rebelled. Thou haſt not pardoned, 
thou haſt covered thy ſelfe with a cloud, that our 
prayers ſhould not paſſe through. Bur if the waves 
of temptation ariſe yet higher, and the fiery 
darts of the devill doe wonnd the conſcience 
already preſſed downe withits owne' burden, 
then notonely this ſweet perſwvaſion is bani- 
ſhed, bur alſo a perſwaſton unerly contrary 
commeth in ſtead thereof : by force whereof 
-holy men,thus affrighted,doe apprehend God 
as an angry ludge,and ſeeme to themſelves to 
be now falling headlong intothe open gates 
.of Hell. This caſeis ſer dovvne in thole al- 
moſtdeſpairing ſpeeches of Tob, Let the day fe- 
rijſh wherein I vas borne : And that of David, I 
ſaid in my baſie, I am cut off from before thine eies. 


THE 
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Hen a faithfull man, after 

much ſtruggling, hath got 
the upper hand of theſe temptati- 
ons, that aft, by which he doth ap- 
prehend the fatherly mercy of God 
toward him, and eternall life to bee 
conferred without faile upon him, 
15 not an att of floating opinion, or 
of conjetturall hope, Reb as may be 
built on a falſeground, but if u an 
aft of a true and lively faith,ſtirred 
up, and ſealed in hs heart by the_ 


ſpirit of adoption. 


S it fares in nature, ſo in grace, afterthe 
cloud is removed the day is the clearer, 
and certaine diſeaſes, after they arc overcome, 


prove occaſions of future health. A faithfull 


man, eſcaping out ofthe waves of great ten 


X tations, 
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Rom 72 44 
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rations,doth not only receive the confidence, 
which was almoſt extinguiſhed, but gaines 
a greater meaſure thereof. For hee is made 
ſtronger by the conflict, and more cheerefull 
by the conqueſt;Nay,it in this wraſtling ſome 
of his bones bee broken,. after they be Ct a- 
gaine, they will knit the ſtronger, ſal. 51. 
10. The bones which thou haſt broken ſhall re- 

Jozce. | 
' x Becauſe the life and ſtate of a regene- 
rate man is ſpirituall,he may be faid,vhile he 
is tranſported by the forceof fin or tentation, 
to be with-held from. his naturall place. The 
ſpirit therefore doth eaſily returne backe again 
to his own.bent, and againe acknovledgerh 
his former confidence inthe fatherly mercy 
of God. This is manifeſt out ofthe examples 
of the Saints, vvho have expreſſed their owne 
vehement conflicts, ſtill ending in the lively 

yoyce of faith. So Towas being in the bell 

ofthe Whale, {aid, I am caſt out of thy ſight, 
yet 1 will looke againe toward thy holy Temple. And 
Saint Panl, O wretched n:an that F am, who ſhall 
deliver mee from the bsdy of this death? TIthanke 
God through keſus ( 'briſt onr Lord.In them,both 
their 
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. their conqueſt following their conflict breaks 
forrh into a vigorous a6t of faith. 

2 Becauſe the panting foule, thirſting for 
Gods fathetly reconciliation, doth run more 
greedily tothe fountaine of living waters,and 
relifheth more ſweetly that, whereof it per- 
ceived it ſelfe for a time debarred , namely the 
f-uition of God appeaſed. Thence it acknow- 
ledgeth 12 it ſelfethe ſeed of faich, by the force 
whereot it arileth againe to repaire the very 
breaches made upon faith : whoſe root in- 
deed {preadeth the further by this looſening, 
and ſends forth nevv tendrells, from which 
ſprout our new ſhoots of greater certainty. 
By this conflit and affliction the faichfull 
Chriſtian learnes patience, by which he morti- 
fieth himlſelfe : by patience probation, by which 
he ſearcheth himlelfe : from probation hee 
mounts up toan hope of overcomming, like- 
wile future tentations. Tho delivered w from 

0 great a death, and will deliver us, in whom wee 
truſt,that he will yet deliver w: and of perſeve- 
ring, and conſequently atraining eternall life; | - 
1 Cor. 1.18; Who [hall confirme you unto the end, 
that ye may be blameleſs in the day of our Lord leſus 
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(brit. And this ſame hope maketh net aſha- 
med; as it followes in the fame Apoſtle. It is 
not therefore afleeting opinion, or uncer- 
raine conjecture , but an hope, which, asir 
ſprings from faith,ſo it hath the ſame certain- 
tie with faith, and therefore is ſolide and un- 
deceiveable. 

Wee have in David an example of this re- 
newed and confirmed confidence after thar 
his ſpot ofthat great ſinne was waſhed awa 
P/al. 51. Afeer that the aſſault of thar dange- 
rous temptation was abated, P/al.73.In both 
theſe caſes there are to be ſeene;clecrely ſhine- 
ing forth, the ſpirit of prayer, ſpirituall joy,and 
the ſeale of adoption. Take not thy holy ſpirit 
fromme. Thou haſt holden mee by thy right hand. 
Thence proceeds that confident concluſion ; 
It is good for mee to draw neere unto God, ani to 
truſt inthe [ ord. 


\  ** Erroneous 
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Erroncous Opinions rejec- 


THe FiksrT. 


þ + at the perſeverance of thoſe, who ave truly 
faithfull, w not an effetb of Eleflion, but a 
benefit offercd equally to all, upon ths conattion, 
namely if they ſhall nor be wanting unto ſufſici- 
ex” 7rdce. | 


E haveconfuted the firſt part hereof 

y F atthe firſt Article in eurthird Poſiti- 

on, and inthe third Erroneous Opi- 

nion, and allo in this fifth Article, in the 

eighth Poſition, Of the certainty of perſeve- 
rance init ſelfe. 

Theecond part of this Opinion:.containes 
many 1ncongruirtles. 

1 Itisnot true that perſeverance is a gift 
onely offered, and .notgiven alſo.For the Scrip- 
_ tures witneſle, that God doth:-not onely offer 
unto his the grace of perſeverance, bur alſothat 
he gives itthem, and puts. it intotheir hearts. 
ler.z2. 40. I'vill put my feare into their hearts, 

© that 
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that they ſhall not depart from me. lohn 4.14. The 
water that I ſhall give him ſhall be in him a well of 
water ſpringing np untocternall life. 1 Cor.10.13 

But will with the tentation make a way to eſcape. 

2 Iris falſe,thar it is offered equally to all, 
as appeares our of our Poſitions ſet downe 
before in the farlt Article : Where wee have 
provedthar perſeverance in faith doth belong 
tro the Elect alone. 

3 Iris falſe that perſeveranceis a grace offe- 
red upon condition : for it is a gift promiſed 


abſolutely by God withour any reſpect ar all 


of condition. Thercalonis this : Some pro- 
miſes of Godare touching the end,others tou- 
.ching the meanes which conduce to the end. 
The promiles, concerning the end, thar is to 
ſay, Salvation, are condinonall. Beleeve and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved. Bee faithfull unto the death, 
(thatis, perſever) and1 will give thee the Crowne 
of ife. Burt for as much as no man is able to 
performethe conditions, God allo hath made 
moſt freeand abſolute promiſes to give the 
very conditions, which he-workes.in us, that 
ſo bythe, avby meanes,vve.may attainerhe 


ene; Dent. 36.6. 4nd the LordthyGod willcir- 


cumciſe 
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cumciſe thy heart, to love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy ſoule, that thou maiſt 
live. The ead here promiſed is life, which the 
Iſraclices could never attaine without the per- | 
formance of the condition, namely, their love 
of God. But here God promilſeth abſolutely, 
that hee will give uato them this condition, 
Since therefore the promiſes of Faith,and per- 
ſeverance in Faith, are promiſes concerning 
the meanes, they are expreſ]y to bee reckoned 
among thole abfolute gifts, by which God, 
(conſidering mans diſabiliry both to artaine 
the end without the meanes, and. allo to per- 
forme the meanes or conditions of himlclfe,) 
doth promile that he will make them able to 
performe the conditions. . God promiſeth liie 
to thoſe that conſtantly feare him:the promiſe: 
of life is conditionall : but of conſtant feare, it 
is abſolute. I will put my feare in their hearts, 
that they may not depart from me. 

4 Be it ſothatthis gift were conditional, 
yet itis not offered upon this condition,if men 
will not be wanting to themſelyes inthe en- | 
tertainment of this Faficiens grace. Againſt 
this -condition thoſe reaſons are of force, 

K which 
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which we broughtbeforeagainſtthe ſtrength 
of free wil in mans converſion: to which we 
adde alſo thele. | 
1 Fifſtic will follow out of this conditi- 
on, that wee doe in vaine intreat God in the 
behalfe of any men, that he would giveunto 
them the gift of perſeverance, becauſe of 
courſe he offers them univerſall and ſufficient 


$act ro which, it they themlelves will not 


e wanting, they ſhall perſevere. | 
2 This1s an idle condition. For it makes 
perſeverance to be the condition of perſeye- 
rance.For to perſevere is nothing el(e, but not 
to be wanting unto this' ſufficient grace. If 
therefore God offers perſeverance upon this 


condition, he offers the ſame upon condition 


ofirſelfe. 

2 Laſtly,the ſecond part ofthis opinion is 
ſoundly confuted by Saint 4uſtine, de corrept. 
& grat.cap. 11. & 12. of which diſputation 
this is the fumme, lt was givento Adam that hee 
might,if he would,perſevere in good : but it was not 


granted to him-towill to perſevere. But fuch grace 


4s viven tots; whe are truly engrafted into Chriſt, 


that net onely we may, if we will, but alſo that wee 


foal 


ARTS, Divines of Great Britaine. 


161 


ſhall will toperſevere in Chriſt. Againe in his 
booke de unitate Eccleſiz,cap. g. the ſame Au- 
fline doth contemne this very opinion main- 
tained by the Donatiſts, namely , that Men be- 
leeve, if they will, if they will they perſevere in that 
which they beleeve ; if they will not, they perſevere 


not. | 


THe SECOND. 


| | Hat perſeverance © 4 condition required in 
the new Covenant and foregoing Gods 


Eleftion. 


E E the ſecond and fift Erroneous Opini- 
on rejected by us in the firſt Article, 


THe THIRD. 


Hat hee, who doth truely belcewe, may ſinne 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
Theſe reaſons confutethis Opinion ; 
1 Elrſt;to finne againſt the Holy Ghoſt, is to 


ſinne untodeath, 1 Tobn 5. 16. Thole who 


are truely fairhfull cannot finne-unto death ; 


Becaule to ſinne unto death is ro commit that = 
finne, upon which death ſhall ſurely follow, 


to wit,that cternall and ſecond death, which 
neyer hath power over thoſe, who are truely 


Y faich- 


_ 


faichfull, as being thoſe, who dye nnto ſinne,and 
doe rile againe = rheir {1nnes unto neWÞneſſe 
of life Apoc. 20. 6. Bleſſed and boly is be that hath 
part-m the firſt reſurrettion : an. juch the ſecond 
death bath no. power. 

2 They, who in againſt che Holy Ghoſt, 
ſhall never come unto glory, or unto rhe 
Kingdome of Heaven ; to which all true be- 
leevers do without faile come. Forit is the 
fame to bee a true beleever, as to bee juſtified, 
and to bethe adopted Sonneof God, but the 
juſtified ſhall cometo glory; Rom. 8. Whom be 
juſtified, them alſo be glorified; and the adopted 
ſonnes of God ſhall attainethe Kingdome of 


Heaven, Gal. 4 7. Ff ſonnes then alſo beires of 
God through ( briſt. 

3 1lhn3.9. Whoſoeveris borne of God 
(as is every true beleeyer) doth not commir 
ſinne, which (by the Apoſtles ovne inter- 
pretation,ver. 8. He that commiteth ſinne is 0 
the Divell, is to be underſtood of thoſe ſinnes 
which eſtate aman undertheKingdomeand 
power. of the Divell, ſuch as principally the 
{inne acain{tihe holy Ghoſtis.. Hicher tends 
the ſpeech ofthe Apotile, 2 Zim. 4.18. The 

: 366 ' Lord 
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Lord /hall deliver mee from every evill worke, and 
will preſerve mee unto his heavenly Kingdome. 
What ? Fromevery evill worke without ex- 
ception ? Not ſo; But fromevery ſuch evill 
worke, which might wholy deprivehim of 
all right to the Kingdome of Heaven ; of 
which kind no queſtion, the finne againſt the 
holy Ghoſt, is, not onely for the invwvard ma- 
lice,bural(o for the finall impenitency joyned 
tO It. 


THE FovRrTaH. 


Y ms no true beleewver, or regenerate perſon, 
can be aſſured in the life of his perſeverance 
and ſalvation witort ſpecial revelation. 

'O% the firlt part of this poſition, we hand- 
[cd before in this Article. But now, that 
a man may know that his perſeverance for 
the future may be ſecured without any (peci- 
all revelation, wee prove by this reaſon. Tis 
confeſſed that ſome Saints ( eſpecially Saint 
Paul) did obtaine this certainty. Rom. 8. 1 am 
perſwaded that neither life nor death, &xc. Bur 
Saint Paul did not fetch this perſwaſion from 
extraordinary revelation, but from thoſe 
V2 grounds, 


. 
_ 
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rounds, which are common to him with 
other the faithful. verſ.3 2. He, that ſpared not 
bis owne Sonne, but delivered him up for us all, how 
ſhall be not with him alſo freely give us all things ? 
Iho ſhall lay any thing to the charge of Gods Ele? 
It is God that juſtifieth. verſ. 33. It s (briſt that 
yakes interceſsion for us. What? was Chriſt on- 
ly given for Paxl, and notfor other belecvers 
alfo? Was Paulalone the Ele&t of God? Doth 
God juſtific Paul onely?Or doth Chriſt make 
interceſſion for Paulalone ? Since therefore 
out of theſe premiſes common to the whole 
Church of the Elect, Saint Paxl inthar place 
inferres that confidentconclufion, Whe ſhall 
ſeparate us? and, Iam perſwaded,&c. certaine 
it is,that other belcevers alſo, who haye inter- 
eſtro the ſame meanes of falvation,may hence 
deduce and apply unto themſelves this full 
perſwaſion of their falvation and perſeve- 
rance. 
The ſame concluſion every fairhfull ſoule is 
able ro make outof other ordinary premiſes. 
1 Fromthefaichfulneſſe of God, 1 Cor.10. 
I 3. God is faithful, whowill not ſuffer exc. 
2 From experience of his former good 
þ will, 
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| thing, that bee, which hath begun a good worke in 
] you,willalſoperfeR it,gxc. 
3 From thepractiſe af goad workes per- 


are, tis evident ut of the 5:and 6.vyerſes. 


have we confidence toward God. 

5 By theteſtimony of former led life, 2: 
Tim. 4.7. I have fought a good fight: hence forth 
is there a Crowne laid up for me.. 

6 Laſtly the teſtimony.of the Spirit:doth 
ſeale all theſe things to us,Rom.8.x6.The Spirit 
it ſelfe beareth witneſſe with our ſpirit 5c. 

Theſe and other evidences of thelike kind; 
are obyious to every faithfull ſoule,and there- 
fore likewiſe the concluſion. 

Bur if this certainty ſhould iſſue only from 
an extraordinary revelation, Saint Peter ſhold 
in vaine exhort all the faithfull,chus, 2 Per. 1. 
10. Give diligence to make your calling and eleFti- 
on /nre., | 


will, Phil. 1.6. Being confident of this very 


formed in faich, 2 Tet. 1. 10. Tf yee doe theſe - 
things ; ye ſhall never fall, and whatthoſe things + 


4 From the. teſtimony of the conſcience, 
1 John3.21, If our hearts condemme us not, then. 


Y3 THE 


Tus Firm. | 
T Hat as often as any grievous carnall ſinne is. 
committed, ſo often # the ſtate of juſtificati- 
on and adoption loſt. | 


Gainſt this opinion theſe arguments, 
A binge. others,are of force. 

1 Mancannot by any {inne make void 
any act of Gods. Bur juſtification and adop- 
tion are Gods acts, and thoſe fowing from 
his owne good pleaſure : Ergo. When there- 
fore it is queſtioned whether 'or no there 
may bean interciſion of juſtifying grace, cau- 
ſed by thefinnes of the fleſh, the queſtion is, 
not onely whether a man can loſe any quali- 
tie by finne, but we muſt terch this queſtion 
much further, to wir, whether mans ſfinne 
be of force to make void Gods acts, or to 
alrer that doome of God, by which hee in 
himſelfe hath already pronounced us juſt,and + 
adopted us into the right and title of Sonnes. 
In vaine-in this caſe ſome oppole againſt us 
the defeft of the ſubje&t,or failing on mans part: 
Whereas God doth continually repaire the 


ſub- 
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kabject (which of it ſelfe, withour doubt, 


would faile) by gjving the faithfull perſeve; 


 - ance, that: they nay not faile. For to the end 
that by faith he might keepe'ws, he eepes alſothat 
ery faith m us : as elegantly that reverend late 
Biſhop of Salisbury. 


2 So farreit is that every grievous linne of 


the fleſh ſhould altogether deveſt a fairhfull 
ſoule of the ſtate of juſtification and adopti- 
on, that on the contrary, itis held, eſpecially 
. by practicall Divines, that God doth permit 
thoſe finnes very often in juſtified and adop- 
red perſons, that both their juſtrfication and 
adoption might be afterward the more con-. 
farmed unto them - . according to that of the 
Prophet, P/al.1 1 9.71. It ts good for me, that thou 
haſt bumbled me, that Imight learne thy ſtatutes. 
This 15 evideas] in the falls, not onely of Da- 
vid, bur alſo of Hezekias and "Peter ,ovhereby 
occaſionally the endeyor of holineſle, the ac- 
knowledgement of their owne infirmity , 
and a more vehement ſuit unto! God for the 
gift of perſeverance were increaled in them. 
We concludetherefore, thar neicher jultifica- 
tion is broken off, nor yeradopnon :loft, by 


the 
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thefalls ofthe Saints, but that hence it comes 
to paſſe, that, riſing againe, they doe ſo much 
the more warily warke out their owne ſalvation = 
ith feare and trembling. | 


THx S1xT. 


Hut the dotrine of the certainty of perſeve- 

rance and ſalvation, is of its owne nature 
both burtfull unto true piety, and pernicious eo 
wery way 18 Religion. 


B Oth Gods truth,and mans experience ca- 
ſily wipe off this aſperfion. For this 
Chriſtian perſwvaſion of perſeverance, 
and falyation, not onely in-reſpect of its own | 
nature, bur alſo according to the very event 


. in the Church, doth, by Gods blefling, pro- | 


ducea quite contrary effect. 

1 Firſt in reſpect of the thing ir ſelfe, the 
certainty ofthe end doth not take away, bur 
eſtabliſh cheuſe of the meanes. And the ſame 
holy men, who upon ſure grounds promiſe 
unto themſelves both —— in the way 


of this pilgrimage , and fruition of God in 
their everlaſting home, know alfo that theſe 


arc 
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are not obtained withour performance'of the 
duties of holineſle,and the avoidance-of con- 
trary vices : and thereforethey turne not their 
backes from thele meanes, bur indultrioufly 
embrace and proſecute them. 1 Jobn 3.3.Epe- 
rie man that hath this hope. in bin/elfe, purifieth 
bymſelfe, even as he « pure. Eſay 38. 5. When 
Hezekiah had received: that promiſe of God 
of an addition of fifreene yeares to: his life, he 
did nottherefore negle& the uſe of medicines 
or meats, but, that this promiſed event mighe 
be brought into a&, he applied, for the cure 
of his body, the plaiſter, which was preſcri- 
bed unto him by the Prophet. The Apoſtle 
doth altogether reject this conſequence of car- 
nall ſecurity imputed to this doctrine,and that - 
with a kinde of indignation. Rom.6. 1. Shall 
We continxe in finne, that grace may abound ? God 
forbid. How ſhall we, which are dead to ſunne, live 
any longer therein ? As if Saint Paul would in- 
timate unto us, not onely the incongruity, 
bur alſo impoſlibility of ſuch a ſequell. 

2 As touching the event, trueir is,thatany 
the moſt wholeſome truth of God may bee 
perverted by the abuſe of men. But upon 

p—_- chis 
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this dorine wee-cannot acknowledge that 
there groweth any ſuch inconvenience, no 
notde faFto, that is, in the event it ſelfe. Ler 
us take a view of the Reformed Churches, 
in which this confidence of perſeverance and 
inviolable adoption is belceved and maintai- 


' ned. Doe we finde that thereupon the bridle 


is tet looſe unto riot ? That piety is trampled 
downe ? We givethankes unto God through 
our Lord Iefus Chriſt,that among eurs(who 
enjoy this full perſwaſion of fpirituall com- 
fort, and are confident, that there is an inhe- 
ritance, which cannot bee loſt, laid up for 
them in heaven) there is not found lefſe care 
of godlineſſe, nor leffe endevor (fo far forth 
as mans infirmity will ſaffer) tolive an un- 
blameable life than is to be found among any 
ſort of thoſe, who pinne their perſeverance 
on their owne free will, and will not grant 
itto flow from any foregoing Ele&ion of 
GOD. 


Thus 


| 


Eo Gs 
cammmmnumnns [115 haye voce ſet 
ES downe our joynt 
FERNSlo{ Suffrage concerning 
P\ejd theſe ive controver- 
ted Articles $ which 
our judgement wee 
beleeve to be agreea- 
ro the word of God, 
"I and ſutable ro: the 
Confeffions of ſo many reformed Churches. 
From which, that this one of the Low-( oun- 
tries ſhould be ſeparated,ir neither will ſeeme 
ſafe , nor pious unto thoſe, who have any 

graine of wiledome,or ſparke of true piety. 
Andthis our moſt Gracious and Mightie 
King of Great Britaine Defender of the Chriſtian 


Faith, and the moſt carneſt maintainer of ir, 


(out of his hearty wiſhes, that in theſe flou- 
riſhing Provinces, the faith 'might remaine 
ſincere, and the peace of the Church and ' 
Common-Weale be entirely preſcrved) hath 
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eſpecially aymed at, when he gave in charge 
ro.us, appointed to bee' ſent hither," chat wee 
ſhould as much as in us-lyeth, by otrmode- 
rate adviſes ſet forward the publike peace of 
your Church; and that weſhouldexhort our 
Reverend Brethren aſſembled in- this celebri- 
ous:Synode,” that'th Thould not derermine 
any thing in their Synodicall Suffrages,which 
might thwart the reccived Docttine, which 
hath beene eſtablifheQl.in fo-mpny publike 

Canfeſhons of the Churches. 7 
Thus received do@ttine-hatt-not long f1nce 
ſeemed diſtaſtfull tothe palate of ſome ill-at- 
fefted:to Innoyarien which doctrine though 
they have'by all meanes and helps indeavour- 
edto diſgrace and ſuppreſſe, yer nevertheleſle, 
like a Kinde of heavenly fire, it hath ſent forth 
theclearer rayes by the very motion and agi- 
tation. Wertruely wiſh from our hearts un- 
to our brethren, called Remonſtrants, that the 
eyes oftheir underſtanding may beenlighte- 
aed, and thatcheir minds may not be =_ 
ged from the ſtudy of peace: as allo untothe 
reſt of our reverend brethren, ſuch charitable 
attction roward them , that they may not 
| ceale, 
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ceaſe; to. wiſh well anto.che perſons of thoſe 


; men, whoſe errors chey oppugne. 
And. here,wee crave leave a little to turne 
our ſpecchto, the moſt illuftrious and; migh- 
ty States, and to their moſt judicious Dele- 
gates, and finally to all thereſt, that fic ar the 
ſterng..of the Common-weale in this Coun- 
trey. _;It is your parts. (moſt. nobie Lords) 
no leſſeto take care leſt the Orthodox Religi- 
on, then the Common-weale, committed.ro 
your truſt, ſhould .receiveany damage. For 
Magiſtrates ſerve God inthis, when for his ſervice 
they doe thoſe things, which none can doe , but Magi- 
ſtrates. Inthis cale therefore there needs, nor 
onely your pictic and good example, but alſo 
your powerand commands : Let your po- 
wer reſtraine that, which here goeth by the 
nawe of libertieof prophecying, V pon preſump- 
tion whereof ſome are wont, firſt lightly to 
nibble ar, then openly to impugae, and ar lait 
to cry downe:the molt eſtabliſhed grounds 
- of our faich. Ifir ſhall bee lawtull for every 
one to-impeach the Orthodox doctrine, ap- 
roved by the common conſent of all there- 


farmed Churches; it is to be feared, that they 
L 3 who 
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who through the connivence ofthe 'Magi- 
ſtrate, have begun to innovate in the Church, 
will afterward, againſt his prohibition, as oc- 
caſion may ſerve,attemprtthe likein the Com- 
mon-wealth. 

But they little need our exhortation, who 
ro their great paines and colt have already ta- 
ken the beſt courſe,thatcould be wiſhed; for 
the renovation and conſummation of peace 
and truth intheſe Churches. Therefore we 
thinke it unlavvfull ro doubt of their con- 
Rancy,of whoſe fingular prudence, piery and 
care we have hadexperience : And will pray 
unto God that thoſe things, which have pro- 
ceeded from them with a pious intention, 
may be finiſhed with happy lucceſſe. 

And now beloved brethren and fellow 
Miniſters, wee will alſo in a few words ad- 
dreſſe our ſelves to you, from whoſe wiſe- 
domes it cannot bee hid, that amono theſe 
p_ Controverſies ſo much diſcuſſed, 
there bee ſometime ſleight queſtions inter- 
NC —_—_ neither havethe ſame certain- 


tie of belicte, norare of any great momentto 


true piety. But as for thoſe which are of 
; that 
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that nature, that, unleſſe they be maintained, 


the free grace of God, in the proviſion for 
mans falyarion, is infirmed, and the free will 


of man ſet upin Gods Throne, for thoſe you | 


ought conſtantly to ſtand,as for the free-hold 
of Religion; neither by any meanes ought 
you to endure, thatthe certainty ofour ſalyari- 
on ſhould bee revoked from the ſtability of 
Gods purpoſe to the inconſtancy of mans 
freewill, Bur if among theſe any queſtions 
come in, which being not yer determined 
by the Reformed Churches, are probably 
diſputed by godly and learned men either 
way without any damage tothe rule of faith, 
it becomes not grave and moderate Divines 
rothruſt upon other mens conſciences,as de- 
terminations of Faith, - their .ovwene private 
opinions herein. In ſuch Tenets there is no 
danger, ſo long as you take heed, that diver- 
ſity of. opinion doe not cither among the 
Miniſters diſſolve the bond of peace, or a- 
mong the people ſow the ſeeds of fattion. 
Morcover (that wee may give no further 
caution) among thoſe things,vwhich are cer- 
ning end ny grounded npon the word 
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of God, ſome there be, which are notro bee 
inculcated to every auditory without diffe- 
rence, but onely to be touched warilic in due 
time and place. Among theſe is that high 
myſtery of ©Predeſtination, a moſt {\weet doc- 
trine, and full of comfort, bur ro thoſe onely, 
who are rooted in faith, and exerciſed in pie- 
tie; to which kinde of men,in great conflict 
of conſciencey. it may bee inſtead of a ſtron 

tower of defence. But when they, whohave 
not yet well learned the firſt foundations:of 
Religion, and whoſe mindes are wholly ca- 


_ ried away by theircarnall affetions, are by 
' the indiſcretion of ſome Preachers, called on 


ro dive into this depth, this commeth of it, 
that, while they brabble abour the ſecret de- 
crce of Predeſtination , they. neglect the 1a- 
ving knowledge of che Goſpell, and, while 
theydreame of nothing elſe bur Predeſtinati- 
unto life, they, never care to ſer foot in 
that way, in which-they muſt walke, who 

are Predeſtinated unto life. 7 
And concerning the myftcty of Reprobati- 
on,greater care i5 to be had, that itbe noronly 
handled ſparingly and prudently, but alfo.in 
the 
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the explication thereof choſe fearefull opini- 


ons, and ſuch as have nogrotind in the Scrip- 


tures, bee carefully avoyded , which tend 
rather unto deſperation, then edification, and 


doe bring upon ſome of the Reformed | ;/ 


Churches a grievous {candall. 


Laſtly, weeare ſo to determine ofthe pre- ©: 
cious merit of Chriſts death, that we neither 
fleight the judgement of the Primitive ,,* 


Church, nor yer the Confeſſions of the Re- 
formed Churches,'inor' (Which is the moſt 
principall point of all the reft ) weaken the 
promiſes of the Goſpel, whichare to bepro- 
pounded univerſally in'the Church. 

Theſe briefe 'admonitions are heregiven 
by us, rather that vvee might teſtifie our love 
roward our Venetable brethren,rhen that we 
thought they needed this our adviſe. 

There remaines nothing now , bur that 
wee humbly beſeech Almighty God , thar 
the counſailes of the States, the endeavors 
of the Miniſters , the affiſtance of foraine 
Divines, and the endeavors of all may ayme 


at this, and obtaine this end, that the Church” 


of the Low Countries, all errors being roo- 
Aa ted 


ted out, and diſſenſions compoled, may - 
Joy the Orthodox Faith, and a ſerled 

for ever, through him, who is the: —_ 
of our peace, our Lord and Saviour lssvs 
CHRIST. Amen. 
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